Responding to Mythology

“The Palace of Olympus”

1. Briefly describe the Palace of Olympus. Where was it?  Who lived there?  How was it laid out? Draw a floor plan to show the various parts of the palace.

2. What kinds of mortal affairs interested the Olympians?  What prevented the gods from becoming too involved?

3. How did Zeus, Hades, and Poseidon divide Cronus’s kingdom?  Tell which part each received, and which part they shared.  Who, of the three, is considered the winner?

4. What happened to Cronus?  Describe his new reign.

5. How does the writer describe Zeus’s personality?  Why did Hera dislike being Zeus’s wife?

6. Why did Poseidon dislike Zeus?  What was Poseidon’s main weapon, and how did Zeus avoid it?  

7. Explain how Hephaestus broke his leg.

8. Which of the three goddesses is the oldest?  Why did Zeus fear them?

9. In your opinion, which god or goddess seems the most likeable?  The least likeable?

10. Tone is the attitude of feeling the writer has toward a subject.  What tone does Robert Graves take toward the gods and goddesses?

11. How are some of the gods’ emblems like these still used today?

· Owl

· Eagle

· Peacock

· Dove

· Trident

Complete the following chart
	Name of God
	Area of Control
	Emblems

	Zeus
	Sky
	Eagle

	Hera
	marriage
	

	Poseidon
	
	

	Demeter
	
	Poppy flower

	Hephaestus
	
	

	Athene
	
	

	Ares
	
	

	Aphrodite
	Love/Beauty
	

	Apollo
	
	

	Artemis
	
	

	Hermes
	
	

	Hestia
	Hearth/home
	


“In the Beginning”

1. According to the first creation myth, what existed in the universe at the beginning of time?

2. Who was the most powerful of all the gods?  What happened when this god brought together the Earth-Mother and the Sky-Father? 

3. What did Uranus do to his children and why?

4. Who were the Titans?  What did Gaia ask them to do?

5. How did Cronus come to rule the world?

6. Describe the Golden Age and the three Ages that come after it—the Silver Age, the Brazen Age, and the Age of Iron.

7. What curse did Uranus place on Cronus? How did Cronus try to avoid the curse?

8. How did Rhea help Zeus escape the fate of his brothers and sisters? 

9. For 10 years war raged in heaven between the Titans and the younger gods led by Zeus.  Explain how Mother Earth helped Zeus gain new allies in the war.  Who were his new allies?  

10. What gifts did the Cyclops make for Poseidon, Hades, and Zeus?  How did these new gifts help the Olympians defeat the Titans?

11. How do the gods seem more human than divine?

12. Although the gods are all-powerful, they often have to obey higher rules.  In the selection you have just read, what are some of the rules? 

“After the Earth Appeared”

1. How does the myth “Prometheus” explain why people sacrificed only the bones of cattle to the gods?

2. How does this myth explain the origin of fire?

3. What was Zeus’s response to the fires he saw on earth?  How did Prometheus suffer for what he gave humanity? Who finally rescues Prometheus?
4. What secret did Prometheus know about Zeus?  How did Zeus avoid having his son depose him, just as he had deposed Cronus?

5. Name the three fates.  Explain the role that each one has in every person’s life. 

6. According to the myth “Pandora’s Box” why were women created?  Who was the first woman? 

7. How does the myth explain the existence of evil in the world? How does it explain the existence of hope?

8. What was Zeus’s reason for destroying the earth and its inhabitants? Why were Deucalion and Pyrrha spared?  Describe how the new human race was created.

9. Myths often teach moral lessons.  What would the myth about Prometheus’s punishment, Pandora, and the flood teach people about their responsibilities to the gods?

10. What objections might some people have to the Pandora myth and to the way it depicts women? 

“Narcissus”
1. What does Narcissus do that causes him to be cursed?

2. How does Narcissus finally fall in love?

3. In what way has Echo’s voice been changed and why?

4. How are Echo and Narcissus changed at the end of the myth? 

5. Why is it appropriate that Narcissus becomes a flower?

6. What does this myth suggest about the risks of human pride?

7. What are two facts of nature that are explained by this myth?

8. Do you think there is a little bit of Narcissus in each of us?

“Demeter and Persephone”

1. What motivates Pluto to take Persephone to his kingdom?

2. What does Demeter do when she discovers her daughter is lost?

3. How is the situation resolved?

4. How does nature change as Persephone moves between the earth and the underworld?

5. Why is Persephone unhappy in the underworld?

6. What does Pluto’s nickname, “the grim king,” suggest about his emotional outlook on the world?

7. How does Demeter feel when she cannot find her daughter?

“Icarus and Daeudalus”

1. Why was Daedalus shut up in a tower?

2. What is Daedalus’ plan to escape from the island?

3. What warning does Daedalus give to his son?

4. Why did Icarus fly higher and higher?

5. What is the moral of the story?

Phaethon 
1. Who are Phaethon’s parents?
2. How does Phaethon feel about his parents?

3. How does Phaethon behave in competitions?

4. What does Phaethon ask his father to allow him to do?

5. Why does Apollo say it is not a good idea?

6. What “right” does Phaethon want to prove? ( line 70)

7. Why is the earth getting so hot?

8. What does Zeus do to Phaethon?

9. What happens to Apollo’s chariot and horses?

10.  What lesson is suggested by Phaethon’s fate?

11.  According to the myth why does the sun rise and set every day?
“The Wooden Horse”

1. What do the Greeks realize they must do to avoid defeat?

2. Describe the wooden horse that Odysseus orders made.  What is the plan in involving this horse.

3. Who is Sinon?  What two tales does he tell in order to trick the Trojans?

4. Who is the only Trojan chieftain to survive?

5. Who helps him escape? 

