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The Tet Offensive

Tet Offensive — January
30", 1968. Surprise North
Viethamese/Vietcong
attack on South

*Over 100 towns and
cities, 12 US air bases, US
Embassy in Saigon, all
attacked

*Military victory for ARVN
and US, psychological
victory for communists

“If they are so close to
defeat, how did they
accomplish this attack?”

Public opinion in the
United States turns on
LBJ

Mainstream media
begins to criticize the
war

Turning point of war



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn4w-ud-TyE

-\ B weslEni Election of 1968

plummets, decides not to
seek re-election

* Violence grips the nation:
— April, 68 — Death of MLK

— June, 68 — Death of RFK,
Democratic candidate

-

Convention in Chicago,
rioting and violence
between anti-war
protestors, Chicago
Police, and the National
Guard

— Democratic National i’ —
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYqmO0PJ5Zk

Nixon Becomes President

e Chaos of ‘68 benefits
“law and order”

Republican candidate
Richard Nixon

e Wins election over
Democrat Hubert
Humphrey

* Nixon and National
Security Advisor Henry
Kissinger began plan to
end the war




Nixon and Vietham

Nixon begins slow troop withdrawal

Process of “Vietnamization” of War

— Training of South Viethamese troops to carry out
the fighting in place of US troops

ldea of Peace with Honor

While negotiating, Nixon increases bombing of
the North, begins to illegally bomb Ho Chi
Minh Trail in Laos and Cambodia; invasion of
Cambodia




Controversy on the Home Front

| Ist Photos of Viet Mass Slaymg
 NY Times breaks story :

of massacre of civilians
by US troops in village
of My Lai

e Revealed that over 200
civilians were killed

* Further outrages
American public

Cameraman

: Saw GIs Slay
- 100 Villagers



Controversy on the Home Front

* Anti-war protest at Kent
State University™, OH,
(1970)

e National Guard fires
into crowd, killing four
students

* Two more student B i
protestors killed at
Jackson State University
ten days later

¢ |

*click for primary account of event


http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0504.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0504.html

Controversy on the Home Front

* Pentagon Papers — Secret documents leaked in
1971 revealing that both Kennedy and LBJ had
taken secret actions in Vietham without the
approval of Congress.

e Confirms beliefs of many Americans that
government had not been honest about
intentions of war

* NY Times vs. US—1971 — government tries to
suppress information from documents — loses
case




War Ends

* Throughout 1971, Nixon
bombs and negotiates

* Prior to election of
1972, US wins ceasefire,
announces peace — last
US troops withdraw in
“73 — Paris Peace
Accords

e Southern capital of
Saigon falls to
communist forces in
1975




Legacy of War

58,000 Americans killed, 300,000 wounded

Difficult return

for veterans

26" Amendment gives 18 year olds right to vote

Huge death tol

President’s abi
of Congress

nflux of Viethamese refugees to US

in Cambodia

Draft abolished; War Powers Act limits

ity to wage war without approval
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lconic Images from the Vietnam Era*™
















i 7 | B T
= s, [




An Era of Social Change



The Counterculture Movement

 Mid to late 1960’s, baby boomers entering teen,
college years

* Generational division in social values between
them and their parents — extension of Beat
Movement

* Widespread split in society over issues including:

— Vietnam War, Civil Rights, Sexuality, Women’s Rights,
Drug Use, Interpretation of the American Dream

— Growth of rock music, hippie culture, alternative
media, new styles of art, literature, film-making



Hippie Culture

 Most dramatic example of counterculture
movement — Hippies

— Drop out of normal society

— Use of mind altering drugs (“tune in, turn on, drop
out”) like LSD and marijuana

— Outrageous clothing, rock music, long hair, sexual
freedom, eastern religions, communal lifestyle

— Centered in Haight-Ashbury neighborhood of San
Francisco






Hippie Culture

* Hippie culture faded
rapidly

e Disillusionment as
violence, lack of
economic security, drug
abuse take toll

* End of Vietnam strips
movement of impetus

* Hippie Culture goes
mainstream— loses
appeal

Violence at Altamont

i iy Sharon Tate, Four
of Acfion Men 18

Others Murde__fed
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Cultural Changes

Counterculture movement is short-lived, but
leaves a lasting influence culturally:

*Fashion
*Pop Art

*Rock Music: Beatles, Rolling Stones, Grateful
Dead, Jimi Hendrix, Woodstock (1969)

*Sexual Revolution

eCasual attitudes lead to Conservative backlash


http://www.wikhistoart.site.ac-strasbourg.fr/images/originales/campbell_s_soup_cans.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvxkKwWoCTA

Women’s Movement

e Rise of Feminism in 1960’s

— Belief that women should have economic,
political, and social equality

— Betty Friedan “Feminine Mystique”

— Growth of women in workforce

— Creation of National Organization for Women
(NOW) to fight for equality in employment, birth
control rights

— Gloria Steinem — “Ms. Magazine”



Women’s Movement

e Legal Gains
— Ban on gender discrimination in workplace (1972)
— Roe v. Wade legalizes abortion

— ERA — Equal Rights Amendment- Proposed
Amendment to Constitution

— Conservatives of the New Right fight the
amendment; barely defeated



1960’s, Native American
struggle for greater
autonomy

Formation of American
Indian Movement (AIM)

Protests of broken
treaties, government
abuses; violence at
Wounded Knee

Indians regain lands and
damages in the hundreds
of millions from US
government

Native Americans




Latino Movement

During 1960’s, Latino population in the US
tripled

Growing demand for equality and fair
treatment

Cesar Chavez founds United Farm Workers to
protect agricultural laborers rights

Growth in Latino political power
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http://theragblog.blogspot.com

http://thefiscaltimes.com

http://plaindealer.com

nttp://www.fanpop.com

http://today.uconn.edu

nttp://hannahrjones13.buzznet.com

http://www.eventective.com

nttp://www.latimes.com

From www.ya-native.com

From IMGUR.com


http://theragblog.blogspot.com/
http://thefiscaltimes.com/
http://plaindealer.com/
http://www.fanpop.com/
http://today.uconn.edu/
http://hannahrjones13.buzznet.com/
http://www.eventective.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.ya-native.com/timeline/WounderKnee1973.html

