Author’s Purpose

Greek fire was an early thermal weapon used by the Byzantine Empire during the 9th and 10th centuries. This incendiary liquid could burn even on water, which made it ideal for use in naval battles. It was generally pumped out of siphons onto enemy ships or poured into grenades and thrown by hand.
     Tradition holds that the secret of Greek fire was bequeathed to Emperor Constantine by an angel. The composition of this weapon was a closely guarded military secret, so modern scientists do not know the exact Byzantine formula. Some of the proposed ingredients include quicklime, sulfur, niter, and naphtha.
      Although Greek fire was a formidable weapon, it did not make the Byzantine Empire invincible. It had a limited range when deployed either by siphons or grenades. Byzantine soldiers could not utilize the weapon when seas were rough, or they would risk their own ships and personnel being destroyed. Despite these drawbacks, Greek fire was used to great advantage during the Byzantine civil wars and remains an interesting historical enigma today. 

1. Read the following sentence from the passage.

Tradition holds that the secret of Greek fire was bequeathed to Emperor Constantine by an angel.

The author most likely included this sentence in the passage to 
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	A.
	highlight the religious controversy that caused the wars in which Greek fire was used.
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	B.
	suggest that Greek fire was a religious myth and not a real weapon used in warfare.
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	C.
	explain why it took so long for scientists to uncover the Byzantine recipe for Greek fire.
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	D.
	reveal an additional reason for the importance of Greek fire to the Byzantines.


2. What is the main purpose of this passage? 
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	A.
	to inform the reader about Byzantine religious mythology
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	B.
	to persuade modern navies to develop their own Greek fire
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	C.
	to explain the main cause of Byzantine civil wars
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	D.
	to describe the Byzantine weapon called Greek fire


From the Editor's Desk
Round Robin Senior High School


     Most students think of white sandy beaches and deep blue oceans when they think of Spring Break. This year, however, my vacation involved sheep, vegetables, and knee-high work boots. The owner of Nine Bean Farm, located just ten miles north of our high school, contacted me last month to see if I would be interested in a unique opportunity. I, ever the intrepid reporter, jumped at the chance to star in my own version of the old TV show Green Acres.
     My farm vacation began at 5 a.m. on Monday morning—which, admittedly, did not make me very happy. After several cups of farm manager Betty Kinkade's strong coffee, I was ready to pitch in and make myself useful. I was handed a shovel and pointed in the direction of the sheep barn. Two hours later, the stalls were free of dirty hay, the sheep were blissfully resting on fresh straw, and my arms and shoulders were aching. I chowed down on farm-fresh eggs, piping hot French toast, and crispy hash browns as a reward for my hard work.
     Throughout the week, I learned many valuable lessons about how animals should be treated and how important small farms are to our environment. Nine Bean Farm operates entirely without the use of chemicals, growth hormones, or pesticides, and I have a new appreciation for the intense hard work that organic farming involves. I drove away from Nine Bean with a new determination to pay more attention to the source of the food on my plate.
     Almost everyone I know, including friends and family, told me that I was crazy for wanting to spend my Spring Break at a farm. After all, I am a city girl through and through. Farming will most likely never be a part of my life. So, why spend a week of my life mucking out stalls, weeding gardens, and shearing sheep? The short answer is—to experience firsthand the beauty of nature and remind myself that every decision, even one as simple as what food to eat, impacts the world around me. That's not a bad lesson to take away from a week's vacation. 

3. What is the main purpose of this editorial? 
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	A.
	to defend the author's decision to become a farmer
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	B.
	to persuade readers to purchase only organically grown food
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	C.
	to share the author's personal experience with readers


	[image: image12]
	D.
	to introduce readers to the effect of pesticides on the environment


4. The final paragraph of this editorial primarily serves to 
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	A.
	defend the author's decision to spend a week working at a farm.
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	B.
	condemn the narrow-minded attitudes of the author's friends and family.
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	C.
	describe the author's decision to purchase only organic food.
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	D.
	suggest that "city girls" should not waste their time working on farms.



     Old-time music is a genre of North American folk music that can trace its roots to England, Ireland, and Scotland. Generally, this music is played using a combination of a fiddle and one or more plucked string instruments, such as the banjo or the guitar. Dancing often accompanies old-time music, and the style of dancing differs according to the region. For example, clogging is more common in Appalachia, and square dancing is traditional in many Southern states.
     In 2000, old-time music experienced a revival in the United States due to the release of the movie O Brother, Where Art Thou?, which included several old-time songs on its soundtrack. Folk music schools, such as the Old Town School of Folk Music in Chicago, Illinois, began to train students in the old-time musical style. Additionally, many informal jam sessions began to form across the U.S. to pass on traditional songs and techniques.
     The majority of old-time players learn the traditional songs by ear rather than by reading sheet music. Although many songs and tunes are played the same way they have been for centuries, there are numerous regional and local variations to old-time music. Old-time, just like many other musical styles, encourages improvisation, and this makes written notation difficult, if not impossible. Regardless of the challenges that exist in preserving the many versions of old-time songs, the music community is making every attempt to keep this rich tradition alive for future generations. 

5. Which sentence contributes LEAST to the author's main purpose in writing the passage? 
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	A.
	Generally, this music is played using a combination of a fiddle and one or more plucked string instruments, such as the banjo or the guitar.
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	B.
	Old-time music is a genre of North American folk music that can trace its roots to England, Ireland, and Scotland.
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	C.
	The majority of old-time players learn the traditional songs by ear rather than by reading sheet music.
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	D.
	For example, clogging is more common in Appalachia, and square dancing is traditional in many Southern states.


6. The author mentions the movie O Brother, Where Art Thou? in the second paragraph primarily to 
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	A.
	describe the influence of old-time music on Hollywood.
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	B.
	explain an increase in the popularity of old-time music.
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	C.
	encourage readers to support movies about old-time music.
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	D.
	provide information about the first film to include old-time music.


7. The first paragraph is primarily intended to 
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	A.
	introduce the topic of the old-time music genre.
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	B.
	reveal the author's preference for old-time music.
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	C.
	explain the significance of the fiddle in old-time music.
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	D.
	portray old-time music as unoriginal and derivative.




Guard Llamas
by J. Robbins

     Livestock, such as sheep, cattle, and goats, are vulnerable to many threats, and predation of valuable livestock costs millions of dollars per year. A guard animal lives with a herd or flock to protect the livestock and deter predators. Shepherds, farmers, and ranchers consider the ideal guard animal to be one that is effective, fearless, cost-effective, and easy to maintain. Surprisingly, guard llamas have proven to fit the bill in most circumstances and can be found guarding animals on farms and ranches across the United States and North America.
     Llamas are members of the South American Camelidae family and are used as beasts of burden in many areas of the world. They are well-socialized to humans and bond quickly with livestock. Additionally, llamas react aggressively to members of the Canidae family—including dogs, coyotes, jackals, foxes, and wolves. These attributes make llamas ideal guard animals for a variety of livestock, although they are most widely used to guard sheep. Once llamas become attached to their livestock, they actively protect the animals by chasing, kicking, or spitting at predators and moving the flock to a safe location.
     In a study conducted by Iowa State University in 1990, llamas were rated as effective guard animals by 80 percent of sheep owners. Many ecologists and wildlife biologists are also pleased with this practice because it provides a non-lethal way to handle predators. Llamas are also a sound investment for shepherds, farmers, and ranchers because they are long-lived (often living up to 20 years), acclimated to a wide variety of climates, and able to graze on the same land as sheep, goats, and cattle. Although they are not 100% successful against predators, guard llamas can be an effective, economic, and ecologically friendly resource to help livestock owners protect their livelihood. 

8. Which sentence from the passage most strongly supports the author's overall purpose in writing? 
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	A.
	A guard animal lives with a herd or flock to protect the livestock and deter predators.
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	B.
	Shepherds, farmers, and ranchers consider the ideal guard animal to be one that is effective, fearless, cost-effective, and easy to maintain.
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	C.
	In a study conducted by Iowa State University in 1990, llamas were rated as effective guard animals by 80 percent of sheep owners.
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	D.
	Llamas are members of the South American Camelidae family and are used as beasts of burden in many areas of the world.


A Boy with Dreams
by A. Gautam
	Willy waited every night
to wake up
and turn into a Batman.
He had the jaw
that looked intimidating
in a cowl,
and the perfect chin
with a hint of toughness—
full lips—an embodiment 
of strength.
But he had the eyes of a poet—
searching meaning,
and looking beyond 
what is seen.
When he looked at the city 
from his balcony,
he was learning 
to swim in the world—
growing up to be a man
was tougher than it seemed.
He was a boy with dreams.
He wanted wings.


9. Which statement best describes the purpose of this passage? 
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	A.
	It's a persuasive selection on how to sleep and dream.
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	B.
	It's an entertaining piece about a young boy's dreams.
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	C.
	It's an instructive work on how to live and dream big.
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	D.
	It's an informative article about a confused dreamer.


Dolphin Saves Whales Stuck on New Zealand Beach
by Adrian Bathgate

     WELLINGTON (Reuters) - The case of two stranded whales saved by a dolphin off the coast of New Zealand could be the first such case in the world, a conservation worker said on Thursday.
     Moko the dolphin, a regular visitor to the coast of Mahia on the east Coast of New Zealand's North Island, became an instant hero after leading two pygmy whales that had repeatedly stranded into deep water on Monday.
     "As far as I know it's the only documented instance of this happening," said local Department of Conservation officer Malcolm Smith, adding he had checked with whale stranding specialists who were also unaware of any similar dolphin rescues.
     Moko, who had been visiting the beach at Mahia on and off over the summer, arrived at the beach in the nick of time, Smith said.
     The disoriented mother and calf had resisted attempts to herd them out to sea, and kept restranding on the beach, to the point where Smith said the pair would likely have to be killed.
     Then Moko appeared and came right up to the whales before leading them out to sea.
     "Quite clearly the attitude of the whales changed when the dolphin arrived on the scene. They responded virtually straight away," Smith said.
     "The dolphin managed in a couple of minutes what we had failed to do in an hour and a half."
     Smith said the whales had not been sighted again in the area.
     However Moko had returned and was continuing to play with swimmers near the shore, as she has done for about the past six months.
     According to Department of Conservation figures, about 700 whales strand on New Zealand beaches every year.
     The exact reasons why are not known, but theories include sickness and sloping sandy beaches interfering with whales' sense of direction.

10. The main purpose of the passage is to 
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	A.
	inform the audience about New Zealand.
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	B.
	inform the audience about a whale rescue.
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	C.
	persuade the audience that whales become confused.
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	D.
	persuade the audience that dolphins are intelligent.


