
Minnesota Public Radio 
an Overview



APMMPR: Mission, Vision and Strategy

Our mission is to enrich the mind and nourish the spirit, thereby assisting 
our audiences to enhance their lives, expand perspectives and strengthen
their communities. 

OUR 
MISSION

We will be the most relevant, innovative and insightful public media 
company in America.

OUR 
VISION

We will create indispensible content that engages with diverse audiences 
to connect people with each other, their communities, their country, and 
the world. 

OUR 
STRATEGY

Why we exist

What we envision for our future, based on our mission

How we will pursue our Vision





• MPR News

• Classical MPR

• The Current

Minnesota Public Radio: Regional Services



Minnesota Public Radio: Regional Network





• Has the region’s largest broadcast news staff 
– 70+ journalists, producers, editors and hosts

• Has won more than 875 journalism awards
• Presents timely, accurate, fair, balanced, diverse and 

engaging news, plus public affairs, cultural and other 
spoken-word programming

• Pursues mission by seeking to build an informed 
citizenry, to stimulate lifelong learning, to broaden 
perspectives, to create shared values and experiences,
and to help strengthen communities

• Uses objective, fact-based approach 
• Involves audience through innovative model of Public 

Insight Journalism or PIJ

Minnesota Public Radio News





• Airs on 29 regional stations

• Enjoys partnerships with Minnesota Orchestra, SPCO 
and others

• With APM…
Biggest producer and distributor of classical music content

• Boasts a national portfolio of programs, like
– Performance Today
– SymphonyCast 

• Classical 24:  Syndicated 24/7 radio format for stations

Classical Minnesota Public Radio





• The best new music alongside legendary 
artists

• Features in-studio performances 

• Supports the local music community 

• Bold and creative risks (think university 
publisher)

• Engages listeners beyond music 
– Policy and a Pint
– Rock the Cradle 

• Links with MPRNews.org

The Current®





Alert System because our network covers 95% of all 
Minnesotans. 

MPR distributes a signal to all Minnesota broadcasters 
through its statewide network of stations in the 
following emergency situations:

– AMBER (child-abduction) alerts
– National Emergency Announcement 
– Nuclear emergencies
– Chemical emergencies
– Governor-declared emergencies

MPR: Backbone to Minnesota’s 
Emergency Alert System (EAS) &
AMBER Alert 



MPR’s FY2012-13 
General Fund Request - $460,000
• Our FY2012-13 request of 

$460,000.00 can be broken down 
into the following two areas: 

• Federally-mandated upgrades to 
Minnesota’s EAS/AMBER Alert systems
($154,000.00), and 

• Replacing, repairing, and building 
stations in Greater Minnesota 
($306,000.00).

 



FCC Mandate: Upgrade to Minnesota’s 
Emergency Alert System (EAS)
$154,000

Deadline for Compliance: September 30, 2011

These equipment upgrades will result in the following: 
• (1) In addition to the current reach, the upgrades will tie 

into the Internet and will thereby  will also enable 
“localized” access, allowing local officials to send and 
receive warnings that relate to their specific communities. 
The current system only allows for alerts that are 
“statewide or nothing.”  

• (2) A broader scope of recipients will receive and 
distribute the signal within individual communities. 
(Currently, only Minnesota broadcasters are required to 
receive and distribute the warnings.)  Additional recipients
under this new system will include digital providers, 
internet service providers, cable providers, hospitals, 
police and fire departments, nursing homes, schools, and 
possibly others).  



Greater Minnesota Infrastructure
General Fund Request: $306,000.00
• Worthington, 
• Bemidji, 
• Brainerd, 
• Buhl, 
• Rochester, 
• St. Peter, 
• Appleton, 
• Moorhead, 
• Grand Marais, 
• Roseau, 
• Thief River Falls
• Hinckley
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