 MACON HIGH SCHOOL BAND HANDBOOK

Welcome to the Macon High School Band!  The instrumental music program at Macon High School forms a very visible and important part of the total high school curriculum.  It represents a well-organized and highly disciplined segment of school life.  Many of the activities and traditions of high school would seem dull without the presence and participation of the band.  Appearances at concerts, festivals/contests/competitions, parades, and athletic events, as well as occasional appearances at community, civic, and social events, add a great deal of color and enthusiasm to Macon and to the surrounding area.

Please read this handbook thoroughly as you will be expected to know, understand, and abide by all guidelines contained herein and any verbal regulations that may be established.

The main emphasis of the instrumental music program is on the development and maintenance of a quality music education program.  Scholastic achievement and good citizenship are stressed.  School spirit and loyalty to the group are emphasized.  We help students develop leadership along with time management, decision-making, and critical-thinking skills.  Self-discipline, a positive attitude, and dependability are essential.  As you know, belonging to a group can be tough.  Just remember we need to work together in achieving the goals set before our band --- group goals are top priority.

You must be willing to do your best to work hard to improve your own techniques as well as that of the total group.  You will be responsible for learning all music and maneuvers.  We are no better than our least prepared member --- Don’t Be the Weakest Link on the Chain.  We want to maintain our tradition of excellence, and this takes the dedication and concentration of each member.  Remember, you must approach every practice as if it were a performance.  It is the satisfaction of a job well done and the pride in the accomplishments achieved that make the sacrifices worthwhile.

Please be supportive and helpful of the other band members.  Assist them when necessary, just as you would hope to receive assistance when you need it.  Such support should be genuine and offered with respect and courtesy --- don’t be bossy.  Treat others as you wish to be treated.

Your performance in the classroom is very important, for it is the classroom where the foundation for learning takes place.  The knowledge and practical skills gained through your various classes make it possible for you to make an acceptable place for yourself in society.  You must do your best in each of your classes.  We encourage you to set your personal goals high enough to enjoy a successful band experience and still achieve high scholastic standards.  We expect you to maintain at least a “C” grade average.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY
You are expected to attend all class rehearsals, sectionals, extra practices, and performances.  Exceptions can be made with PRIOR notification and the APPROVAL of the band director.  Such exceptions will be handled on an individual basis.

Absence from school on the day of a class rehearsal, sectional, extra practice, or performance will excuse you, providing the school has been properly notified by your parent or guardian of the absence.  The participation eligibility of a student absent from school on the day of a performance due to an excused absence will be established by the school administration.  An unexcused absence from school on the day of a performance will make you ineligible to participate in that performance, also hindering your grade drastically.  One unexcused absence from a performance (the failure to appear at a scheduled performance without proper notification and pre-approval from the band director) may result in a failing grade for that quarter depending on the circumstances.  These situations will be handled on an individual basis.
Many students have jobs with numerous employers in the community; however, working jobs are NOT considered an excused absence when in conflict with a class rehearsal, sectional, extra practice, or performance.  You will have our practice/performance schedule early enough to schedule your work and other personal involvements around these dates—you are expected to attend all rehearsal and performances.  Remember – group goals are top priority.  

Student athletes are encouraged to participate in both music and sports. Sometimes conflicts do occur in scheduling.  If you foresee a scheduling conflict, let both your coach and music teacher know of the conflict so they may also communicate with each other to see what can be worked out.  If it is possible to do both activities on a day, we will all work together to make that happen.  Band students should not take on managerial roles for varsity football contests as you will be required to be with the band.  Cheerleaders and basketball players are to perform with the band during pep band.  When it is time for you to perform or leave to get dressed, you will be exempt from pep band during those moments.  Please use common sense and communicate well in advance of any conflicts you foresee.
SECTIONAL/MORNING/NIGHT PRACTICE POLICY
Extra practices or sectionals will be called as necessary.  All sectional and/or night/morning practices are REQUIRED.  If you anticipate a conflict with our practice/performance schedule, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to work that matter out with the appropriate teacher, employer, sponsor, coach, or other individual PRIOR to the first scheduled rehearsal/performance.

Arriving to a class rehearsal or performance late and/or leaving early is not supportive of the group.  Two such offenses will count as one unexcused absence.  Two unexcused absences from a rehearsal or morning/night practice will result in lowering your grade by one letter (A to B, B to C, etc).  Attendance/tardiness will be carefully monitored.
MUSIC POLICY
You will be responsible for the folder and all music passed out to you.  It is either to be taken home or returned to its designated place at the end of each rehearsal.  Music is NOT to be kept in your instrument case or on your music stand when class if finished.
Any music you lose, keep, misplace, damage, etc, will be accounted for by you at the rate of $1.00 per sheet of marching size music and $3.00 per sheet of concert size music.  Grades will be withheld pending payment to the high school office.

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT POLICY
You will be assessed an annual fee of $30 if you wish to use a school-owned instrument.  Proper maintenance of the instrument is solely up to you, and is your responsibility to make sure it stays in good working order and is properly cleaned and stored.  If you have been assigned a school-owned instrument, accessories, or equipment to use during the school year, you will be responsible for what is checked out to you.  
An Instrument Checkout Form will be kept on file, and will contain your name, model and serial number of the instrument, your name as the person to whom it is checked out, a place for you to sign your name, and a place for your parent or guardian to sign.  
A school-owned instrument, equipment, or accessory that is lost, stolen, kept, or misplaced, destroyed, damaged, etc while it is checked out to you will be handled on an individual basis, depending on the circumstances under which the incident in question occurred.  However, should negligence or other misuse or abuse of the instrument, equipment, or accessories be evident, total or partial repair or replacement will be at your expense.

INSTRUMENT IDENTIFICATION POLICY
Each privately owned instrument is to be identified by displaying either a leather or plastic identification tag or a piece of paper securely taped or otherwise fastened to the instrument case.  The tag should include the student’s name, address, city/state/zip, and “Macon High School”.  If a piece of paper is used, this is to be checked regularly to make sure it hasn’t come off or is illegible.

UNIFORM POLICY
The uniform is a symbol of pride and tradition.  Treat it with utmost respect at all times.

Take care of the uniform assigned to you.  In essence, you are responsible for over $500 worth of items.  Accept a personal challenge of keeping it looking as if it has never been worn.  Report any repair or cleaning problems IMMEDIATELY so they can be taken care of.

All uniforms will be stored in the uniform closet.  They will not leave the building unless they are being worn to a performance, or unless you have received special permission from the band director to remove it from the premises.

You will assessed an annual fee of $10 to help cover cleaning and repair costs of the uniform issued to you.  This fee is usually collected during the week of band camp.  The uniform will not be worn until this fee has been paid.  You will need to purchase the following items to “finish the uniform”:

Black socks, white socks, white marching band shoes (purchased from the band department), black dress shoes for concert band, and marching gloves (purchased also from the band office).

Allow enough time before a performance to change into your uniform.  Report to the band room at the appointed time for this purpose.  Make sure the uniform is worn properly, as one of the main goals of a marching band is to look the same (establish uniformity).

You will be responsible for the uniform checked out to you.  A uniform that is lost, stolen, etc, while checked out to you will be handled on an individual basis, depending on the circumstances under which the incident in question occurred.   Should negligence or other misuse of the uniform be evident, total or partial repair, replacement, or cleaning will be done at your expense.

CONDUCT AND APPEARANCE
As a member of the Macon High School Band, you are a very visible representative of the Macon County R-1 High School and Macon, Missouri.  Please conduct yourself at all times in a meaningful and positive manner that will give credit to our school, band, and our community.  Conduct and appearance at any class rehearsal, sectional, extra practice, and performance, both home and away, shall be in good taste.  Getting along with each other in our complex society is sometimes indeed a difficult task.  You have the obligation to respect the rights of others and to conduct yourself in a mature and responsible manner.  All behaviors contained in the Macon County R-1 School Student Handbook will be followed and observed.

RANDOM DRUG TESTING POLICY

In order to be a member of the Macon High School Band, you will need to read, understand, and fully agree to random drug testing as set by the Macon R-1 School Board.   Forms will need to be filled out and returned to school before our first official performance in order for you to participate.
MEDICAL RELEASE FORM
You will be required to submit a properly filled-out and signed Medical Release Form before participating in the instrumental music program.  This completed form will be kept on file for future reference, and must be re-submitted each year you are in band.

GRADE DETERMINATION
Grading in band is based on several criteria, yet one has to remember some band members may live for the competitive side of what band may offer, and some may be in band for the pure enjoyment of belonging to a group.  Levels of performance vary greatly among members of band, yet certain basic skills must exist.  Grades in band class are given according to attendance (class, extra rehearsal, and performances), level of participation, attitude, level of improvement, and test grades.

Ten points can be earned each day of class or any extra rehearsal we have.  Performances are worth 100 points.  Members are expected to be at all rehearsals, sectionals, morning/night practices, and performances.  Being late for a class, rehearsal, or performance will take off 20 percent of the daily or performance grade.  Two unexcused absences from rehearsal or night practices will automatically drop your grade by one letter (A to B, B to C, etc).  Unexcused absences from performances will not be tolerated.  ANY PERFORMANCE YOU MISS (IF UNEXCUSED) MAY RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC “F” FOR THE QUARTER.  All unexcused absences from performances will be handled on an individual basis, depending on the circumstances under which the incident in question occurred.   Should negligence or other circumstances become evident, you may receive an “F” for the quarter.  You belong to a group, and the group’s goals come first.  Again, it is your responsibility to clear any performance dates we have with the appropriate people.  (See attendance policy)

BAND LETTERS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS
The requirement for lettering is the earning of a Superior rating (I) at the District Music Festival either as a soloist or as a member of a small ensemble.  Letters may also be earned by receiving an Excellent Rating (II) at the District Music Festival as a soloist AND by auditioning for the Northeast Missouri All-District band.  Regularly scheduled private lessons with the band director or other approved private lesson tutor must be shown in order to letter without receiving Superior (I) rating at the District Music Festival.  Points are also accumulated to determine letters, leadership awards, and participation awards.  Point classifications are as follows:

Letter:  keep 75% of possible points in addition to District rating/private lesson criteria


Leadership award:  accumulate 85% of total possible points

Point Schedule:


Daily Grade – 10



Performances – 100


All-Conference Band – 100


All-District – 150 (100 H.M)


All-State – 250 (200 Alt, 175 H.M.)

Solos – 100 (festival), 50 (other)


Ensembles – 75 (festival), 50 (other)




EXTRA CREDIT POINTS:        50 Points for I ratings at festivals

Key Awards are given to students who have lettered for four years.  The award also goes to those students who have lettered for three years as the result of having taken a solo.

Leadership awards are earned by auditioning for honor bands and/or participating in extra activities outside the normal classtime.  Students must also earn 85% of all possible points for the year.
An Outstanding Senior Woodwind and Brass award are given in years when funds are available in the form of a monetary scholarship.  

The Gerald E. Sandbothe Music Scholarship is awarded annually to a graduating senior student who has participated in band all four years.  This scholarship is awarded to a student who is of good character, maintains high grades, exhibits leadership, and has provided inspiration to others.

The Dr. Alpha C. Mayfield Music Scholarship is our largest scholarship award.  This scholarship is open to either band or choral students.  Points are accumulated all four years, and student who transfer in are also eligible.  Points are awarded for taking solos to contest and participation in All –Conference, All-District, or All-State Band/Choir.  

HOME GAME POLICY
There are to be no non-band students sitting in or loitering around the band bleachers.  There are to be no non-band students in the band room prior to OR following the game.  Only band students and assisting adults will be allowed in the band room.  Please make arrangements to meet your friends elsewhere.

It will not be possible to take drinks, coats, etc over to the football field for you.  Make that arrangement with parents or friends (or do it yourself early).  Have them bring the garment or drinks to you in the bleachers --- NO LEAVING THE BAND BLEACHERS!  The band uniform coat is to be worn properly at all times unless given different instructions from the band director. 
After each half-time performance AND after I have dismissed you from the end of your performance (after any announcements), you will given the third quarter to get something to eat or drink and talk with family or friends.  YOU ARE TO STAY INSIDE THE FENCED-IN AREA OF THE FOOTBALL STADIUM.  You are to be back in the bleachers, READY TO PLAY, before the end of the third quarter.  We will play between quarters.

You will not be allowed to change at the half of home football games OR work in the concession stand.  Please notify any sponsor of this.

BUS/TRAVEL POLICY
You will ride the bus BOTH ways unless the band director has given you special permission to RIDE HOME with your parents or guardian.  Such permission must be requested by the parent or guardian in writing PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE OF THE TRIP.  In order to help establish “esprit de corps” and a true family feeling among the band members, requests to ride home will only be approved for reasons other than “my family car is more comfortable”.  

Follow all rules of the bus driver, chaperone, or any other adults that are riding the bus.  Use common sense and make sure the safety of everyone is foremost in your thoughts.

Any items brought from home (blankets, CD’s, other valuables) are YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.  It is not the responsibility of the bus driver, sponsors, or any other adults to hold on to your property for you or make sure it is looked after.  We will take every reasonable precaution, but…

IF YOU DON’T WANT IT STOLEN, DON’T BRING IT !

TRAILER POLICY
It is your responsibility to make sure everything you need is on the trailer before departing for any trip.  At each performance site, you are responsible for taking your instrument and uniform off and returning its case/bag to the trailer, and then after the performance, making sure your instrument/uniform is put away properly.

PERFORMANCE ROUTINES
Prior to a performance, the band will assemble and proceed in an orderly manner to designated practice or performance area.

In order to justify out-of-town trips, we must make each trip an educational experience as well as a performance opportunity.  You are expected to watch other bands perform and show respect for the efforts put forth by other groups.

CONCLUSION
We expect hard work and loyalty from EACH band member in our instrumental music program.  Always remember, you are part of a group, and the group must come first in order for us to achieve the goals we set for ourselves year after year.  Since we are a performance-oriented group, we must strive to “put on a great show” for our community.  We are a major element of student life as well.  It is our job to get our student body behind our athletic teams when we are present.  Most of all, band has to be FUN!!!  It takes a tremendous amount of work to do what we do and how we do it (and that is EXCELLENT).  Yet we can only achieve new heights if we are having FUN making music for the community, our sports teams, and most importantly, OURSELVES!  HAVE A GREAT YEAR!!!
Macon Band Forms

This booklet contains 6 necessary forms to be completed and returned to school.  High school students will be required to turn in all forms by the end of the first week of band camp. 

The Medical Release Form is required for emergency medical treatment.  It must be signed at the bottom in order for doctors/nurses to provide any type of medical treatment…this includes pain relief as well.

The Acknowledgement Form is simply a way for us to be sure that students/parents have read the band handbook and understand all that it entails.

The Instrument Check-out Form is an organizational tool for those students who use school-owned instruments.  

The Communication page is self-explanatory.

The Band Booster Organization Form helps us organize yearly events.

The Random Drug Testing Participation Form is mandatory to participate in band.

All dues for gloves/shoes/instrument rental will be expected by the end of the first quarter.  Thank you!!!

Instrument Checkout Form

Dear Parent:

School records indicate your child will be using the following instrument, equipment, or accessories during the school year:

Name of Student:  ___________________________________________

Inventory Checked Out:  ______________________________________

Serial Number:    ______________________________

You will be assessed an annual fee of $30 if you wish to use a school-owned instrument ($15 for half a year).   This fee will be due by parent/teacher conferences.  Proper maintenance of the instrument is solely up to you, and is your responsibility to make sure it stays in good working order and is properly cleaned and stored.  Percussionists are also required to pay this fee for the upkeep of drum heads, sticks, mallets, and maintenance of equipment.

Please be responsible for the item/s checked out to you.  Our board-approved policy for school-owned instruments states:  “A school-owned instrument, equipment, or accessories that are lost, stolen, kept, or misplaced, destroyed, damaged, etc while it is checked out to you will be handled on an individual basis, depending on the circumstances under which the incident in question occurred.  However, should negligence or other misuse or abuse of the instrument, equipment, or accessories be evident, total or partial repair or replacement will be at your expense”. It is a privilege to use a school-owned instrument, not a right.

________________________________________

                   (Signature of Student)

________________________________________

              (Signature of Parent/Guardian)

Acknowledgement Form

Dear Parent: 

I would like to ask you to read our Macon High School Band Handbook and let me know if you have any questions or comments concerning its content.  I would appreciate it if you would sign your name below indicating your knowledge of the content and the intent of this handbook.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest in the instrumental music program.

____________________________________

          (signature of parent/guardian)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Dear Band Member:

Please read this handbook carefully.  If you have any questions regarding its content, please let me know.  Otherwise I will assume you understand it and are willing to abide by it.

“By signing my name below, I am indicating I have read the Macon High School Band Handbook and will do my best to comply with it.”

____________________________________

            (signature of band member)

Medical Release Form

Macon County R-1 School District

Instrumental Music Department
Although band is a “non-contact” activity, accidents and injuries can happen.  To assist us in case of emergency, we are requesting the following form be completely filled out, signed, and returned to be kept on file.

Student’s Name:  ____________________________________________________

Address:              ____________________________________________________

Age:  _____

Birth Date:  __________________

Grade:  ______

As parents or legal guardians of the above student, I/we give permission for him/her to participate in band, its activities and travel.

I/We will not hold the school district responsible in case of injury or accident, whether it be enroute to or from or during a band-related activity or practice.  I/We hereby agree to hold the school district, its volunteers, agents, representatives, and employees harmless from any liability, actions, causes, debts, claims, or demands of every kind and nature whatsoever which may arise related to his/her participation in band.

If I/we cannot be reached and in the event of an emergency, I/we give consent for the school to obtain, through a physician or hospital of its choice, such medical care as is reasonably necessary for the welfare of the student if he/she is injured or becomes ill in the course of participation in band.

I/We guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment which may include, but not be limited to a physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, medications, and/or ambulance charges.

I/We are completely and accurately listing and/or describing all previous injuries and/or medical conditions (including all allergies) that are known to me/us which my affect this student’s well-being.  If there are none, please state “none”.

________________________________________________________________________

Does this student carry medications on his/her person?  If so, please describe.

Medication________________________  Purpose  ______________________________

Date of last tetanus shot:   __________________ Ins. Provider:   ____________________

                                                                               Policy #:  _________________________

Required Medical Consent Signature:  ____________________________

(this must be signed in order to receive treatment)

Communication Information

Please completely fill out the following information and return it as soon as possible.  Please make sure the school office has your up-to-date e-mail information.  We will be using the school office e-mail program for correspondence.  If they do not have your current e-mail, you will not receive e-mail information from the band department.  This page will not go to the appropriate offices for updating your e-mail with them.  Please call if you need assistance updating your information with the appropriate office staff.  This information will be filed in the band office.

Student Information

Last Name:  ________________________      First Name:  ____________________________

Phone #:  __________________________                Cell #:  ____________________________

E-Mail:    __________________________________________

Do You Work, and if so, where?      _______________________________________________

What other extra-curricular activities will you participate in this year?

Parent Information  

Last Name:  ________________________      Mom’s First Name:  ______________________

Last Name:  ________________________       Dad’s First Name:   ______________________

Mom’s Work Phone #:  __________________    Mom’s Cell:   _________________________

Mom’s Home E-Mail:  ___________________    Mom’s Work E-Mail:  _________________

Dad’s Work Phone #:  _____________________      Dad’s Cell:   _______________________

Dad’s Home E-Mail:  ___________________    Dad’s Work E-Mail:  ___________________

Thank you for filling out this information completely.

Band Booster Organization Form
We ask that you fill out the following to help our boosters officers organize important functions we have throughout the year.  

I would be willing to help with the following (check all that apply):

___
Uniform Fittings – help get the right size of uniform for the students

___
Uniform Pant Washing – help wash the white band pants after performances

___
Chaperone Bus Trips – need two chaperones per bus for marching events

___
Home Game Chaperone – help students at home games with uniform issues, etc…

___
Fundraiser Collection Nights – help collect money from our annual fundraisers
___
Chili Supper – help work a shift for our annual chili supper

___
Band Banquet – help decorate/set-up/tear-down our annual band banquet
___
Attend band booster meetings (
Please list any other “talents” you have that we may need to know that would help our organization (i.e. nursing skills, construction skills, you like to take pictures/videos, etc)

Name:  _______________________________________________

Parent of:  _____________________________________________

Phone:  _______________________________________________
Thank you for filling out this sheet.  The band booster organization is vital to the band program and without help from our parents, we would not be able to do all of the activities that provide our children with life-long memories.

Drug Testing Participation and Consent Form

I have read and understand the Macon County R-1 School District Student /Activity Handbook. I understand that participation in school sponsored clubs, extracurricular activities and interscholastic athletics is a privilege and not a right. I am aware of the district’s requirements for participation in school sponsored activities and agree to abide by the requirements and penalties outlined in the handbook.

I agree to participate in the drug Testing Program at Macon County R-1 School District in exchange for the opportunity to participate in any extracurricular activity recognized by MSHSAA, participate in a school club or any school organization activities. With my signature, I acknowledge that I had the opportunity to attend a school sponsored drug awareness session where I had the opportunity to obtain information regarding drug use among school aged youth and I had the opportunity to ask questions of school officials with regard to the district’s Drug Testing Policy. I understand that my signature below authorizes Macon County R-1 School District to obtain a urine sample from the student whose signature appears below, as part of the mandatory participation random drug testing or if he or she is selected as part of the random selection procedures described in the proceeding handbook in exchange for the opportunity to participate in specified extracurricular activities recognized by MSHSAA, participate in a school club or any school organization activities. I understand the signatures on this form authorize Employee Screening Services, Inc. to perform a drug test on the urine sample to test only for the presence of the following substances:  Marijuana (THC), Cocaine, Amphetamines (and Methamphetamines), Opiates and any synthetic cannabinoids. I understand that in the event the student is selected for testing and the tests returns a non-negative result, the students and the student’s parents or guardians will be asked to conditionally disclose over-the-counter or prescription medications the student has taken. I understand that all follow up tests resulting from a non-negative test and the counseling session requirement will be at the expense of the parents/guardians.
________________________________

______________________________


Student Name (printed)



Student Signature

________________________________

______________________________

   Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (printed)

   Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

________________________________      



Date

