John Winthrop Middle School

Band
	Regional School District #4 District’s Mission
We, the schools of Chester, Deep River, Essex and Region 4, engage all students in a rigorous, challenging, and cohesive educational program. As a community of learners, we foster individual student achievement and empower students to excel in an environment of collaboration, responsibility, and mutual respect. We prepare our students to be knowledgeable, involved citizens in a rapidly changing world.
	

	Core Beliefs
Teaching: We believe in high academic standards in an environment where all students are challenged, supported, and engaged. 

Learning: We believe that all students can learn at high levels. Our attitudes, expectations, and effort directly impact student achievement and life-long learning. 

Leadership: We believe that effective leadership exhibits all aspects of our mission and beliefs, and creates an environment of trust, cooperation, and understanding, where all members of the school community strive for continuous district-wide improvement. 

Culture and Climate: We believe a safe and supportive learning environment requires a culture of collaboration, trust, open communication, tolerance, and respect for and among all stakeholders. 

Community: We value every child and believe that it is the shared responsibility of the entire community to educate, support, and nurture each child. We should be held accountable for the results, for the resources provided, and for the accomplishment of our mission and goals. 

John Winthrop Middle School’s Mission Statement
John Winthrop Middle School promotes excellence and a high standard of conduct.
Students and staff accept the challenges that may arise in our everyday lives and encourage problem solving.
We respect each other, our school, and our community.
As responsible citizens, we improve the quality of our lives and the lives of others.




Content Standard #1: Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

Assessment Dimensions
· Students will be required to sing as a means of improving their overall instrumental performance, but they will not be assessed on their technical singing ability
Task Construction
· Students will vocalize their parts by singing simple neutral syllables  

Content Standard #2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 
Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed according to:
· Their demonstrating characteristic tone quality within the complete range of the instrument
· Their playing unison pitches as well as pitches in harmonic structures in tune
· Their demonstrating performances at steady tempos
· The maintenance of subdivisions

· The counting of rhythms while physically maintaining steady beats with subdivisions
· Their performing band music which contains grade level rhythms
· Performing on their instrument demonstrating a grasp of six distinguishable variations in loudness corresponding to pianissimo(pp), piano(p), mezzo piano(mp), mezzo forte(mf), forte(f), and fortissimo(ff)
· Their skill in performing smooth crescendos and diminuendos/decrescendos, written or unwritten, over a specified length of time between any of the above dynamic levels
· Their playing staccato, tenuto, legato, marcato, sforzando, forte-piano, and other instrumental inflections 
· Their initiating and releasing phrases 
· Their capacity to portray the following ensemble protocol and techniques:
Tone Quality
Dynamic Control
Note accuracy
Intonation
Ensemble
Embouchure
Posture
Attitude
Motivation
Decorum
· Imitation of teacher’s performance with expression and appropriate phrasing
· Appropriate use of expression and phrasing when playing band parts with such indications 
· Following expressive cues and gestures (dynamics, phrasing, color, articulation, mood, etc)
· Blending and balancing with the other instruments and parts
· Entering and cutting off with the ensemble
Task Construction
· Students will play a large and varied repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of 3, on a scale of 1 to 6, representing a variety of genres, styles, musical periods, and cultures.
· Students will play in various tonalities and meters, including simple, compound, and asymmetric meters
· Students will perform musical exercises for the development of instrumental technique
· Students will perform exemplary works in the band idiom
· Students will play in groups following a conductor’s cues
· Students will demonstrate proper technique while playing individually and in groups

Content Standard #3: Improvising melodies, variations and accompaniments
Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:
· Improvising with appropriate style and phrasing for the genre of music
· Improvising while using the elements of music to achieve unity, variety, and balance
· Improvising while maintaining a consistent tempo and meter
· Improvising while maintaining a relationship to the original melody
· Improvising while maintaining a relationship within the harmonic structure
· Improvising while maintaining a relationship within the song's form
Task Construction
· Students will improvise ornamentations and rhythmic/pitch variations on melodies from American folk and popular song
· Students will improvise original melodies over progressions to music played in
class
· Students will improvise over a given chord progression played by a jazz rhythm section on tape, CD, or live rhythm section
Content Standard #4: Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines

Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:
· The effectiveness of their composition or arrangement
· The theoretical correctness of the composition or arrangement according to given guidelines
· Their use of a consistent style, meter, and tonality
· Revision and refinement of work
· Their capacity in following specific guidelines
· The relationship of their arrangement(s) to the original music (pitch, rhythm)
Task Construction
Within specified guidelines:

· Students will compose and arrange simple rhythmic, melodic and harmonic pieces using grade level pitches, rhythms, and terminology
· Students will complete given melodies filling in missing notes
· Students will compose rhythm patterns
· Students will arrange simple pieces of approximately 12 measures in length for voices or instruments
Content Standard #5: Reading and notating music

Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:

· Identifying, defining, and accurately reading grade level pitches, rhythms, terms, and symbols   in the music they create, perform, listen to, and study
· Correct use of grade level notational terms and symbols when composing, arranging, or writing musical ideas
· Accurate drawing and spelling of grade level notational terms and symbols
Task Construction
· Students will identify, define, interpret, and read level pitches, rhythms, terms, and symbols in the music they create, perform, listen to, and study

· Students will perform music in duple and triple meter, which contain grade level terms and symbols
· Students will use standard notation to write grade level pitches and rhythms
· Students will use standard music notation in a variety of composition exercises

· Students will perform at sight simple melodies of a general difficulty of 2 on a scale of 1 to 6 (containing grade level pitches, rhythms, terms and symbols)
Content Standard #6: Listening to, analyzing and describing music
Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:

· Their perception of music by answering questions about and describing music
· Their use of grade level terminology
· Identification of musical forms
AB
ABA
Verse-Chorus
Rondo
Call-Response
Theme and Variation
Fugue
Sonata Allegro
Blues
· Their understanding of the elements of music
Dynamics
Form
Harmony
Melody
Pitch
Rhythm
Texture
Timbre
· Their description of musical events in the music they perform
· Identification of various instruments and their families
· Identification of the theme or melody in a composition
Task Construction
· Students will identify musical forms when presented visually and/or aurally through familiar and unfamiliar selections:

AB
ABA
Verse-Chorus
Rondo
Call-Response
Theme and Variation
Fugue
Sonata Allegro
Blues
· Students will answer questions and describe music of various styles and cultures (i.e. meter, dynamics, tonality, instrumentation, voices, texture, etc.)
· Students will describe and analyze musical events in the music they listen to, create, perform, and study
· Students will identify specific musical elements that are contained in compositions and performances they listen to and study 
· Students will identify traditional musical instruments from western and various cultures

Content Standard #7: Evaluating music and music performances

Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:

· The appropriateness of their self-generated criteria to the evaluation of a performance or composition's quality (technical and expressive) and effectiveness (expressive impact)
· Their use of supporting evidence when evaluating their performance and compositions and the performance and compositions of others
· The effectiveness of their suggestions for the improvement of performances and compositions
· Their identification of the strengths and weaknesses of a performance or composition
· Their knowledge of the elements of music: 
Dynamics
Form
Harmony
Melody
Pitch
Rhythm
Texture
Timbre
· Their use of supporting evidence when explaining their preferences in music
· The appropriateness of their self-generated criteria to the style of music (i.e. bending pitches in jazz versus classical music, trills, rhythm)
Task Construction
· Students will develop criteria for evaluating performances and compositions and use that criterion to evaluate the music they listen to, create, perform, and study
· Students will evaluate their own performance and compositions and the performance and compositions of others based on their knowledge of the elements of music
· Students will use supporting evidence when explaining their musical preferences
· Students will offer suggestions for the improvement of performances and compositions
Content Standard #8: Understanding relationships between music, the other arts and disciplines outside the arts
Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:

· Their recognition in each of the arts of the common elements of theme, line, rhythm, intensity, color, shape, direction and texture
· Their recognition in each of the arts of organizational principles (unity and variety, or repetition and contrast) and their usage in similar and distinctive ways
· Their recognition of the relationships between music and all subject areas such as:
Science - physics of sound, biology of playing                                                                                    Social Studies - music in all cultures, historical significance of music                                                                                          Languages (foreign & vernacular) – poetry of songs, musical markings (German, Italian, French, et al) 
Technology - synthesis, sequencing and sampling                                                                                  Mathematics - notational ratios and meters
· Their recognition of other artistic influences on music such as:
Gothic architecture (arches, domes) 
Renaissance motets (overlapping lines of counterpoint, acoustical influence)
Dance - Suites, Ballet
Drama - Opera, Oratorio, Musical
Painting (Impressionism) – harmonic developments of Impressionist composers
· Their recognition of other disciplines’ influences on music such as:
Geography (raw materials) - types of instruments used
History (cultural changes) - focus of music changes (e.g.-aristocratic to democratic)
Languages (changes & usage over time) - songs (meaning related to time frame)                     Technology - instruments (change as technology develops)
· Their identification of a variety of music-related careers

Task Construction
· Students will be engaged in activities which will demonstrate the common elements of the arts and identify each element in music they are performing
· Students will be engaged in activities, which will demonstrate how organizational principles (such as unity and variety, or repetition and contrast) are used in similar and distinctive ways in the various arts
· Students will be asked to draw connections between what they are learning about music and what they are learning in other subject areas
· Students will be engaged in activities (including dancing) which will demonstrate the influences of the other arts upon music, such as:

Gothic architecture (arches, domes) 
Renaissance motets (overlapping lines of counterpoint, acoustical influence)
Dance - Suites, Ballet
Drama - Opera, Oratorio, Musical
Painting (Impressionism) – harmonic developments of Impressionist composers


· Students will be engaged in activities which will demonstrate the influences of the other disciplines upon music, such as:
Geography (raw materials) - types of instruments used
History (cultural changes) - focus of music changes (e.g.-aristocratic to democratic)
Languages (changes & usage over time) - songs (meaning related to time frame)                     Technology - instruments (change as technology develops)
· Students will research professional manifestations of musicians
Content Standard #9: Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Assessment Dimensions
The students will be assessed on:

· Their recognition and classification of musical examples from a variety of genres, historical periods, and cultures (folk songs, pop songs, marches, overtures, etc.)
· Their recognition and identification of the characteristics of music that make it suitable for   various occasions
· Their demonstration of appropriate performance and audience behavior
· Their explanation of why specific works are exemplary
· Their comparison of the function music serves in different cultures
· Their explanation of the impact on history on music
Task Construction
· Students will use the elements of music to describe music from various cultures and historical periods
· Students will perform, study and listen to music that represents a variety of genres and styles from a number of cultures and historical periods
· Students will identify and describe the roles of musicians in various music settings and cultures
· Students will demonstrate appropriate performance and audience behavior

· Students will identify the distinguishing historical and cultural characteristics of music representing various genres and styles

· Students will classify by genre and style the exemplary music they listen to and study and explain why it is exemplary
· Students will compare music from several cultures
· Students will identify various uses of music in different performance settings and describe characteristics that make music suitable for specific occasions
Terminology and Symbols
Staff
G Clef/F Clef
Time signature
Absolute note and pitch names in treble (G) clef
Measure
Barlines
System
Fermata
Accent
Staccato
Legato
Tenuto
Marcato
Dynamics
Forte (f), fortissimo (ff)
Piano (p), pianissimo (pp)
Mezzo forte (mf)
Mezzo piano (mp)
Crescendo (<)
Decrescendo, diminuendo (>)
Tempo
Presto, Vivace, Allegro, Moderato, Andante, Largo, Lento
Accelerando
Ritardando
Repeat signs
1st and 2nd endings
Introduction
Coda
D.S.
D.C. al Coda, D.C. al Fine
Form
Suite 
Sonata
Phrase length
Phrase analysis
Acoustic
Major and Minor
Melody
Harmony
Pitch
Tone
Form
Orchestra member
Conductor
Critic
Instrumentalist
Vocalist
Soloist
Ensemble
Symphony
Singing voice
Lyrics
Creating
Performing
Responding
Movement
Baroque
Classical
Romantic
20th Century/Modern

Assessments:
Performing Alone on an Instrument
Individual Performance in a Group (Instrumental)
Ensemble Performance
Sight Reading (Instrumental)
Ensemble Critique
Written Music Notation

Aural Recognition

