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Course Description

In this one-term course, students will create, perform, and record their own music using the digital music program Garageband.  Students will develop computer skills and combine these with music improvisation skills as they work with Garageband music software. They will learn what Garageband is, how to incorporate it into their music creation process, and how to use it to record their own compositions.  Students will learn basic music theory and will create an accompaniment with tonic, sub dominant and dominant chords. 

Students will also collaborate with others in the class to rehearse and record music and create their own CD.  Students will describe, interpret and evaluate their musical compositions and the compositions of other students. 

National Music Standards that will be addressed in this course are:

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

7. Evaluating music and music performances.
MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) keyboards are provided. Students must provide headphones for the class.

Content Standards

Essential Standards

The student can:

1. Improvise a melody to a twelve-bar blues or another given progression

· Basic blues improvisation

· Based on blues scale

· Demonstrate the correct musical form of the  I - IV - V Chord progression
2. Demonstrate musical variations of a song

· Change chord progression and/or accompaniment 

· Demonstrate knowledge of key signature

· Demonstrate knowledge of meter 
3.   Using musical vocabulary, evaluate music and performances of a musical group or a genre of music.

Important Standards

The student can: 

1. Identify the genre or style and the historical period or culture of the music they have selected      

*
The student is able to justify his or her identification by means of relevant and accurate comments concerning five of the following characteristics for each of the three works: medium, form, rhythm, melody, harmony or texture, and expressive devices.

2. Analyze aural examples of a varied repertoire of music by describing the uses of elements of music 

*
Describe the form, structure, or basis of organization of the music

*
Describe the rhythmic characteristics of the work

*
Describe the music using elements of music in their discussion

Enhancing Standards

The student can:

1. compose and arrange music within specified guidelines and for a specific project.

2. Demonstrate principles of musical unity, variety, repetition, contrast and balance in original composition
3. Demonstrate an awareness of different styles of music

4. discuss and evaluate the quality and effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements

5. Use musical terminology to express thoughts about a performance

6. Evaluate a performance in terms of its aesthetic qualities

2015-2016 Garageband Grading Scale 
A
93%-100% 
B+
87%-89%
C+
77%-79%
D+
67%-69% A-
90%-92% 
B
83%-86%
C
73%-76%
D
63%-66%



B-
80%-82%
C-
70%-72%
D-
60%-62%
Grading Categories
Summative Assessments 80%

This grade is meant to communicate what a student knows and is able to do after adequate study…Completed Projects, Terms Test, Final Exam

Formative Assessments 20%

This grade is meant to communicate how a student is doing during the classroom activities and staying on task during class
Cheating:    
Jefferson Garageband will follow the Jefferson cheating policy.

Attendance: 
Jefferson Garageband will follow the Jefferson attendance policy. 
