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The Inca:

• Inca—great civilization built in the harsh terrain of the Andes
• From their capital at Cuzco, Peru the Incas established an 

empire
     − by 1500, empire stretched 2,500 miles along west 

coast of continent 
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Spanish Conquest:

• Pizarro conquers Incas for Spain; wants Incan gold, 
silver
• Forces natives to work mines, farms; many abused, 
worked to death
•Spanish replaces Inca’s Quechua language, millions still 
speak it
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Independence Movements:

• South American countries seek independence in early 1800s
− Simó n Bolívar helps liberate Colombia, Venezuela, 

Ecuador, Bolivia 
− José  de San Martín leads Argentina, Chile, Peru

• Argentina and Chile first to gain independence
− farthest from Lima, center of Spanish control
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Literature:

•A strong literary heritage; 20th century 
novelists world famous 
•Colombia’s Gabriel García Márquez wins 1982

Nobel Literature prize 
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Arts & Crafts

•Pottery, textiles, glass- and metalwork
− decorate with folk art, Indian religious symbols
− Indians weave llama, alpaca wool ponchos 
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