“The only thing that stands between a person and what they want in life is the will to try it and the faith to believe it possible!”

Meet the New FCHC Choral Music Department Staff
Michael Hummel

High School Choir Director / Piano Instructor / Private Vocal Instructor
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Terra Bell
Middle School Choir Director / High School Choir Assistant Director / Private Vocal Instructor
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Andy Matthews

Private Voice/Piano Instructor, Musical Theater Program
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. 
Andrea Bennett
High School & Middle School Choir Accompanist
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FCHS CHOIRS
Beginning Mixed Concert Choir – is an intermediate, non-auditioned choir open to all students. The ensemble performs various choral literature in three concerts per year. No previous choral experience is necessary. Students will sing many different styles of music throughout the year with a primary focus on standard concert literature and will perform at all of the schedule FCHS Choral Music Department performances.  The curriculum content includes learning vocal production skills and basic music theory concepts and music history. Students will learn melodic, harmonic and rhythmic sight-reading skills. Students are encouraged to perform at ISSMA Solo and Ensemble. It is highly encouraged that students participate and be part of the FCHS spring musical production.
Prerequisite – None

Group Size – Open
Advanced Women’s Concert Choir– An advanced level all-female concert choir open to all students with a primary focus on standard concert literature which will perform at all of the scheduled FCHS Choral Music Department Performances. Music history, theory and melodic, rhythmic and melodic sight singing are an integral part of the program. A few after school rehearsals could be added as needed throughout the year, however, the majority of rehearsing will be done in class.  This ensemble will perform at extra-curricular events, and contests throughout the greater Franklin and Indianapolis communities. All students are encouraged to audition for the All-State Concert Choir and to perform at ISSMA Solo and Ensemble. It is highly encouraged that students participate in the 2013 Choir trip and be part of the FCHS spring musical production.  
Prerequisite – Audition

Group Size – Open

Advanced Mixed Concert Choir –This choir is Franklin Community high school’s premiere auditioned varsity repertoire choir that is open to all students. Prior to enrollment, students must perform an audition / interview to demonstrate proficiency and commitment. The purpose of this ensemble is to offer advanced vocal students the opportunity to learn highly challenging and often times collegiate choral literature in a variety of styles. Music from the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Contemporary periods will also be studied and performed. Students will learn melodic, harmonic and rhythmic sight-reading skills. Music theory and history are also integral part of this course. This ensemble will perform at numerous extra-curricular events, and contests throughout the greater Franklin and Indianapolis communities Students are expected, but not required, to participate in extra-curricular activities such as IMEA All-State Choir, ISSMA Solo & Ensemble, & the Heritage Singers. It is highly encouraged that students participate in the 2013 Choir trip and be part of the FCHS spring musical production.  Previous choir/vocal experience is not required for membership in any Franklin Community High School choir. Although the Advanced Mixed Choir is the most advanced choir, with high expectations and greater demands placed on students, each choir works very hard and is of equal importance to the overall success of the choir program.
Prerequisite – Audition

Group Size - Open


.

Heritage Singers – This co-curricular choir is an advanced level mixed gender show, pop and jazz choir.  Heritage Singers will sing many different styles of music throughout the year, but most of the repertoire will consist of contemporary, pop and musical theater show choir and jazz selections.   This ensemble will perform at numerous extra-curricular events, and contests throughout the greater Franklin and Indianapolis communities. All students are encouraged to audition for the All-State Concert and Jazz Choirs as well as also performing at ISSMA Solo and Ensemble.
Prerequisite - Students are required to participate in another FCHC Choir in order to also participate in Heritage Singers. Students who cannot participate one or both semesters in another FCHC choir can perform in one of the FCHC choirs as an extra-curricular activity in order to fulfill their commitment. Placement will be given first to students who can fit both groups into their schedule.

Group Size - 16-30 members plus accompanist; 4 -6 students per part, 1 student accompanist.

Choirs, under the direction of Michael Hummel, are enthusiastic, energetic, disciplined, musical and professional! It is a thrill to see a devoted group of high school students and their conductor press the limits of what can be done in a musical experimentation. Their precision and attention to detail are evident in each and every performance!!  The depth of Christian Character and quality of the students in the choir only add to the ensemble’s dynamic presentation and lasting impression.  Be prepared to have your inner being thoroughly refreshed!!!”





Dr. Todd Guy


Conductor Indiana Wesleyan University Chorale


Chairman, Division of Music








This is Michael Hummel’s first year at Franklin Community high school. He previously has been the Choral Director at Heritage Christian School since 2003.  His current responsibilities include directing four choirs as well as teaching sections of Piano I and Piano II courses. Originally from Washington State, Michael earned his Bachelor of Science degree in K-12 Vocal and Instrumental Music Education from Bob Jones University in 1997 and in 2009 received his Master of Music Education degree from Anderson University. Michael was appointed to the ISSMA Concert Organization board in 2009 and in July, 2011 was appointed by the President of the Indiana Choral Directors Association to be the State Repertoire and Standards Chair for all High School Choirs in the state of Indiana. Michael is also a member of IMEA and ICDA.





Before coming to Indiana, Michael was a music educator in South Carolina and Michigan, where his groups received numerous awards. In 2000 his Concert Choir received 2nd in the nation at the American Association of Christian Schools Choir Contest. While at Heritage his choirs were well know, and in high demand as they set a level of higher standards and accomplishment each year. His groups have garnered over 13 Grand Champion awards throughout the United States. For the seven consecutive years, his groups have been represented at the Indiana State School Music Association’s State Choir Finals, which showcase the top sixteen choirs in the state each time receiving Group I Gold “With Distinction ratings and honors. Twice his choirs have placed in the top three, and in 2010, his group was named STATE RUNNER-UP. Overall his groups have placed in the top 5 of all concert choirs in the state 5 times.  His groups have worked closely with choirs and directors from Purdue, Indiana State, Ball State, Anderson Indiana Wesleyan, IPFW, University of Indianapolis, Taylor, Wheaton, Masters, Butler Pepperdine and Stanford, Colleges & Universities. His Groups have been invited to perform at Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center








The vision for the future of the Choral Music Department at Heritage Christian School is to continue to elevate students to perform at a level of higher musicianship, to showcase their talent and love of music through opportunities in performance, and to share and grow their lives through song. 


Michael and his wife Lissa reside in Pendleton with their son, Nathan, and daughter, Audrey. They are expecting their third child, a baby girl, this October.








“Michael Hummel has established himself as a choral conductor at with excellent results.  His choirs are musical, expressive, and artistic!”


Dr. Duane R. Karna


Director of Choral Activities


Ball State University School of Music





Terra Bell, mezzo soprano, is a graduate of Vincennes University and Franklin College, and resides in Franklin with her husband and two sons.  During her college career as a music major she participated in a variety of campus activities including Student Council, Concert Choir and Show Choir, and served as the Cheerleading Captain.   Terra was honored as the Most Outstanding Music Major and was the Miss Vincennes University Scholarship recipient.  As a student at Franklin College, she was a section leader and soloist for the FC Singers, volunteered as a preschool music teacher, and also taught music at Mt. Auburn United Methodist Church.  After graduation from Franklin College, she became the lead teacher and music teacher for the Johnson County Learning Center.  As the current FCMS Choir Director and FCHS Assistant Choir Director, Terra enjoys singing opera, playing in a softball league, playing baseball and football with her sons, running, and teaching private voice and piano lessons in her home.








Andy graduated from Anderson University with a Bachelor of Arts in Music with an Emphasis in Voice Performance. Since college Andy has worked with the music department at FCHS in many capacities. He has been a vocal coach, an accompanist, an assistant director for the musical theater program, a hair/makeup designer for the musicals, and acted as a substitute for the directors in their absence. Andy also keeps a busy performance schedule outside of the FCHS community. He sings with the Indianapolis Opera Chorus, the Indianapolis Men's Chorus, the North United Methodist Church choir, as a soloist for different events in and around Indianapolis. He also had the opportunity to sing at Carnegie Hall in February of 2012





Andrea Bennett graduated Magna Cum Laude from St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in 1992 with degrees in Music Education and Music with Piano Emphasis.  While in college, Mrs. Bennett performed with the SMWC Madrigals at Carnegie Hall where women from the Midwestern United States and Japan performed the New York Premiere of Stabat Mater, Op. 46 (for double women’s chorus) by Ernst von Dohnanyi.


Mrs. Bennett has taught K-8 General Music, been Director of Music for an Indianapolis area church which included directing the Handbell Choir, Adult Choir and Jr. High Choir along with being the organist.  She has also taught private piano, played for local Music Theater productions and does freelance accompaniment work.  Most recently she was the volunteer accompanist for the Middle School choir at her daughters’ school.


Mrs. Bennett has been married to her husband Jeff for 17 years and has 2 fabulous daughters.











