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Central Intermediate Instrumental Music Philosophy

The goal of the CIS music program is to teach students how to develop a lifelong appreciation of music through performance.  This includes learning the technical, theoretical, and aesthetic fundamentals of music through ensemble rehearsal and individual practice, as well as gaining a greater understanding of different styles, historical importance and cultural relevance in music.  The performing ensembles create opportunities for each student to have a leadership role in addition to a functioning member of an ensemble whose main purpose is to create music.  This includes discipline, respect, self-motivation, and the ability to set goals, creating ways to attain those goals with the help of others.  Music has unlimited potential, and we believe that being a part of the Wadsworth Central Intermediate School music program will create great opportunities in your child’s future.

Instrumental Ensembles offered at CIS
Fifth Grade Band​
Fifth Grade Band is open to all fifth grade students at CIS.  This ensemble is a beginning experience in band and assumes that students have no experience in instrumental music.  Students learn to play an instrument in lessons that meet twice a week, and perform two concerts a year.  Full instrument sections rehearse once or twice a week, depending on your instrument, during recess time.  The instruments available as a beginner include flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, and percussion (snare drum and bells).  Students will use:

· “Standard of Excellence” Book I (Red Cover) as their textbook.

· A one inch 3 ring binder to hold the band music that will be provided to students. 

It is the student’s responsibility to take care of and bring their books and folders to rehearsals and lessons.  Students will learn approximately 8-12 notes their first year and will be able to play several songs.   Students are expected to practice at home as this is the #1 technique that will allow your child to improve and become a superb musician!  Please remember to bring a pencil as it is part of your participation grade! 

Sixth Grade Band

Sixth Grade Band is open to all sixth grade students at CIS.  This ensemble assumes that students have participated in the fifth grade band, but will welcome new beginners in this year.  Students learn how to play an instrument in lessons that meet twice a week and perform three concerts a year.  Students will continue lessons in:

· “Standard of Excellence” Book I (and may start the beginning of “Standard of Excellence” Book II (Blue Cover) in the spring)

·   Students will need a one inch 3 ring binder to hold the band music that will be provided to them.  
It is the student’s responsibility to take care of and bring their books and folders to rehearsals and lessons.   Students will take the 8-12 notes they have learned in their first year and expand to upwards of 20-30 notes.   Full Band rehearses twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays during recess time.  They will learn to perform pieces with more complex rhythms and musical expression.  Students are expected to practice at home as this is the #1 technique that will allow your child to improve and become a superb musician!   Please remember to bring a pencil as it is part of your participation grade!
Evaluation of Instrumental Ensembles
Grades are based on a 9 week grading period and are evaluated in the following areas:

I.  Concert attendance: 50 points

Attendance is required at ALL scheduled concerts (see schedule for dates and times) unless excused by the following criteria:



1.  Illness accompanied by doctor’s excuse.



2.  Death in the immediate family.

3. Any other circumstance deemed appropriate by the discretion of Mr. Hastings.

Failure to attend a concert results in the lowering of one letter grade for the grading period.
II. Classroom Participation: 10 points per lesson / rehearsal
This will be evaluated upon the student’s effort to actively engage in the learning process and enrich the learning environment for his/her fellow classmates.  Students must bring a pencil, music, instrument, and a desire to learn in order to fully participate.

In addition to classroom participation, it is essential for students to spend time practicing their instrument outside of class in order to improve. Each week students will be given a practice assignment. Students are encouraged to practice 20 minutes per day, 5 times a week, or 100 minutes total. Student’s individual practice time, as well as practice time for the full class during mini-lessons will be recorded throughout the grading period as a friendly competition between individuals and classes.
Participation in band also includes participation/attendance during recess time (Tuesdays/Thursdays) when full band meets. Attendance is required during recess on band days, as important information is given and essential practice time happens at this time. Points will be deducted for not attending recess rehearsals, as this is a significant part of participation in the band program at CIS.

There will be unannounced material checks throughout each grading period.  Students will be expected to have their instrument, music, method book, and pencil to receive full credit.

Points will be deducted for:



No instrument – loss of up to 5 points


Excessive talking/disruptive behavior - loss of up to 5 points


Unexcused absence from recess rehearsals – loss of 2 points


Removal from rehearsal - loss of 10 points
III. Performance Assessments:

Students will be assigned playing assessments throughout the year.  These assessments will count as quiz grades.  Students will have ample time to practice before performing.

IV. Extra Credit:

Students that attend an instrumental music concert outside of Wadsworth band concerts and bring proof of attendance (ticket stub or program) will earn ten points of extra credit.  Please check with Mr. Hastings for concert suggestions or to see if the concert that you are attending counts as an instrumental music concert if you are unsure! 
Communication

Communication is key to the success of your student in band.  The director will acquire parent emails through the band contract and send weekly emails regarding the upcoming week.  All grades will be posted on Progress Book and comments will be given for any deduction in points.  The CIS bands will use the Remind text messaging system.  For those unfamiliar with how Remind works, a teacher will create a class and distribute a code that is texted to a particular number.  Students and parents can choose to enroll in reminders that will be received as text messages.  Phone numbers are kept secure and are not shared with any participants including the teacher.  If a parent has any questions or concerns throughout the year, please contact Mr. Hastings.
Dress and Attire for Concerts

CIS is very proud of all of our performing ensembles and expects our students to uphold the pride we feel by dressing appropriately for our concerts.  All students will need to dress up for our concerts.  This means no blue jeans, no athletic wear, and no sneakers or flip flops, please!  Student concert attire should comply with school dress code.
Drop Policy
If a student decides that he or she no longer wishes to participate in the band program, a note from a parent is required stating the student’s intention to switch to general music with parent approval. Please make this switch at the end of a 9-week grading period as it is difficult to assign a grade for a student who switches classes in the middle of a grading period. All band students are highly encouraged to stick with band for at least the first concert in December before making the decision to drop. 
Equipment
Students need to have their equipment in good working order.  This means having students’ instruments working well and having fresh reeds, valve oil, slide cream, etc.  Please make sure everything is in order for students to be successful in band.


Woodwinds: Cleaning cloth/swab. Cork grease is necessary for all woodwinds other than flutes.

Reeds: A minimum of 3 working reeds must be kept at all times.

Clarinets & Saxophones- Size 2-2.5 Mitchell Lurie, La Voz or Vandoren (preferably).


Oboes & Bassoons: Medium or Medium Soft

Brass:  Valve oil and slide cream

Percussion:  Percussionists need to have a good pair of snare sticks (no excessive tape, but marked so you can identify yours), and one pair of mallets (hard acrylic).

Make sure your name is on EVERYTHING!
Help Sessions

There will be help sessions available after school for students that seek extra assistance.  These sessions will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Instrument Storage/Cubbies

All band students will be assigned a cubby in the band room to safely store their instrument during the school day. Band students are allowed to enter the building in the morning before the bell rings in order to put their instrument in their cubby in the band room (after 8:40). Students are expected to take their instruments home and practice. Car riders and walkers can come to the band room with the dismissal bell to pick up their instruments at the end of the school day. Bus riders are allowed to come to the band room a few minutes before the busser bell rings to pick up their instruments and be on time for their bus.

Private Lessons

Private lessons are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED for all students. Private lesson teachers tailor a regimen that is specific to your student’s developing needs as a musician.  Students enrolled in private lesson study accelerate their musical development and become better players.  If you need help finding a good private lesson teacher, see the director for recommendations.
Student Helpers

Please check out the opportunities for students to assist Mr. Hastings throughout the school year:

Attendance Takers: Attendance takers will be responsible for taking attendance during full band rehearsals on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Two students per homeroom will be selected by Mr. Hastings to assist in this task.

Chair Crew:  Chair crew will be responsible for helping with full band setup and teardown on a weekly basis.  Students must be able to stay after school on Mondays and Thursdays.  Open to all students in fifth and sixth grade.

Sheet Music:  One student will be selected from each section of the band to hold on to extra copies of sheet music.  Students will see the person in their section during full band if they have lost their music and need an extra part.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Classroom Rules for Instrumental Music
(Grizzly Five)
1. BE RESPECTFUL
a. Only one person talking at a time (teacher addressing students or a student responding to the teacher) unless otherwise instructed.
b. Band is a safe environment where students are encouraged to step outside of their comfort zone.
i. Any derogatory remarks made towards other students will result in an immediate detention and a phone call home.
2. FOLLOW DIRECTIONS
a. Insubordination will not be tolerated.
3. BE RESPONSIBLE
a. You are responsible for making sure that you have all of your materials every time you come to band.
4. KEEP HANDS/FEET TO YOURSELF
a. Respect each other’s personal space.
5. BE READY

a. You are expected to take your instrument home and practice for at least 100 minutes a week.
Students who cannot follow the classroom rules will have the following consequences:

1st offense: Verbal warning
2nd offense: Loss of participation points for the day
3rd offense: Move seat, detention, and/or phone call home
4th offense: Conference with student and parents
5th offense: Office referral and dismissed from band

**Any behavior that is bullying in nature or threatens the well-being of a student is automatically an office referral.  The teacher reserves the right to assign the student a higher-level disciplinary action if it is deemed appropriate.
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( Scan for access to the CIS band webpage!

CIS 2016-2017 Concert/Rehearsal Schedule

Please mark your calendars now to avoid conflict!

November 11th, 2016.....….………………...6th Grade Band & CIS Choir Veterans Day Program

       

   Site / Time: O.J. Work Auditorium /2pm, during the school day

TBA During School……….……….…………….CIS Bands & Choir Dress Rehearsal for School 




Site / Time: O.J. Work Auditorium /both during the school day
December 20th, 2016…………….…………………..........................CIS Bands Holiday Concert

     Site / Times: O. J. Work Auditorium CIS               

 6:30pm Fifth Grade Band (report at 6:10pm to the band room)

 



    7:30pm Sixth Grade Band (report at 7:10pm to the choir room)

TBA During School…..………………………….CIS Bands & Choir Dress Rehearsal for School

Site / Time: O.J. Work Auditorium/during the school day

May 17th, 2017…..…...….……………………………………...……...CIS Bands Spring Concert



Site / Time: O. J. Work Auditorium CIS
6:30pm Fifth Grade Band (report at 6:10pm to the band room)

7:30 pm Sixth Grade Band (report at 7:10pm to the choir room)                             
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Band Contract

Detach this form, sign it, and return to band instructor by Tuesday, October 11, 2016.
I have read the entire handbook and understand the expectations, policies, and procedures that have been set to provide the best music education for each member of the Central Intermediate School Music Department.  As a member of the band, I agree to abide by these policies and contribute my talents to the best of my abilities.  I understand that I am subject to consequences if I do not meet the expectations or follow the policies set in this handbook.  I have marked all concert dates on my calendar.
Fifth Grade Remind Code: Text @cisband5 to 81010
Sixth Grade Remind Code: Text @cisband6 to 81010

Please electronically submit contact information on the CIS band webpage if possible.
Parent Signature ___________________________________
Date_____________

Parent email___________________________________
Parent Phone #_________________
Student Signature___________________________________
Date_____________
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