Ewing High School Concert Choir
Procedures and Expectations
Welcome to the Ewing High School Concert Choir!  I am excited about the musical opportunities we will have this year.  As a member of the EHS choir, there are several things I expect.  I expect that you will:

· Always do the best you can.
· Please respect myself and your peers by not talking when someone else is talking.

· No cell phones.  As per school policy, I will confiscate them.
· Sign out the hall pass with me—don’t just take it.
· No gum or other foods (you’re not suppose to have them anyway).  You cannot sing your best with gum or food in your mouth.
· Always have a pencil—one has been provided for you.  
· Respect others’ efforts.  Use words of praise and constructive criticism, not harsh words.
· Take proper care of your music and treat it as a textbook.  You will be fined for lost or damaged music.

With the above in mind, I will be assessing you on the following:
***Participation—60%

· Class attendance

· Concerts

· Lessons

Tests—20%

· Singing

· Written

Classwork—20%

· Listening activities

· Worksheets

· Music Theory

***In marking periods where there is a performance, the performance will be worth 25% of your grade and the participation grade will be changed to 35% for the making period.
Participation

Participation is vital to the success of our choir.  We can only make music together if we are all trying our best.  Consequently, if you are not contributing your best to the choir, your grade will reflect that decision.  You will receive 5 points for every rehearsal.  Points will be deducted for not fully participating in warm-ups, lack of singing, and/or poor rehearsal etiquette.  Please try your best!  
Concert Choir is a year-long class that meets on Tuesdays, Thursdays and every other Friday.  When students are not in choir, they are in PE/Health.  A list of which class to attend on Fridays will be posted on the class website.

Just as in any other class, if you are absent, you must make-up work for the day.  If you are not present and singing in class, you do not receive participation points.  If you are absent, you will have the opportunity to make up your participation points.  To do that, please read an article about music from a national newspaper or well-regarded website and write a thoughtful paragraph that summarizes the article.  The paragraph is due on the 2nd rehearsal after your absence.  Articles are available at 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/music/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/entertainment/music/
http://www.nj.com/entertainment/music/
Genesis
Participation grades are usually updated by the end of day.  Tests and worksheets are updated by the end of the week.  Please regularly check Genesis and feel free to call or email me with any questions.
Lessons

Each student will receive a 40 minute group lesson based on his or her voice part once every three weeks on Monday or Wednesday during Block 2.  Students may not miss class if a test or quiz is being given.  Students are responsible for making up any work missed during a lesson.  A monthly schedule of lessons will be posted on the VMR door and the class website.  A schedule will also be emailed to the appropriate Block 2 teachers.  No paper passes will be given.  Lessons are not required but are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED.  Lessons provide us with a time to focus on issues pertaining to a specific voice part, as well as time to address questions or concerns regarding our music.  
Concerts
Participation and attendance at concerts are mandatory and are a part of your grade.  It is vital that every student participates in the concerts.  Students who do not participate in the concerts will receive a zero.  Make-up work for extremely extenuating circumstances may be offered at my discretion.  Jobs, classes, sporting events and transportation issues are not valid excuses for missing a concert.  Students must arrive on time for warm-ups.  Failure to do so will result in a grade reduction.  Please mark the following dates in your calendars and begin to prepare for these events: 
· Winter Instrumental/Vocal Concert on January 22nd, 2012, 7pm
· Spring Fine Arts Festival on June 13th, 2013 7pm
· Ewing High School Graduation Saturday June 22nd,  11am at the Sun National Bank Center

Concert attire is as follows:

Women:  Conservative black top, black pants or skirt, black dress, black dress shoes.  Skirts and dresses must be knee-length or longer. Leggings are not considered appropriate concert dress.  Please wear minimal jewelry and no body sprays or perfumes as they can affect other students’ ability to breathe well during a performance.  
Men:  White collared shirt, tie, black pants, black dress shoes and socks.
More information concerning concert report times will be given to your students as stated in the EHS school handbook (see attached sheet).  I will let you know of any additional performance dates as they occur.

Tempo

Parents/Guardians, please take a moment to consider being a part of TEMPO, our music parent organization.  Meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of every month in the IMR at 7:30.  Your participation in that group can have a direct effect on your child’s experiences here at EHS.  For more information, please email Tempo president Dave Cohn at tempo@tempoehs.org and visit the new Tempo website at www.tempoehs.org.  

Class Website

Information regarding concerts, lessons, make-up work and tests are available on the class website.  The website is located at http://www.ewing.k12.nj.us/ehs/site/default.asp.  Go to Staff Information and click on Teachers’ pages.  In the left-hand column, click Jennifer Forness.  Please visit frequently to remain updated on any changing information.  
Please sign the Expectations sheet and return by 9/14/12 for a test grade.  

Mrs. MacDonald, our awesome accompanist, is my substitute while I am on maternity leave.  Please treat her with the same (if not better) respect as you would me.  Mrs. MacDonald can be reached at bmacdonald@ewingboe.org or 609-538-9800 ext. 8960.  
Please feel free to contact me at jforness@ewingboe.org or call 609-538-9800 ext. 8960 with any questions.  I am only available by email while on maternity leave.  I look forward to singing with you this year!

Mrs. Forness

Vocal Music Teacher

Concert Choir Expectations
I have read the above material concerning Concert Choir and understand the expectations and responsibilities for Concert Choir. 
___________________________
___________________________

______

Student Name



Student Signature



Date

___________________________
___________________________

______

Parent/Guardian Name

Parent/Guardian Signature


Date

Please indicate your preferred method of contact:

__ home phone: _____________________

__cell phone: _______________________

__work phone: ______________________

__ personal email: _____________________________

__work email: ________________________________

From the EHS handbook:

MEMBERSHIP IN MUSICAL ORGANIZATIONS

Students accepting membership in a school organization or group which performs for the public on stated occasions must recognize that he/she has a responsibility to the school, to the group, and to the instructor to be present for rehearsals before the performance and for all performances.

• The instructor in charge of the organization will announce the dates for the public appearances at least one month in advance and indicate the dates and hours for additional rehearsals. It then becomes the responsibility of the student to inform his/her parents or guardian.

• At that time (or within a few days thereafter) a student may present to the instructor a written request signed by his/her parents or guardian asking that their child be excused from taking part in the public performance or from one or more rehearsals.

• Under certain circumstances, last minute valid excuses for a necessary absence may be offered in advance to the instructor.

• In cases of unpredictable emergencies, after the scheduled event the student will be required to present a written excuse to the instructor explaining the reason for his/her absence from a performance or rehearsal he/she was obligated to attend.

• If a student is absent from a special rehearsal or public performance without advanced permission and his/her excuse is not accepted by the instructor and building administrator, it may result in grade reduction for the marking period.

• Students excused from classes for athletic or other activities are responsible for all work missed and for any tests assigned or given on the day the absence.

• Sponsors and coaches of all of these activities will make it very clear to the participants that it is their responsibility to make up all of the work missed at the time designated by the teacher.
