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Introductions:
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* Goal for Course 



FACTS ABOUT INDIA:

There is not a single Indian 
language which is spoken 
across its length and breadth. 
Hindi is spoken by the majority
of North Indians (Indo Aryan) 
but it's not a popular means of
communication in the 
southern part of India.   States 
in Southern India have their 
own languages - Tamil, Telugu,
and Malayalam  ( Dravidian). 

The first official language of 
India is Hindi. English is the 
second.  The constitution of 
the country reads: "The official
language of the Union shall be
Hindi in Devanagari script." 





The name Bollywood 
is a combination of 
Bombay (Mumbai’s 
old name) and 
Hollywood and it is 
often used to 
summarize all movies 
produced in India. 
While Bollywood is the
center of the Hindi 
movie industry, 
movies are made in 
other regions and local
languages as well.
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Music in Indian cinema

Bollywood movies are not just about the story, the directing and the acting. The 
music in a movie is just as significant. Composers in the Indian movie industry are as
important as directors and producers.  The songs from movies have been 
influencing the music business and pop culture for decades. Trailer (English)



Wearing a sari…







An interesting fact about the songs in Indian movies is that they are played as a 
background sound, rather than part of the dialogue. They are sung by 
professionals and lip-synced by the actors. But since the lyrics and choreography 
are carefully synchronized, the viewers are left with the impression that the song 
is a part of the act, as it would be in a traditional theatre musical.

TOLLYWOOD:
Race Gurram
(Race Horse)  
is a 2014 
Telegu 
romantic 
action-
adventure film 
directed by 
Surender 
Reddy.



mama nuvvu gitla gabara gibara thaddara 
giddara
shekkara gikkara vachchi padipoke
neeku naakanna manchi alludu
dhuniya moththam thirigina yaada dhorakade
cinama chuviththa mama
neeku cinama chuviththa mama
scenu scenu khi neetho siti kottisththa mama

Race Gurram Cinema Choopistha Mava Song Lyrics in English



The Holi festival 
commemorates the victory of 
good over evil, brought about 
by the burning and destruction 
of the demoness named Holika.
This was enabled through 
unwavering devotion to the 
Hindu god of preservation, Lord
Vishnu.  Holi got its name as 
the "Festival of Colors" from 
Lord Krishna, a reincarnation of 
Lord Vishnu, who liked to play 
pranks on the village girls by 
drenching them in water and 
colors.

The festival marks the end of 
winter and the abundance of 
the upcoming spring harvest 
season.  Holi is celebrated the 
day after the full moon in 
March each year.

http://hinduism.about.com/od/godsgoddesses/p/vishnu.htm
http://hinduism.about.com/od/godsgoddesses/p/vishnu.htm


An Example:

Song: Balam Pichkari (O Beloved)
Movie: Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani (2013) (Youth is Crazy)
Singers: Sunidhi Chauhan and Arijit Singh    Music Director: Pritam        Lyricist: Amitabh Bhattacharya
Actors: Deepika Padukone and Ranbir Kapoor 



Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani is the 
story of the relationship between 
two characters, Bunny (Ranbir 
Kapoor) & Naina (Deepika 
Padukone), at two separate but 
defining times in their lives... first, 
when they are just out of college 
and standing on the crossroads of 
multiple decisions that will shape 
who and what they become... and 
then later on, in their late-twenties 
when they meet again, holding on 
to certain fulfilled and certain 
unfulfilled dreams, at a crossroads 
of another nature this time... how 
these two characters affect, 
change, befriend and eventually fall
in love with each other is the 
journey the film aspires to take us 
on...
- Written by Eros International

http://www.imdb.com/search/title?plot_author=Eros+International&view=simple&sort=alpha&ref_=ttpl_pl_1


1913.  Silent Film Adaptation of Mythology with all male actors.



Alam Ara:  Ornament of the World



Kismet (Fate), 1943
The movie also has the distinction of the first double-role by Ashok Kumar .  

Interestingly, in 1947, the year of India’s independence from the British, 
over 100 Hindi films were released.



1940-1960s
Nargis & Raj Kapoor ‘s Worldwide Appeal  

Pyar Hua Iqrar Hua – Shree 420 (1955) 
Engl. Subtitles

A Tragic Love Story



1957

Mother India 



The film that highlighted the 
next decade was Mughal-e-
Azam (The Emperor of the 
Mughals) which took nearly a 
decade to make before its 
release in 1960.  It starred 
Prithviraj Kapoor, Dilip Kumar 
and Madhubala.



1970s
Sholay (“Embers”) was released on August 15, 1975.  Ramesh 
Sippy’s film is considered the biggest Hindi film ever.  It was 
the first Indian film to have a stereophonic soundtrack, and to 
be presented in the 70 mm widescreen format.



A legendary playback singer in 
Indian movies, she recorded over 
30,000 songs, making her the 
most recorded voice in history.



A. R. Rahman & Lata Mangeshkar



She is one of the best-known and most respected playback singers in India.
Mangeshkar's career started in 1942 and has spanned over seven decades.   She has 
recorded songs for over a thousand films and has sung songs in over thirty-six regional 
Indian languages and foreign languages, though primarily in Marathi and Hindi.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marathi_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi_language


Amitabh Bachchan is a prominent 
Bollywood actor who first gained 
popularity in the early 1970s as the 
"angry young man" of Hindi cinema. He 
was also mentioned in Slumdog 
Millionaire.   

While shooting  Silsila (Chain),  
Amithabh and Rekha travelled to the 
Netherlands for a song sequence in 
filmed in the tulip gardens in 
Keukenhof.  Many directors filmed tales 
of  undying love in breathtaking 
locations and with heroines in chiffon 
sarees .

In the year 2000, he became the first 
living Asian to have been immortalized 
in wax at Madame Tussauds Wax 
Museum. He was also elected member 
of the Indian Parliament from the year 
1984 to 1987. Till date, Amitabh has 
won numerous major awards, including 
four National Film Awards and fourteen 
Filmfare Awards.

Early 1980s



Silsila, 1981



1980s

Typical of the 1980s
• Machoism
• Heroines in Skimpy outfits
• Disco and Action 

Sacrifice



Janbaaz, 1986
Feroz Khan & Sridevi



Madhuri Dixit,
Dancer Extraordinare

1980s-1990s



1990s
Shah Rukh Khan arrives and in 1995 stars in the film Dilwale Dulhania Le 
Jayenge (English: The Brave Hearted Will Take Away the Bride) with Kajol.  This 
film is considered an all-time blockbuster and remains as the longest running 
film in the history of Indian cinema.  It was shot in 
England and Switzerland.

DDL J, Train Fight Scene



2000s
With Aamir Khan’s Lagaan (Land Tax) making its way to the Oscars, the 2000s
saw a growth in Bollywood’s popularity in the world.  This led the nation’s 
filmmaking to new heights in terms of quality, cinematography and 
innovative story lines as well as technical advances in areas such as special 
effects and animation.

Lagaan was set in the late 1800s and the music is by A. R. Rahman.



Radha is recognized as the loveliest
of all the cowgirls.  Radha was a 
childhood friend and soulmate of 
Krishna and the two were 
inseparable as playmates and later 
as lovers. Theirs was a love hidden 
from society, given Radha's status 
of a married woman. They had 
their moments of love, passion and
anger - just like any two lovers in 
love and yet their love could not 
stand the test of duty that Krishna 
had to face. 

Radha Krishna



He had to leave Vrindavan, and Radha, to ensure that the ideals of truth and justice were established 
foresaking the ideal of personal love. He became a king, defeated innumerable enemies and even 
married a number of times. And yet it is said Radha kept waiting for him to come back to her. Her love 
for Krishna is considered so divine and so pure that Radha herself obtained the status of a deity, with 
her name being inseparably linked to that of Krishna. Most of Krishna's images are considered complete 
when Radha stands by his side. Krishna and Radha became the universal symbol for the lover and the 
beloved. Krishna was the ideal hero, and Radha the ideal heroine.



Katrina Kaif , Model turned Actress

2010
This decade, so far, belongs to Salman Khan.  His films do well at the box office and the 
audience is clapping, whistling and dancing.  With each new film comes a different leading 
lady.



His 2007 film, Taare 
Zameen Par was also 
produced by him and 
marked his directorial 
debut.  The film, which was
the second offering 
from Aamir Khan 
Productions, starred Khan 
in a supporting role as a 
teacher who befriends and 
helps a child. It opened to 
excellent responses from 
critics and audiences alike. 
Khan's performance was 
well-received, although he 
was particularly applauded 
for his directing.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taare_Zameen_Par
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taare_Zameen_Par

