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Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to an exciting year for band at Smarts Mill Middle School!  There are several countywide and school events lined up to make this school year exciting.  We ask that you please read through this handbook to learn about the Instrumental Music Program and hopefully answer many of your important questions. Included in this handbook is the list of materials, grading policy, and course objectives.  The final page should be signed and returned to school no later than September 4th. 

This year, all correspondence will be sent out via e-mail.  PLEASE make sure you supply us with an up-to-date address so you can receive important information about concerts, after school rehearsals, etc.  If you would prefer to receive information on paper, there will be copies available in the band room for the students to pick up.
There are numerous concerts for the performing groups throughout the year.  Please check the calendar, and website for updates.  The SMMS Music Department is also on Twitter @SMMSMusicDept, Instagram @SMMSMusicDept and Facebook @Smart’s Mill Middle School Music Dept.  Please follow or like for weekly updates!
Parent contact throughout the school year is essential for each student to reach maximum musical growth.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if any questions or concerns arise at any point.  E-mail will be the easiest way to get a hold of us, but if you prefer the phone, please call (571) 252-2030 and we will get back to you as soon as we can.

We are looking forward to having a great year of fun and learning for everyone!

Sincerely,

Ms. Kerry Mandley
Dr. Adrien Re    
Classroom Rehearsal Procedures
The Student:

· Will arrive to class on time, assemble his/her instrument, and be seated in their assigned chair 2 minutes after the tardy bell.
· Will come to rehearsal prepared with a working instrument, music, pencil, and any supplies needed for their instrument (i.e. at least 3 working reeds, mouthpiece, valve oil, drum sticks and mallets).
· Will show respect for classmates, teacher, music, and all equipment.
· Will not touch an instrument that is not theirs.
· Understands that if he/she cannot play due to illness, dental work, etc. that the director requires a note from the parent/guardian.
· Will be an active listener during rehearsal (i.e. no talking or playing while director is talking or if other students are performing).
· Will be an active and engaged member of the band.
Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior
The Instrumental Music Department inappropriate behavior consequences are aligned with that of Smart’s Mill Middle School.  Please refer to the Rights and Responsibilities Handbook for details.
Concert Procedures

1.
 Concerts are a culmination of many hours of hard work.  They are a vital part of the course objectives and the grading policy.  Concert dates are given in this handbook well in advance in order for personal schedules to be organized accordingly.  Please review the schedule and mark your calendars.  A monthly newsletter from the Principal’s office will be available online and provides updated information regarding rehearsals and concerts.  There will also be updates on the school website, band website and social media.
2. Attendance is mandatory for band members at all concerts. Performances are part of the course objectives and listed as a Virginia SOL.  All absences (excused and unexcused) will result in an alternative assignment.
3. Appropriate concert attire is required:

6th and 7th Grade Boys
· Dress white shirt with collar and appropriate tie of their choice 

· Dress black pants (no jeans)

· Black socks and black shoes (no sneakers)
6th and 7th Grade Girls
· Dress white shirt  

· Dress black pants or skirt below knees (no jeans)
· Black socks and shoes (heels no taller than 1 inch and no sneakers)
              8th Grade Band Members

All black attire. 
· Gentlemen:  black collared shirt with black tie, black pants, socks, shoes, and belt.
· Ladies: long black dress or black pants with black blouse, and black shoes
Grading
25 Points per Class – Daily Classroom Grade (Theory, Technique and Rehearsal Work Habits).
25 Points-  Practice Calendars (collected once per month)
100 Points – Tests (Playing or Written tests)

50 Points-  Rehearsals (Ensemble Skills)

100 Points – Performances (Ensemble Skills)

*The classes will follow the VA Standards of Learning listed at www.doe.virginia.gov
Practice

In order to excel at their instrument, students are required to practice a minimum of 15-20 min a day on their own.  Practice Calendars are available for students at the beginning of each month.  
Instrument Rentals
School owned instruments will be distributed to students at the beginning of the school year at a rate of $100/year. The student will complete an inventory form with parent/guardian signature.  Once the instrument is distributed, it is placed in the care responsibility of the student. Any damage other than normal wear and tear, will be repaired at the students budget. 
Instruments that are rented from SMMS are tenor saxophones, baritone saxophones, bassoons, French horns, baritones, and tubas. NO instrument will be distributed until payment and contract has been received. 
All percussion equipment is school owned. The students borrow the equipment for each class period; therefore, students will take extra care of the equipment. Improper use and any damage other than normal wear and tear will be repaired at the student’s budget.
Instrument Care and Maintenance
1. Keep your instrument case free of objects not intended to be kept in the case.  Do not store music or books or cleaning supplies in your instrument case.  This will bend the keys and metal.

2. Reeds should be stored in a ventilated case (not on the mouthpiece) or they will mold.

3. Thoroughly clean your instrument regularly.  Your teacher will show you the proper procedure.

4. Music must be treated with care and returned in the same condition in which it was received.   Do not use pen, fold, crumple, or tear the music.  The destruction of music will result in a fee to purchase new music.  It is extremely costly to replace single parts of an arrangement.

5. Instruments and music are to be stored in the designated storage areas.

6. It is recommended that owned instruments be insured through the family’s home insurance.
Instrument Storage

Students will be allowed to store their instruments during the school day in the band storage room.  All instruments MUST go home every night.  The school is not responsible for any instruments lost or stolen while in the instrument room.

Required Materials

6th Grade

· Traditions of Excellence, book 1 (red).  In addition to the TE book, percussionists will have the Alfred Percussion Method Book (blue)
· Instrument and all materials for the instrument (i.e. sticks, reeds, mouthpiece, etc.)

· Pencil(s)
7th Grade

· Standard of Excellence, book 2 (blue)
· Instrument and all materials for the instrument (i.e. sticks, reeds, mouthpiece, etc.)

· Pencil(s)
8th Grade

· Foundations for Superior Performance (black and blue) 
· Instrument and all materials for the instrument (i.e. sticks, reeds, mouthpiece, etc.)

· Pencil(s)
ALL GRADES

· A music stand for practice at home

· Extra reeds, cleaning cloth, cork grease, and neck strap as applicable (woodwinds)

· Valve oil, cleaning snake (brass)

· Mallets/ drum sticks, drum kit (percussion)

Recommended, but not required for home use
· Metronome

· Tuner
Private Lessons
Students are encouraged to pursue individual music lessons outside of the normal school day curriculum.  Please feel free to contact Ms. Mandley or Mr. Re with any questions or recommendations. 

Private Instructors:

Flute: Katie Newmiller

Katie.Newmiller@lcps.org

Flute: Wendy Lane 


Blane4@verizon.net

Flute: Amanda Smith 


Amanda.b.smith@lcps.org

Flute: Lisa Smith 


Naps624@gmail.com
Clarinet:  Carolyne Roblee

Carolynrobblee@gmail.com

Clarinet: Cheryl Newton 

Cheryl.newton@fcps.edu

Clarinet: Sarah Horback 

Sarah.horback@lcps.org

Clarinet/Saxophone: Ted Hasko 
tedhakso@yahoo.com

Bassoon: Kelly Stratil 

kstratil@aol.com

Bassoon: Tiana Durbin 

571-306-1880 (Catoctin School of Music)

Trumpet: Anthony Chiles 

703-554-9346

F.H./ Trumpet:  Drew Duncan
757- 373-7405

Trombone: David Rosengaft 

davidrosengaft@gmail.com

Trombone: Jeff Cortazzo 

703-444-3700 (Music & Arts)

All Instruments Music & Arts Leesburg 703-779-4905

All Instruments Catoctin School of Music 571-306-1880
Student/Parent Contract

Student Name___________________________________________

We have read and understand the handbook and the following expectations for participation in the instrumental music program:

1. We understand all classroom expectations.

2. We understand the grading policy.

3. We understand that in order to be successful, students are expected to practice on their own at home.
4. We understand that students are expected to participate in all after school rehearsals and concerts.

5. We understand the concert dress code.

Student Signature____________________________  Date_______________

Parent Signature____________________________
  Date_______________

Yes         No    I am interested in being contacted about volunteer opportunities this year 


in the music department. (
Student Information (Please print clearly)
Parent/Guardian Name____________________________________________

Parent e-mail address_____________________________________________
Second email address______________________________________________
Home Phone______________________________

Parent Cell Phone__________________________
Instrument________________________________

Brand/Make*_______________________________

Serial Number*_____________________________
*-Teacher will help student identify in class

