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Can I still attend college?

YES!

Undocumented students/ Dreamers can still attend 
college in California and still are eligible to apply to 

STATE financial aid and scholarships.   
You will need to check with the Admissions office of
your college/university to make sure you need any 
additional paperwork to fill out such as residency 

forms (AB 540) and or submit transcripts. 



• AB 540 - CA Assembly Bill which authorizes any student, 
including Undocumented Students, who meet the following 
criteria to pay in-state tuition at California’s public colleges 
and universities.

• AB 2000 – Passed in 2014, this CA Assembly Bill expands 
meeting criteria/definition of students eligible for AB 540.

How to be eligible for AB 540/2000
Requisites: 

 Attended high school (public or private) in CA for 3 or 
more years, or attained credits earned in CA from CA high 
school equivalent to 3 or more years of full-time high school 
course work and attended a combination of elementary, 
middle and/or high schools in CA for a total of 3 or more 
years.
 Graduated from a California high school or obtain a GED.
 Register at a public institution of higher education in 
California.
 Fill out an affidavit confirming your residential status.



• Students who are Undocumented or U.S. citizens who 
are not CA Residents.

• Students who are considered “Undocumented” are 
not U.S. citizens, or permanent residents (green card 
holders), or international students. 

• Frequently, undocumented students do not have any 
documents like a visa or a green card.

FACT: For enrollment purposes, undocumented students 
have frequently been classified as “non residents”, forced 
to pay out-of-state, non-resident tuition. Right now, that 
rate ranges between $200 to $265 per unit for CA 
community colleges.

Who are AB 540/2000 Students?

AB 540/2000 signifies a more affordable tuition for Undocumented Students.

Did you know? Dreamer Students qualify for AB 540 because majority were brought to the 
U.S. when they were children, so these students grew up most of their lives in the U.S. and 
attended 4-years of High School, making them qualified to be an AB 540 Student (Refer to 
previous slide for Requisites).

AB 540/2000 FORM



What is the CA Dream ACT
The California Dream Act (Assembly Bills 130 & 131), 
provided the opportunity for AB 540/2000 students to receive 
Cal Grant A & B Entitlement Awards, Cal Grant C awards, 
institutional grants, and community college fee waivers.

If a Dreamer is BOG eligible, 
then they are eligible for the 
CA Dream ACT! 

AB What? Here’s a RECAP! 
• AB 540 allows certain undocumented students to qualify as CA residents and 

to qualify to apply for the Board of Governors Fee Waiver (BOGFW).
• AB 131 allows students to qualify to receive private scholarships and allows 

colleges to award private scholarships to AB 540 students.
• AB 130 allows students to now qualify for state financial aid – fee waiver 

(BOGFW), Cal Grants; and possible enrollment in specialized state-funded 
programs such as EOPS.

 This is NOT the same as the proposed federal “Dream Act.”
 AB 540 students can qualify for the BOGFW to waiver their $46/unit fees



Another RECAP!

Important Information for CA Dream Act 



Application for Board of Governors Fee Waiver 
(BOGFW)/ California College Promise Grant (CCPG)

BOGFW FORM

INCOME STANDARD



NEW LAWS: AB 2160

• AB 2160 - CAL GRANT 
PROGRAM: GRADE 
POINT AVERAGE 
This bill removes a barrier to 
state financial aid and 
significantly improves access to 
higher education for all students 
in California. Specifically, the bill
requires all public high schools to
electronically submit the grade 
point averages for 12th graders to
the California Student Aid 
Commission for the purposes of 
the Cal Grant application, except 
for students who have opted out, 
as specified. 



California Dream Act
https://dream.csac.ca.gov



• The process to apply is to go through the California Student Aid Commission 
(CSAC)

• To file an application students need to log on to www.csac.ca.gov 
• Students may also apply directly to the individual college, but that can delay the 

time to award.

How to apply for the CA Dream ACT

What DREAMERS 
could get in CA

http://www.csac.ca.gov


FAFSA VS CA Dream Act 
Mirror Applications

FAFSA APPLICATION CA DREAM ACT APPLICATION



CA DREAM ACT IS NOT DACA (Deferred Action)

CA Dream Act aid is not the same as Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) relief.

DACA does not confer a new status for students.

Does not affect AB 540 status, the criteria used for CA 
Dream Act Aid.

For more info on DACA – visit uscis.gov and e4fc.org/daca
guide
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TheDream.Us Scholarship
• Application opens in 

November 1, 2018
• 2 Writing Prompts
• 1 Reference
• Financial documents
• Transcripts
• Deadline In March 1, 2018
• Up to $14,000 to each 

winner going to a partner 
community college  and 
$28,000 for those going to
a partner university



TheDream.us Scholarship 
Partner Colleges - California

Community Colleges

Mt. San Antonio College
De Anza College
Evergreen Valley College
Long Beach City College

Universities /Privates

CSU Long Beach
CSU East Bay
CSU San Bernardino
San Francisco State (CSU)
San Jose State (CSU)
Sonoma State (CSU)

UC Merced
UC Santa Cruz

University of La Verne



The Dream Program provides services to DREAMers (Undocumented Students) at Mt. 
San Antonio College to ensure the Students’ success, personal growth, and development

Dream Program Services Offered:

 Counseling (Academic, Career, and 
Personal)

 Peer-to-Peer Mentoring
 Dream Act/Financial Aid Info/Resources
 Scholarship Resources (TheDream.US)
 Legal and Health Referrals
 Book Loan Service 
 Computer and Study Area
 Networking and Support
 Free Printing

For more information, please contact the Dream Program at: 
(909) 274-5596 or erodriguez@mtsac.edu

Or visit us in person at building 16C, by the miracle mile 
Hours of operation: Monday-Thursday 8:00am-7:00pm

mailto:erodriguez@mtsac.edu


For questions and further 
information:

Joel Monroy
Dream & Foster Youth Outreach Specialist

909-274-4150
joel.Monroy@mtsac.edu



TheDream.Us Scholarship

Informational Workshop



TheDream.Us Scholarship
Informational Workshop



Who are we? 
   Mt. SAC’s Dream Program 

The Dream Program provides services to DREAMers (Undocumented Students)
at Mt. San Antonio College to ensure the Students’ success, personal growth 
and development.

What Services do we offer?        
•  Counseling(Academic, Career, and Personal)
• Peer to Peer Mentoring
• Dream Act/Financial Aid Info/Resources
• Scholarship Resources (TheDream.US)
• Legal Referrals for DACA                                         
•  Health Resources Referrals



The Dream.US Youtube video



What is theDream.Us Scholarship?

• The National Scholarship Award will cover your tuition and fees up 
to a maximum of $4,000 for an associate’s degree in California and
$26,000 for a bachelor’s degree, at one of our Partner Colleges

• The Award is renewable each year –
-full-time enrollment (more than 12 credits per term) 
-college GPA of 3.0. 

If you struggle academically, your Scholar Advisor will be there to 
help you get back on track.



How can I be eligible?

• Have graduated or will graduate from high school or will be 
transferring from a CC

•  GPA of 2.5 or higher
• Not a current college student (dual enrollment is fine)
• Intend to enroll full-time in an associate’s or bachelor’s degree 

program at one of TheDream.US Partner Colleges
• AB540 eligible for in-state tuition at the Partner College you 

want to attend
• Came to the US before reaching your 16th birthday
• Are DACA eligible OR have applied for or received DACA or TPS 

approval
• Have significant unmet financial need. 



Why should you apply

• FREE $$$ money for college! 
• This scholarship is only for Dreamer Students
• You can focus on your academics and not worry about paying for 

college
• Gain experience at knowing how the application process works 
• It’s an investment for your education and future
• You get to network when you ask others for help
• Obtain a sense of motivation and empowerment 



Partner Colleges - California

Community Colleges

Mt. San Antonio College
De Anza College
Evergreen Valley College
Long Beach City College

Universities /Privates

CSU Long Beach
CSU East Bay
CSU San Bernardino
San Francisco State (CSU)
San Jose State (CSU)
Sonoma State (CSU)

UC Merced
UC Santa Cruz

University of La Verne



What is required for the 
scholarship?

• Demographic, Academic, and Financial Information
• 2 writing prompts
• 1 reference
• Declaration of DACA and TPS Eligibility form
• HS Transcripts or CC Transcripts 



2 Writing Prompts

The writing prompts are:
1 ) Your Educational and Career Goals – (750 words max):
• Describe your educational and career goals and explain what or who has 

inspired or helped shape these goals.
• Excluding financial needs, what are the most significant challenges you 

expect to face in successfully completing college?
2) Overcoming Adversity – 750 words max:
• Describe a challenging family or personal circumstance that has affected 

your achievement or participation in school, work, or community 
activities.

• How did you overcome this challenge and what did you learn from the 
experience above?



Deadline

The deadline for theDream.us scholarship is

March 1, 2018



Advice from our staff

• Create an account online
• Attend any workshops and get help from the Dream Program 

experts
• Draft your story 
• Get feedback on your writing prompts
• Ask for your reference



TheDream.US  Scholarship Event at Mt. SAC
 FREE!!!!!

 
When: Saturday, February 10, 2018  

9 A.M. – 1 P.M.  
- Scholarship Overview Information  

- Parent Workshops  (Spanish)  
- Account creation and a pplication assistance           
- Essay reviews  from Mt SAC Faculty and Staff  

 

Registration for this event: 
http://bit.ly/TheDreamUs  



Mt. San Antonio College contacts

Joel Monroy
Dream & Foster Youth 
Specialist (HSO)
joel.monroy@mtsac.edu
909-274-4150

Elmer Rodriguez
Coordinator, Dream 
Program
erodriguez@mtsac.edu

909-274-5989

Dream Program
Building 16C
909-274-5596

mailto:joel.monroy@mtsac.edu
mailto:erodriguez@mtsac.edu

