



Resources for Parents – Online Education

Montezuma-Cortez School District RE-1 is providing in-person learning. In the event 
the pandemic causes mandates that restrict in-person learning, our district will move 
to complete remote learning. Parents who wish to have their child(ren) learn from 
home may choose options below:


Elementary:

If parents wish for their student to remain connected to the district schools, they may 
also choose to enroll in the remote option of viewing the classes daily from home. It 
would be the parent and child’s responsibility to get online daily and attend classes. 
This is referred to as a “synchronous” method of learning. Please discuss this 
option with the administration of your school.


Secondary:

The Southwest Colorado eSchool (SWCeS) and Montezuma-Cortez School District 
RE-1 have partnered to offer a full-time online schooling option for 6th-12th graders. 
SWCeS is an accredited regional, diploma granting online high school serving the 
communities of Southwest Colorado. SWCeS is a tuition free online school available 
to students in grades 6-12. Students enrolled in SWCeS engage in rigorous courses 
aligned to Colorado standards taught by licensed Colorado teachers. All courses are 
offered through the Internet with students participating at a distance from their home 
or another Internet access point. In addition to individual course instructors students 
have access to content area tutors, remote learning activities and various other 
support structures. 


Through our partnership with district students attending can maintain their 
connection with their school community and continue to participate in school 
activities. We work closely with administrators, counselors and school staff with the 
Montezuma-Cortez School District throughout the year to ensure that students are 
supported and growing. 


Enrollment and Registration


Students may participate in SWCeS courses starting at the beginning of any 
academic term. Enrollment forms and information can be found on the school’s 
website. All students who are new to SWCeS courses will complete a short 
Introduction to Online learning course before beginning classwork. 


To Learn more about the Southwest Colorado eSchool please visit our school 
website: www.southwestcoloradoeschool.org 


Information: 
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P.O. Box R 
400 North Elm Street 
Cortez, Colorado 81321 
Phone: (970) 565-7282 
Fax: (970) 565-2161

www.cortez.k12.co.us


http://www.southwestcoloradoeschool.org


Please reach out to us with any questions. Be sure to let us know that you are a 
Montezuma-Cortez student. 


Steve Otter, Principal 


sotter@southwestcoloradoeschool.org 


970-403-0946





Independent Learning Option Separate from the District:

Parents also have the option to manage their child’s education completely on their 
own through a myriad of resources and online educational opportunities. The 
information provided below will help guide parents through this option. The district is 
not a partner with the other online public schools and would not be able to provide 
support.


How do I enroll my student in an online school or program?


Most online schools will have their own specific steps for enrollment. However, online schools 
typically require the same documents as a brick-and-mortar school such as a birth certificate, 
proof of residency, immunization records, and prior school records if applicable. You will need 
to be a resident of the state of Colorado for enrollment in a multi-district school. If you are 
enrolling in a single district school/program, you will need to be a resident of the school district 
that the school or program operates in.


How do I choose an online school?


Since there are many types of online schools and programs, exploring what each one has to 
offer is a great place to start. Make sure the school offers the grade level you require. Some 
schools serve grades only K-8, others K-12 and some only serve middle school and/or high 
school age students. In addition to different grades levels, each online school may have a 
different focus. Some schools serve at-risk students and may offer credit recovery for high 
school age students who need to catch up on credits to graduate. Other schools may serve 
elementary and/ or middle school age students in a more traditional model or are college 
preparatory. The manner of instructional delivery may also vary. Some schools may offer face 
to face services in addition to the online portion of their program, while others deliver 
instruction strictly through the computer while the student is at home. Many schools hold 
informational meetings that you can attend, either online or in person to get more information 
about their program. Visit the links below for more information about choosing an online 
program.


● A Parent's Guide to Choosing the Right Online Program (iNACOL) (PDF)

● School Choice for Kids


Can you recommend an online school or program?
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mailto:sotter@southwestcoloradoeschool.org
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/docs/onlinelearning/a-parents-guide-to-choosing.pdf
https://schoolchoiceforkids.org/colorado-public-online-education/


The Office of Online and Blended Learning cannot recommend a specific school or program 
but seeks to provide information about the schools and programs available so that you can 
make an informed decision that benefits your student and your situation. Please see the 
following publication regarding questions to ask when seeking to enroll your child in an online 
school.


● A Parent's Guide to Choosing the Right Online Program (iNACOL) (PDF)

For	more	information,	please	go	to:	https://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/faq


 

Connections Academy - Online Public School from Home

https://www.connectionsacademy.com


Learn more about how a tuition-free online public K-12 school can benefit your family. ... Resources 
that Energize Virtual Learning. Is online school better ...

How it Works · Find Your School · About · Resources


 

Online Public Schools in Colorado | K-12 Virtual Schools | K12

https://www.k12.com › colorado-online-schools


K12 offers quality, tuition-free online public school options in Colorado. Schools are full-time and 
are available statewide. Learn more & enroll today!


Discover Virtual School - Guidepost Montessori

https://www.guidepostmontessori.com › virtual-school


Guidepost Virtual School for Elementary. A one-of-a-kind Virtual School. Guidepost 
Montessori Virtual School is our popular online education program that ... 

VHS Learning | VHS Learning

https://vhslearning.org


The Virtual High School ... A nonprofit organization providing teacher-led high school online 
courses to students and schools around the world.


GOAL High School: Home


https://www.goalac.org
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/onlinelearning/download/nacol_parentsguide.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/faq
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/program/cost
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/schools-near-me
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/about/what-to-expect
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/technology
https://www.k12.com/colorado-online-schools.html
https://www.k12.com/colorado-online-schools.html
https://www.k12.com/colorado-online-schools.html
https://www.guidepostmontessori.com/virtual-school
https://www.guidepostmontessori.com/virtual-school
https://www.goalac.org/
https://www.goalac.org/


Things have changed and GOAL High School has been well positioned to meet the change. While the 

world is learning to work productively remotely


Additional	Resources


Early	Childhood:


● National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) - Family 
Resources Page  This website provides resources, tips, and ideas around child 
development and early learning domains.


● Zero to Three - At-Home Activity Guide This list of activities helps support 
development through play for infants and toddlers. The activities suggested for the 
toddlers can easily apply or be adapted for preschoolers.


● Coping with COVID-19  Online resources to provide information from NAEYC, the 
CDC, and other educational organizations. There are multiple resources to support 
children's learning during this time.


● Screen Time and Preschoolers The Academy of Pediatrics recommendations for 
screen time of high-quality programming for children ages 2 to 5.


● High Scope COR - Resource and Tools for Parents and Teachers An extensive 
database of family activities for both Infant-Toddler and Preschool children.


● ReadyRosie - Healthy at Home: A Toolkit for Supporting Families Impacted by 
COVID-19 A free toolkit as a resource to support families with information and 
resources for supporting the children in their care.


● The National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations (NCPMI) - Teaching Social 
Emotional Skills   Activities, materials and tools to help children promote self-
regulation or problem solving.


● Colorado Early Learning and Development Guidelines   Resources that are 
research-based suggestions for how adults can support children's development.


● National P3 Center - At-Home Teaching and Learning in PreK-3rd Grade  
Guidance related to school districts’ and elementary schools’ supports for at-home 
learning across the primary grades (PreK-3rd grade).  


English	Language	Learners


● PK-Elementary Online Resources for English Learners Resource list divided by 
grade level and language level.


● Middle School Online Resources for English Language Learners Resource list for 
middle school and language level.


● High School Online Resources for English Language Learners  Resource list for 
high school and language level.


● K-12 Online Resources for English Learners Resource list of helpful sites to 
engage English learners from kindergarten to twelfth grade.


● Common Sense Media Supports educators in teaching students how to thrive in the 
digital age with free, research-backed lesson plans in English and Spanish.
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https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/3264-at-home-activity-guide
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/covid-19
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/Pages/American-Academy-of-Pediatrics-Announces-New-Recommendations-for-Childrens-Media-Use.aspx
https://help.coradvantage.com/hc/en-us/articles/360041033631-Family-Activities-Packets-and-Other-Resources
https://help.coradvantage.com/hc/en-us/articles/360041033631-Family-Activities-Packets-and-Other-Resources
https://healthyathome.readyrosie.com/
https://healthyathome.readyrosie.com/
https://healthyathome.readyrosie.com/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Implementation/family.html
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Implementation/family.html
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Implementation/family.html
https://earlylearningco.org/
https://nationalp-3center.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/PreK-3rd-At-Home_24Mar2020_FINAL.pdf
https://nationalp-3center.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/PreK-3rd-At-Home_24Mar2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/remotelearning/pkellresources
https://www.cde.state.co.us/learningathome/ellmsresource
https://www.cde.state.co.us/learningathome/ellhsresource
https://www.cde.state.co.us/remotelearning/k12ellresource
https://www.cde.state.co.us/remotelearning/k12ellresource
https://www.commonsense.org/education/search?contentType=reviews&page=1&limit=25&includeFacets=true&pricing_structure=19597


● Twig Education Students can access thousands of videos in English/Spanish that 
include lessons, activities, and visuals.


General	Resources


● Khan Academy Offers practice exercises, instructional videos, and a personalized 
learning dashboard that empower learners to study at their own pace in and outside of 
the classroom.


● EdX A trusted platform for education and learning where students come from every 
country in the world.


● CK12 A foundation dedicated to personalized learning. The site has resources for 
multiple content areas.


● Canvas Network Lifelong learning and professional development for educators go 
hand-in-hand with Canvas Network's open, online courses, taught by experts and 
institutions worldwide.


● National Geographic Education Offers a wide assortment of professional learning 
opportunities for educators engaging with students from pre-K to post-secondary. The 
programs and resources range from in-the-field projects to digital resources to online 
networks to grant opportunities and courses.


● Smithsonian Education Resources, training, and support to assist caregivers, 
teachers, and students as they face new learning challenges.


● PBS Learning Network PBS and your local station have curated FREE, standards-
aligned videos, interactives, lesson plans, and more just for teachers.


● Rocky Mountain PBS RMPBS is adding educational programs to the daytime 
schedule to support learning during school closures.


● mindSpark Learning  An online toolkit providing PD, tools and community.


● Wide Open School  A curated list of resources for educators and parents.


● March 2 Success  Peterson's online tutoring resource in SAT prep, English, Math, 
pre-engineering/STEM, and a college readiness course accessed through, and paid 
for by, the US Army. 


More	specific	resources	can	be	found	at	the	link	below:


https://www.cde.state.co.us/learningathome/remotelearningresources
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https://www.go.twigeducation.com/covid19-us?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid-19-us
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.khanacademy.org/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413960302&sdata=GUt+rxpdxIarY2R0S9jf8ZwWrK+pH5VJw3Sus++sEHY=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.edx.org/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413970259&sdata=P09N25IU/9a5bH7CC3uD7HBkOHpE+jR1Qx0/QvvFcrU=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.edx.org/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413970259&sdata=P09N25IU/9a5bH7CC3uD7HBkOHpE+jR1Qx0/QvvFcrU=&reserved=0
https://www.ck12.org/student/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.canvas.net/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413970259&sdata=4o7i4qth0Z3ZgxeVPPhrZHjZVqCAEcYZrAuTPNe14gg=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.canvas.net/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413970259&sdata=4o7i4qth0Z3ZgxeVPPhrZHjZVqCAEcYZrAuTPNe14gg=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413970259&sdata=Y6QuY6pCzJcWqLkcJRzCv4f8JcLdi7T6mhK7YzahH6o=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://learninglab.si.edu/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413980214&sdata=MNZ10ozu8g+RI/Xvy5xoFgN+kjuKgY31kdQNDl8Qq5I=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://learninglab.si.edu/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413980214&sdata=MNZ10ozu8g+RI/Xvy5xoFgN+kjuKgY31kdQNDl8Qq5I=&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://mainepublic.pbslearningmedia.org/&data=02%257C01%257CSean.Landry@maine.gov%257C061f8c22ac13490ca62c08d7c1df223e%257C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%257C0%257C0%257C637191036413980214&sdata=kYDe4w3LC5/prNhQT0+DdBs75kB5K83zq9eaUTzz+88=&reserved=0
http://www.rmpbs.org/learn/
http://www.rmpbs.org/learn/
https://www.mymindsparklearning.org/online-toolkit?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85203261&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--0vR9d9V2XNP0OdD10fBKVbZMHIxA_mNm99v0HP5xoIq6VoUcTsSFYw1FMy-P4PbZpb_IBgubiY-BNeMuHbZ7rHtjftA&_hsmi=85203261
https://wideopenschool.org/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/learningathome/march2success
https://www.cde.state.co.us/learningathome/remotelearningresources

