Math - IXL.COM -  Our goal is to have each child master all 227 third grade math standards by early May.    

I will no longer be pulling reports  JUST on “time spent” on IXL but rather on how many standards have been played and passed as well.  

How does my child play IXL.com?  There are two ways to play IXL and your child must not play it in game mode! IXL MUST BE PLAYED IN ORDER AND EACH STANDARD MUST BE MASTERED TO 100% MASTERY BEFORE MOVING TO THE NEXT STANDARD.   I will be introducing an IXL standards at school.  As soon as I introduce a standard and feel the class, as a whole, has a pretty good understanding of it, I will post it in the Norris News letter and than your child can play to pass that standard.  This allows me to pre-teach, teach, and model, each standard before your child plays AND it will alleviate students being bounced all over the program spending much time in unfamiliar standards accomplishing little.   

Your child is required to turn in IXL “study evidence” but only of problems that require pencil and paper to complete them correctly.   For example, if your child is answering questions about shapes or place value (no pencil and paper is required to correctly answer) he/she simply plays the program. (No evidence is needed or required.)  However, if your child is adding three or four digit numbers with borrowing he/she will need to write that problem on a scrap piece of paper to answer correctly.  Any written computations must be turned in as IXL “study evidence”.   

This program needs some parental supervision.  It is very important that you are monitoring your child efforts in the following areas:

· Monitor to ensure they are playing third grade skills.  NO ONE may play a different grade level without discussing it with me first.

· For accuracy – Occasionally, you will need to pull a report that shows you the percentage of problems correct vs. the number of problems attempted.  If your child has a low “correct” percentage, he/she needs support with the concepts or your child simply may be guessing instead of taking the time to write out problems to solve them.  Is IXL evidence being created for problems that can’t be done mentally?

· Help – There is a help box or green “explanation box” available to you and your child each time a question is missed.  It is VERY IMPORTANT you train your child to read this explanation box and learn how to do the problem correctly. (At first, many students just want to skip it and try another problem.)  Many times, if students take the time to read the explanation box, they can learn to solve that type of problem independently.  However, your child may simply need help reading the explanation box and understanding it.  Your willingness to help is needed and very much appreciated.  The good news is the explanation boxes are easy to understand and short so you’ll look like a math genius and be a hero to your child each and every time.  

· Your child needs to strive to pass each standard with 100% accuracy or better.  Reluctant math students like to play and re-play the same standards because they understand them and it becomes fun.  Your job is to pace your child so all 227 standards are passed by testing time.    

I will be pulling individual and class reports for re-teaching and individual support.  However, throughout the course of the year you will find many reports that help you understand where you could give your child support in math including the exact questions they miss!  ( 

Finally, check your child’s total time and standards mastered in the following manner: Go to the AWARDS TAB and click your child’s name and grade.  To the right you will see a total of time and standards mastered.  This is the information I will be tracking throughout the year.  
