	Funding Available – Action Required       


 
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

 

Subject: Master Mathematics Teacher Grant Program – Stipend Payment for 2003-2004

 
The 77th Texas Legislature, 2001, created the Master Mathematics Teacher (MMT) Grant Program to encourage teachers to become certified as master mathematics teachers and to work with other teachers and with students to improve student mathematics performance.  School districts may apply for grants to pay stipends to selected certified master mathematics teachers who taught at high-need campuses for the 2003-2004 school year. Each stipend is in the amount of $5,000.  This stipend must be prorated if the teacher does not meet the requirements for a master mathematics teacher for the entire school year. 
 
To claim stipends for 2003-2004 school year, you must complete the following: 

· Determine whether your campus is eligible by visiting www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/sci  and clicking on “Campuses Eligible for State MMT Stipends” at the lower right of that screen.  The list of eligible campuses indicates the number of stipends each high-need campus is eligible to receive. 
· Complete the request form for TEA Security Environment clearance for the district’s Data Entry User and District Approver who will be the contacts for the program with TEA.  
To locate the MRT request form please visit the TEA web site, www.tea.state.tx.us  then click A - Z Index, T, TEASE, and locate the form for MMT on the Application Reference Sheet.  

· Print the form, signed by both the Superintendent and the contact, and fax it to Attention: Carolyn Smyrl, at (512) 463-8057.

· District Data Entry User will be sent a Username and Password to access application so that he/she may designate Master Mathematics Teachers who earned stipends for the 2003-2004 school year. Applications must be completed by September 30, 2004.
Eligibility for Master Mathematics Teacher Certification

A certified master mathematics teacher is a person who has at least three years of teaching experience; completes satisfactorily a course of instruction approved by the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) for the purpose of becoming a master mathematics teacher for Grades EC-4, 408, or 8-12; performs satisfactorily on the master mathematics teacher certification examination for Grades EC-4, 4-8, or 8-12 prescribed by the SBEC; and has master mathematics teacher certification for the specific grade levels on the campus to which assigned.
 
Statutory citations may be accessed from the TEA home page by clicking on the link to “Education Laws and Rules.”  The commissioner’s rules for the Master Mathematics Teacher Grant Program are available in the above attachments and on the TEA web site.
  
If you need additional information or have questions about the Master Mathematics Teacher Grant Program, please contact Carolyn Smyrl, by email at carolyn.smyrl@tea.state.tx.us, or by phone at (512) 463-9581.  Questions about Master Mathematics Teacher certification and training programs should be directed to SBEC, at 1-888-863-5880.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Barnes
Associate Commissioner for Standards and Programs
