The first section is an excerpt from the program’s resources that delineates the “Big Ideas” of the program, and many of the reasons why we chose this program. 

 In a CPM (College Preparatory Mathematics – the publisher) Core Connections course (known as CC2 or CC3), we value:

· Mathematical Understanding: Understanding is a prerequisite to remembering, connecting, and using mathematics.

· Skill Proficiency: Skills are necessary to succeed at the mathematical tasks that students will encounter in these courses and beyond.

· Problem Solving: Our students need to learn to use what they know and think logically about problems to devise effective strategies to find solutions.

· Communication: Our students need to be able to use mathematical language and talk and write about their ideas effectively.

· Justification: Our students should be able to give logical arguments to defend their reasoning both orally and in writing.

· Mastery Over Time: We expect our students to continue to build broader and deeper understanding of the ideas in each course as the year progresses.

· Multiple Ways of Seeing: We value breadth of thinking. Our students should seek, find, hear, and understand multiple ways to think about a given mathematical task.

· Effective Team Work: In order to achieve many of the above-mentioned goals, our students need to work together. They need practice talking about mathematics and building deeper understanding by listening to the reasoning of other students. Therefore, it is essential that we place high value on students learning to work cooperatively.

This next section, also an excerpt from the program resources, explains many of the types of assessments tools that will be used throughout the year with a detailed discussion of a Team Test.

Since the program values a broad range of skills and abilities, it is crucially important that we use a broad range of assessment strategies. Our students learn what we value primarily by observing what we assess. Several of the assessment tools that will be used throughout the year include: Individual Tests, Team Tests, Participation Reviews, student presentations, class observations, and homework.

To build a class culture in which teamwork is truly essential for learning, it is important to assess teamwork.  A Team Test is an assessment in which collaboration is essential for mathematical success. A Team Test provides opportunities for certain kinds of learning and collaboration:

· The perceived high-stakes environment of any type of test inspires students to work together effectively. Students are more likely to ask each other for ideas, explain their thinking and help each other identify errors. 
· A well-constructed Team Test allows for assessment of not only mathematical knowledge, but also the abilities of teams to think creatively or broadly, to justify their reasoning and to solve problems that require synthesis of knowledge.

· The quality of discussion inspired by Team Tests makes them a useful way for students to gauge their own level of learning. 

· Team test problems are designed to inspire in-depth conversations and collaboration around essential mathematics. They may require interpretation, decision-making, and justification.

· Questions that focus on one skill (such as solving equations or graphing a parabola) are also appropriate. It is useful to have four different forms of the question so that students can discuss how and why to do a problem instead of focusing on answer.

As part of the introduction to a Team Test, students are informed that the complexity, and/or difficulty of the test questions will require them to talk and work together well to be successful. 
Students are also informed about how their work will be graded so that they know the extent to which everyone’s papers will factor into the Team Test grade or an individual grade.

A Team Test is graded on mathematical content. In all options below, if there is significant variance between papers from one team, then each paper is graded individually.

There are several options for grading a Team Test:

· Teacher observation (circulating and listening) is an important tool for assessing the quality of both mathematics and teamwork. Based on observations, it can be determined whether or not to take individual students’ performance into consideration for the grade.

· Randomly choose one paper from the team to read; if the work on all of the papers is roughly the same, then everyone in the team gets the same grade. Encourage students to make sure they agree with what their teammates are putting on paper (but without simply copying). 
· Grade one problem on each team member’s paper; everyone in
        the team gets the same grade for each problem. This promotes
        good discussion as it makes clear the expectation that all team
        members are responsible to contribute to solutions. While
        students may disagree on strategies and solutions, they engage 
        in sufficient discussion to ensure that each student has a clear 
        and mathematically justified response. On the day of the test,  

      students discuss the questions, and then each student 
      individually writes up their responses.
· Grade individual papers; using different forms of the questions (same problem with different values), or requiring equivalent expression/equations for the same diagram allows for collaboration around the process and skills even though the answers are different. At the same time, each student must complete the process and apply the skills to their version, therefore papers are grading individually.
