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Pre-Algebra R





2016-2017 CLASS SYLLABUS





Mrs. Bohlmann 


Special Education Teacher


Brookings High School


605-696-4119


Linda.Bohlmann@k12.sd.us





Welcome to Pre-Algebra R…  This is a full year course which emphasizes basic pre-algebra skills.  Students will be introduced to the language of algebra, integers, solving equations and story problems.  Course work will follow basic high school mathematics standards.








Topic 1:  Rational Numbers and Equations


Topic 2:  Proportions and Similarity


Topic 3:  Linear Functions and Graphing


Topic 4:  Two-and Three-Dimensional Space


Topic 5:  Data Sets





Materials Needed:


3-Ring Binder (1” please)


Pencils


1 set of dividers


Ear Buds for computer
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Pre-Algebra R Topics





From the Teacher:


     Mistakes are inevitable, but what we do to correct them is what defines the learning process.  Grades are important, but I place a far greater value on the understanding of mathematics and the ability to think and reason logically, which is what I hope to instill to each and every one of my students this year.  I wish you much success, and I encourage communication from home should any concerns arise! 


 Mrs. Bohlmann


***Please note that I teach in a different room than my office.  The quickest response to a concern/question is by emailing me.  Feel free to leave me a message on my voice mail and I will call you back as soon as I can.  








Make the most of your time.


Always be prepared.


Treat others with respect.


Honor all handbook rules.





RULES











Assignments








Online Textbook


� HYPERLINK "http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/school/v0h7" �http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/school/v0h7�


For most lessons, videos are available for extra help.  This website should be the first place you look to better understand any lessons that may have been missed while absent.





About High School Mathematics Standards…


The textbook we will be using for Pre-Algebra R follows a course of study that is based on the Common Core State Standards.  This set of uniform, national standards in mathematics promotes a deeper understanding of the topics presented in class.  The Common Core State Standards are intended to better equip students with the skills necessary to become productive citizens of the 21st century.


“The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help them.  The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college and careers.  With American students fully prepared for the future, our communities will be best positioned to compete successfully in the global economy.”


(Common Core State Standards website:  www.corestandards.org)





About Homework…


Everything you are given should be organized into your binder by Lesson.  You should never throw anything away unless directed to do so.





Homework will be given as needed for work that we didn’t have time to complete in class, or for extra practice so that we may move on to the next lesson in a timely manner.  Students who fail to get their homework done risk falling behind.  


Homework is used to access understanding.  Understanding leads to practical application of learning.








Attendance and Make-Up Work…


Attending class is extremely important as concepts in math build upon each other.  Therefore, make-up work needs to be completed promptly.


General Rule:  Plan to spend at least 30 minutes with me outside of class time for every missed class.  Schedule times with me during your study hall, before or after school.  On Tuesday and Thursday I will be having a math help session from 3:30-4:00.  





Daily Procedures














Daily Schedule Overview…


Our normal routine will consist of 5-10 minute warm-ups, which are a quick review of the day before work, followed by a discussion of previous day’s homework, problem or project.  New material will be presented either by lecture, Smartboard/computer presentation, through individual or small group activity, or some combination of these methods.  On most days, there will be time in class to work on assignments.





Student Responsibilities and Expectations…


Class starts when you walk into the classroom.  (even if tardy bell has not rung yet!)


Quietly get your binder and math materials and start working on warm-up activity.


Check your computer messaging system for instructions on the current lesson.


Do your homework – In mathematics, in order to learn the skills you must PRACTICE the skills.  We will spend time at the beginning of class each day to discuss homework questions.


Show your work – It is required for all students to show work on every problem in order to earn credit on formative and summative assessments.


All missed/incorrect homework assignments must be redone and corrected by teacher.  (Understanding and doing work correctly leads to sustained learning and application of what you have learned.)


Seek teacher for help when necessary to better understand the concepts taught in class.  Do not fall behind – all concepts in Pre-Algebra build upon previously learned content.


Keep ALL electronic devices (exception is your school computer) hidden at all times.  An electronic device out in class will be confiscated and turned in to the office – no questions asked.


Come to class ready to work and learn every day, and have a positive attitude about learning Pre-Algebra.  Be actively engaged in each lesson – you will only get out of this class what you put into it.





Formative and Summative Assessments are recorded as a percent grade (see grade scale).





Grading














HOW GRADES ARE DETERMINED


Quarter grades are determined by a percentage based on the total number of points earned.  


Semester grades are based on the average of the quarter grades for that semester.


A typical topic in math consists of the following graded items:


Math Notes Book 


Homework/Quizzes/Projects (Formative Assessment)


Chapter Tests/Semester Test (Summative Assessment)





Grade Scale�
�
%�
Mark�
�
98-100�
A+�
�
95-97�
A�
�
92-94�
A-�
�
89-91�
B+�
�
86-88�
B�
�
83-85�
B-�
�
80-82�
C+�
�
77-79�
C�
�
74-76�
C-�
�
71-72�
D+�
�
68-70�
D�
�
65-67�
D-�
�
67�
E �
�
(passing, percent is below 65 but EFFORT is satisfactory)�
�
Below 65�
F�
�






All that is expected is that you do your best.











Assessments








Students will be assessed using three assessments.


1.  Diagnostic Assessments – These assessments are given before a topic is addressed.  They answer the question, “What do I already know?”  Diagnostic assessments check what students already know about the topics so the teacher can concentrate more on the concepts students do not know. 


2.  Formative Assessments – These are homework assignments, quizzes, or activities that check for understanding of the topics being taught.  They answer the question, “Am I learning these skills?”  These assessments determine what the teacher needs to do (Intervention Activities) next to help the student with learning the concepts.  Assignments are given based upon the results of the assessment given in class.  Instructional interventions are based upon the student’s performance on the lesson assessment.  


Interventions�
If�
<50% (emerging)�
then�
 Direct Instruction w/Teacher


Skills Practice


View Personal Tutor �
�
�
If�
50%-85% (progressing)�
then�
Practice problems 


View Personal Tutor�
�
�
If�
>85% (met)�
then�
””Enrichment” worksheet�
�
3.  Summative Assessments are used to determine the level of learning.  These assessments are chapter tests or semester tests that answer the questions, “Did I learn it? Do I know these skills?”





It is my sincere desire for all my students to have the opportunity to learn and experience the joys of Pre-Algebra.  Please contact me if you have any concerns or questions.  Mrs. Bohlmann








