New Providence Middle School
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Jay Richter
Principal

February 24, 2016
Dear Parents/Guardians of incoming seventh grade students,
I would like to be the first to welcome your child to New Providence Middle School. Although the sixth grade students are focused on enjoying their time at Allen W. Roberts and Salt Brook, we are already beginning to plan for their arrival in September. To that end, I am writing in regards to scheduling students for Math and Language Arts courses.

All current sixth grade students will take assessments in both Language Arts and Mathematics to help determine their placement into the enriched level courses in seventh grade. The assessments will be administered at the elementary schools. The dates are as follows:



Language Arts – March 9th and March 10th 


Mathematics – March 15th and 16th 
The criteria listed below will be used to determine eligibility for enrollment into the Enriched Language Arts 7 and the Enriched Mathematics 7 courses at the middle school.   

1)  IQ score of 120 or higher. 
2) A student must demonstrate advanced knowledge and skill on the department specific assessment.
3) A student must maintain an “A-“ average or higher for the year.
Language Arts - For both Reading and Writing, three of the four marking period grades must be an “A-” or higher and one of the four marking period grades cannot be lower than a “B”.
Mathematics - Three of the four marking period grades must be an “A-” or higher and one of the four marking period grades cannot be lower than a “B”.

Students must meet all three of the stated criteria to be enrolled into an enriched class. A small percentage of students who score extremely high with respect to the eligibility criteria for mathematics will be considered for placement into Algebra Theory and Applications, a ninth grade honors level course.
For information about the test formats, please refer to the Language Arts Test Format and the Mathematics Test Format descriptions attached. You will be informed in writing of your child’s placement for next year by the first week in June 2016. 

If you have any questions regarding the assessments, please contact Mrs. Kristie Arnold, Department Head, Language Arts grades K-6; Mr. David Goldstein, Department Head, Language Arts grades 7-12; or Mrs. Susan Rembetsy, Department Head, Mathematics K-12. 
I look forward to meeting you and your child and hope to help ease their transition into New Providence Middle School. If you have any questions about placement, transition or anything else, do not hesitate to contact me at 908-464-9161 or via email at jrichter@npsdnj.org.
Sincerely,
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Jay Richter
Principal
Attachments

Language Arts Test Format

The Language Arts test has two parts, with each part being taken on a different day. Part one has forty multiple choice questions on reading comprehension, vocabulary, punctuation, capitalization and improving sentences. Part two is an essay that is based upon a two-page reading passage. 
Mathematics Test Format

The Math test has two parts, with each part being taken on a different day. Part one has thirty multiple choice questions, each with equal point value.  Calculators are not used on part one. Part two includes twelve open-ended questions, each with equal point value.  Calculators are used on part two. 
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