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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure

	HOW CAN WE CLOSE THE GAP?

Do you realize that in our district there is an achievement gap in Mathematics between the African American/Black student population and the aggregate student population?

At what grade level is the Gap? How are we measuring the Gap? How large is the Gap?  How many students are we talking about? 



Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.)
	Name
	School
	Grade Level or Subject

	Carol Cohen
	BHS
	9-12 Administration

	Deb Darlington
	CMS/BHS
	5-12 Science

	Heidi Johnson
	CMS
	5-8 Administration

	Patty Soliozy*
	CMS/BHS
	5-12 Math

	Diane Wiltshire
	District
	K-12 METCO

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Guiding Theme

	xDifferentiated Instruction/RTI

· Integrated, Real-Life Experiences

· Acquisition of 21st Century Skills

· Deepening Teacher Content Knowledge

· Improving School Climate/Culture

· Teaching the “Whole Student”
· Other (explain) _______________________________________________________


Inquiry Question


	How do we improve the mathematical achievement of African American/Black students 

  in order to to close the achievement gap?




Process 
	Identified, organized and studied a variety of data sources: MCAS, SAT, high school course level and grade.
Researched racially based achievement gaps.

Developed and administered a student survey around mathematics.

Analyzed data generated by the survey
Discussed next steps




Findings 
	In Belmont Public Schools there is an Achievement Gap in mathematics between the African American/Black students and the aggregate student population.
More than 50% of the African American/Black student population resides in Belmont.

 Neighboring towns with similar population have less of a gap
Survey response was low, questions that showed the largest difference in response:
                     Question                                                All Students             African Amer/Black Students

What I’m learning in Math is important for my future
76.2%
62.5%
My grades in Math are as good or better than my grades in other classes
81.5%
62.5%
I have a positive relationship with my Math teacher
59.0%
50.0%



Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Administrative Level:

· Directors and Principals to Extend Conversations

· Talk with Neighbors-what are other similar districts doing to close gap
· Educate teachers about the Problem: 


     -Department and Building Meetings


     -Form Book Group-

 -Get Research into the

           Teachers Hands-bibliography of references posted to Edline or shared folder
Put Research into practice, research shows:
· Increase Student Engagement

· Strengthen Student Self-Efficacy 

                (“I can do this task”) - Goal Setting - Self Improvement

· Build a Positive Classroom

· Help Students Prioritize Mental Effort

· Know Your Students-Develop Relationships Around Student Performance

(Boykin and Noguera, 2011)

Action Steps:

Early Intervention- 

· Using Assessing Math Concepts(K-2 program) and other data to inform and Implement RTI

Connect with Parents

· Develop Relationships with Parents and Students Around Academics

· Work with Parents To Build Self Efficacy Skills in Students

Create African American Student Focus Group to better understand BPS experience for African American/Black students in order to address our goal of meeting the needs of all learners.



[image: image1.emf] 


