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Smarter Balanced Assessments 

Aligned with California’s standards for English language arts/literacy (ELA) 
and mathematics.

Reflect the critical thinking and problem solving skills that students will need 
to be ready for college and the 21st century job market.

Taken on a computer and are adaptive, questions become more or less 
difficult based on how the student performs. 

Provide many more supports for students who need them, including 
students learning English and students with disabilities.

Require students to :

Explain how they solve problems

Think critically

Write analytically
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Standards set 
expectations 

on path to 
college- and 

career-
readiness

All students 
graduate 
college-

and career-
ready 

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools to improve 

teaching and 
learning

Interim assessments 
Flexible, open, and used 
for actionable feedback

Summative assessments 
benchmarked to college and 

career readiness
(Grades 3–8 and Grade 11)

Digital Library 
Formative assessment 

tools and practices
for teachers to improve 

instruction

A Balanced Assessment System

Ed Code 60604-60618



• Scale scores

• Achievement levels
– not met, nearly met, met, 

exceeded

• Claim levels
– below, near, above

• Target scores
– worse, similar, better

– insufficient information

Available Summative Assessment 
Scores



Achievement Level Descriptors
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Demonstrates 

advanced 

progress toward 
mastery.

Standard Exceeded

Standard Met

Demonstrates 

progress toward 
mastery.

Standard 

Nearly Met

May require further 

development for 
success in future 

coursework.

Standard 

Not Met

Needs substantial 

improvement for 
success in future 

coursework.

Find more information about Achievement Level Descriptors on the CDE Smarter 

Balanced Assessment System Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp.
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Claim Results
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Reading

Writing

Speaking 

and Listening

Research

/Inquiry

Within English 

Language 

Arts/Literacy:
Within 

Mathematics:

Problem 

Solving & 

Data Analysis

Concepts & 

Procedures

Communicating 

Reasoning
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English Language Arts/Literacy Claim #1

Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a 
range of increasingly complex literary and informational texts. 

Claims are broad, evidence-based statements about what 

students know and can do as demonstrated by their 

performance on the assessments. For example:

Claim Scores: Example of a Claim



• Reported at an individual and aggregate level

• Reported for all claims in ELA and mathematics

Use of Claim Scores



• Assessment targets connect the content standards 

to evidence that will be collected from the 

assessment. 

• Targets map the  state standards onto assessment 

evidence that is required to support the content 

categories and claims. 

• Targets are used to guide the development of items 

and tasks that will measure the state standards. 

Assessment Targets



• Reported at an aggregate level relative to group performance

• Reported for all claims in ELA, but only for 
Claim 1 in mathematics

• Only targets with 10 or more items in the item pool for a grade are 
included in target reports

Target Scores

http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/pdfs/CAASPP.target-report-FAQs.2016.pdf



Target 1

Key Details:
Identify explicit textual evidence to support 
inferences made or conclusions drawn. 

Example of an Assessment Target
(Grade 7 ELA Claim 1 Example)



Use of Summative Report

Results from the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments 

provide one piece of information about a student’s academic 

performance that can:

Help facilitate conversations between parents/guardians and 

teachers about student performance.

Serve as a tool to help parents/guardians and teachers work 

together to improve student learning.

Help schools and school districts identify strengths and areas 

that need improvement in their educational programs.

Provide the public and policymakers with information about 

student achievement.
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District Results
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English Language Arts
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English Language Arts Claims
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Mathematics
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Mathematics Claims
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District, State and County 
Comparisons
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English Language Arts
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Mathematics
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Data Disaggregated by Ethnicity
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English Language Arts – African American
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Achievement Levels
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English Language Arts- Asian
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Asian
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English Language Arts- Filipino
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Filipino

27



English Language Arts- Hispanic
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Hispanic
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English Language Arts- White
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White
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English Language Arts- Two or More Races
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Two or more
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Math- African American
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Achievement Levels- African American- Math
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Math - Asian
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Achievement Levels- Asian- Math
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Math- Filipino
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Achievement Levels- Filipino-Math
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Math- Hispanic
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Achievement Levels-Hispanic- Math
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Math- White
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Achievement Levels-Math-White
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Math- Two or More Races
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Achievement Levels-Math- 2 or More Races
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Disaggregated Data by Language Fluency
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English Language Arts – English Learner
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Achievement Levels- English Learner - ELA
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English Language Arts- RFEP
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Achievement Levels- RFEP- ELA
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Math- English Learner
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Achievement Levels- English Learner- Math
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Math- RFEP
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Achievement Levels- RFEP- Math
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Data Disaggregated by Gender
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English Language Arts- Female
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Achievement Levels- Female- ELA
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English Language Arts- Male
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Achievement Levels- Male- ELA
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Math - Female
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Achievement Levels- Female- Math
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Math- Male
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Achievement Levels- Male- Math
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Data Disaggregated by Disability Status
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English Language Arts- No Reported Disability
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English Language Arts- Reported Disability
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Math- No Reported Disability
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Achievement Levels- No Disability- Math
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Math- Reported Disability
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Achievement Levels- Reported Disability-Math
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Data disaggregated by economic status
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English Language Arts-Not Economically Disadvantaged
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Achievement Levels- Not Economically Disadvantaged
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English Language Arts- Economically Disadvantaged
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Achievement Levels- Economically Disadvantanged
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Math- Not Economically Disadvantaged
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Achievement Levels- Not Economically Disadvantaged
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Math-Economically Disadvantaged
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Achievement Levels- Economically Disadvantaged
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Site Data
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Anaverde- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels – Anaverde Hills - ELA
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Anaverde- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Anaverde Hills- Math
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Cottonwood- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Cottonwood - ELA
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Cottonwood- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Cottonwood-Math
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Del Sur- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Del Sur- ELA
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Del Sur- Mathematics
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Esperanza- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Esperanza- ELA
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Esperanza- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels-Esperanza- Math
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Gregg Anderson English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Gregg Anderson- ELA
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Achievement Levels- Gregg Anderson- Math
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Hillview- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Hillview- ELA
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Hillview-Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Hillview- Math
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Joe Walker- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Joe Walker- ELA
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Joe Walker- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Joe Walker- Math
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Leona Valley- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Leona Valley - ELA
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Leona Valley- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Leona Valley- Math
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Quartz Hill- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Quartz Hill- ELA
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Quartz Hill- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Quartz Hill- Math
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Rancho Vista- English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Rancho Vista- ELA
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Rancho Vista- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Rancho Vista- Math
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Sundown English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Sundown- ELA
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Sundown-Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Sundown-Math
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Valley View-English Language Arts
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Achievement Levels- Valley View -ELA
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Valley View- Mathematics
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Achievement Levels- Valley View- Math
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Statewide Summative Assessment Data

• Provide a general raise many questions, allowing 
reflection on context and practice

• Provide an entry point into a collaborative, honest 
conversation



Patterns and Trends

• Achievement levels mirror state and county

• Comparison of ELA scores show growth as grade level increases

• Disparities between student groups persist
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Points to Consider

• Implementation of new curriculum

• Transition to Next Generation Science Standards

• Impact of educational technology

• Support of new staff members
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Next Steps

• Identify programmatic strengths and areas for improvement

• Identify disparities between student groups, grade levels, across sites

• Continue to build staff capacity to use formative and summative 
assessment data strategically

• Align CAASPP data with other metrics (qualitative and quantitative)

• Re-visit, re-evaluate LCAP goals, activities, services
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http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/
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