	"A Parent's Guide to Math Recovery"
This information is from the Math Recovery Council.
What is Math Recovery?

Math Recovery is a program designed to help insure that all students will be successful in mathematics. We know that when students first begin school there are already vast differences in their number knowledge. Some students have not acquired the informal background knowledge needed to be successful in the more formal school mathematics.
If a student is not successful early in the school experience, negative feelings toward mathematics and a lack of self-confidence can emerge. Over time, as the knowledge gap widens, finding success becomes even more difficult. 
The aim of Math Recovery is to provide these students with assistance before they experience too much failure. The goal is to help these students advance to the level at which they can successfully learn with their peers.
Number and number relationships that seem obvious to adults may not seem so for children. Children's understandings can vary greatly from the adult's knowledge. The development of this knowledge does not come from telling, but rather through the child's personal construction of the knowledge. Children must have personal experiences to learn and relate various forms of number.
Math Recovery has its focus in the number operation and concept strand of mathematics and its emphasis on assessment and intervention. The instructional strategies include the following key topic:
· Forward and Backward Number Word Sequences 
1. verbal ability with number words 

2. counting forward and backward 

3. counting on or back from a given number 

4. skip counting (counting by 2's, 5's, and 10's) 

· Numeral Identification 

1. Reading numerals 

2. Writing numerals 

· Patterning and Partitioning 

1. Recognizing and using spatial patterns (such as dice, dominos, and finger patterns) 

2. Relating quantity to numerals and verbal counting words 

· Addition and Subtraction 

1. Focusing on concepts and the development of strategies rather than mere memorization of number facts 

· Tens and Ones 

1. Beginnings and basics of the place value system with knowledge of two digit numerals as related to quantity. 
These early arithmetical concepts are the foundation for all future mathematics and learning in mathematics. As Math Recovery students work one-on-one with the trained Math Recovery teacher, they gain confidence in their own abilities. This confidence helps them find success not only in mathematics, but also in all curriculum areas. 
What will my child do in Math Recovery?
A specially trained teacher meets one-on-one with each Math Recovery student 30 minutes daily, for 10-15 weeks. The Math Recovery teacher develops individualized plans based on the needs of each student. Instructional settings are created and presented to the student. These tasks are meant to provide a true challenge for the student but remain within their capabilities. Student growth occurs when they are working at the cutting edge of their knowledge.
All teaching sessions are videotaped. The purpose of this is to allow the teacher to closely study the student's strategies and mathematical thinking for planning future instruction. The videotapes are viewed only by Math Recovery teachers and are used only for deeper understanding of ways to assist the student.
What can we do at home?
Mathematics at home does not need to be formal pencil/paper instruction. You can support the instruction taking place in Math Recovery, and in the classroom, through playing games and by talking about mathematics in day -to-day events.
Playing games with your child involving numbers, dice, and counting provides for important experiences in making sense of mathematics. There are lots of opportunities around us for counting, reading numbers, comparing numbers, comparing quantities, adding and subtracting, and simply talking about mathematics. These opportunities occur while at home, driving in the car, shopping, taking a walk...just about everywhere.
Encouraging your child to explain how they arrived at their answer can provide great information into their way of thinking. Try to present a new opportunity for the child to correct the mathematical strategy rather than scolding and saying, "That's wrong."
A strong partnership between school and home will have a positive impact on your child's educational experience. 
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	"Live as if your were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever."
- Gandhi


 

 

 

 

 

 

