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Chapter 1 Sentence/Dialogue Practice


Grammar Focus:

SVO: Subject Verb Object sentences are frequently used in English and ASL.  You may use this format in ASL if the sentence has only a Subject Verb and Object.

Topic/Comment: English does not usually follow a topic/comment structure.  In ASL the topic is signed first with the eyebrows raised and the comment is signed second.  The NMS for the comment should match the intended emotion.

Yes/No Question: Questions that require a yes/no response.  You must give a full sentence response—there are no one word responses in ASL.  The order of the signs is variable, tilt the head forward and eyebrows are raised for the whole question.  

Wh Question: A WH question is an information seeking question and requires the NMS of eyebrows down.  WH question words are words like WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, WHICH, HOW, etc.  It follows a topic/comment format.  The question word is signed at the end with eyebrows down and head slightly tilted.  

Negation: Adding the sign NO, NOT or NONE or a negative incorporation of a sign to make a sentence negative.  You can also just use the NMS shaking your head.

Instructions: Gloss all the sentences below on notebook paper with your teacher. Label all the rules above as you gloss.

1. Hold on. Let me introduce you to my friend, her name is Sam. We go to school together.

2. I was absent from ASL class this morning. I was sick. Now I’m confused.
3. I sign slowly. I think my signing is so-so. Can you understand my sign language?
4. When you sign blank face I don’t understand. When you sign with facial expressions I can understand.
5. Today you are tired and bored. Yesterday you were busy all afternoon doing homework.

6. At night I do the same old thing. 
7. I didn’t understand a thing you signed. (nothing) 
8. My favorite movie is ____________, 
9. I’m sleepy so I’m going to bed.
10. Please turn off your voice. 
11. She can’t hear. She is deaf. 
12. Hello. What’s up? We are excited to meet and practice ASL, but we need to pay attention.

13. He doesn’t like being scared, 
14. I don’t mind.
15. My friend is hard of hearing so I tap her shoulder to get her to look at me.

16. I need to go to the bathroom again but I don’t know where it is. 
17. I want to know good, nice people 
18. I’m happy.     

19. See you tomorrow. Take care. Goodbye.
20. I know the homework is due today, 

21. I am hearing but I like to learn sign language.

22. You have no eye contact. 
23. Are you sad or mad?

24. You want to go to a movie;  I can’t. 

25. Last night I was sick; now I’m fine.
26. Yes, I can go on vacation.

