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THE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH: By Edgar Allan Poe
Analyzing Literature Worksheet: Understanding Allegory
An allegory is a story that uses symbols throughout to teach a lesson.  Symbols can be characters, objects or events that represent something else.  Complete the following chart.  Explain what you think each symbol in “The Masque of the Red Death” represents and how it helps teach the lesson of the story.
	Symbol


	What it represents
	Imagery
	How it helps the reader understand the passage

	1. the masked visitor


	
	
	

	2. the black chamber


	
	
	

	3. the music


	
	
	

	4. the tripods with the flames


	
	
	

	5. the clock


	
	
	


6. In paragraph five, identify an example of personification. Why might Poe use personification to describe this item—what impact might it have on the story or on the reader?
7. In paragraph five, describe what happens when the clock chimes at the top of each hour and what happens after it quits chiming. Why might the partiers/revelers react this way to the clock? 
8. Using the details in paragraph seven, what kind of masked ball is this? What mood does this evoke in the reader based on how people are dressed?

9. Describe the imagery Poe uses to create suspense in paragraph thirteen. 

10. What happens to the Prince and his guests at the end of the story? Where did these events take place in the house?

11. Identify the use of a simile in the final paragraph of the story. Interpret its meaning in the context of the story. 

12. In the end, Prince Prospero’s demise is ironic. Why is this so, and how do you know?

13. What theme(s) can we determine from Poe's Masque of the Red Death?
14. What is Poe's tone in Masque of the Red Death? Cite examples from the text to support your answer.

