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UPCOMING DATES 
 
 
March 15th  
End of 3rd Quarter  
 
 
 
 
March 16th  
No School—Teacher In-
Service  
 
 
 
 
 
March 17th  
No School—Teacher 
Workday  
 
 
 
 
 
SPRING BREAK  
March 20th-24th  

 
  
 
 

   A Message from Principal Dan Bollinger  
PHS Families,  

As we start into the month of March, the end of 3rd quarter is just around the 
corner. Fourth quarter begins March 27th. Before we know it, this last quarter 
will be gone, too.   

As I look at our testing calendar for the 4th quarter this year, please keep in 
mind that these test scores are used to help us make improvements in our 
school and to help students show proficiency for graduation in reading, writing, 
and math. I strongly encourage you to emphasize to your students the im-
portance of doing their best on their tests. The testing schedule is included in 
the newsletter as well as the school website. I encourage you to review the 
schedule as there are days when only certain grade levels are expected to at-
tend. Since proficiency on a state test is a graduation requirement, similar to 
credits earned, students need to attempt proficiency by testing their 9th, 10th 
and 11th grade years in order to be eligible for the next level badge in our tiered 
badge-privileges system. 

Our counselors are planning for next year. All 9th – 11th grade students will soon 
be completing their schedules for next year. As you work with your students to 
plan their schedule, encourage them to challenge themselves in preparation for 
their post-secondary plans.     

Before I write in the newsletter, I often read what I wrote last year. I spoke 
of officiating the state wrestling tournament and often hear, “Deduct 1 team 
point from a team for unsportsmanlike conduct” out of the loudspeaker. In life, 
we receive bad calls and have to be able to learn to work through it. I will al-
ways pose the question, what is the purpose of athletics in high school? If we 
can’t agree that it is to prepare them for their future and to help guide our stu-
dents to be better employees, we are missing the whole purpose of high school. 
Their future is very rarely for a professional career in athletics. So what pur-
pose does it hold?  It is meant to help them learn how to push through the dif-
ficult times, build sportsmanship, win or lose, pushing through those tough prac-
tices, adjusting what you do when something is not working, getting benched for 
messing up, then performing when you go back in, and overcoming those bad 
calls!  Within the walls of Palisade High School, we run a mini society that I feel 
is much more protected. I have had many conversations with parents regarding 
school situations of another student “picking on their child”, or a teacher that 
your child does not “get along with”.  Again, this is an opportunity for you, along-
side us, to coach your child through these situations. They need to learn to han-
dle them. As they get older, the situations don’t go away, sometimes they inten-
sify. They have to navigate a co-worker “being mean” or a boss that they “don’t 
get along with”. This is for your child to learn to navigate and work through, 
with your coaching-- don’t miss the opportunity to grow your child! 

Dan 
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Upcoming Testing Information 
All freshmen-juniors will be taking the Statewide assessments in April.  Please avoid making appoint-
ments for your students on their testing days.  Detailed information will be sent separately as we near 
testing time!   

Wednesday, April 12th      9th-PSAT (Pre SAT-test)      &      11th-SAT      

Thursday, April 13th         10th-PSAT (Pre SAT-test)      &      11th-CMAS 

ASVAB optional test at Central High School March 16th  

 

SENIOR FAMILIES 

If your student is planning to attend college next year, you will need to help him or her fill out the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA.gov).  It is important to complete the FAFSA as soon as you can, as col-
lege aid monies are limited.  Make sure you go to the correct website, www.FAFSA.gov  and NOT 
www.FAFSA.com .  Filling out the FAFSA is free!  Also, make sure you select that correct college semester: 
Fall 2023.  You will need your 2021 tax forms in order to complete the FAFSA. 

 

ASCENT 5th Year Program  The District has extended the ASCENT deadline from March 1st to March 28th!  

 Counselors are following up with individual students, but please do reach out to your counselor with any 
questions!  Invites have been sent to seniors (and their families) who potentially qualify for the ASCENT 5th 
year program to find out more about this great opportunity to further their learning while having the State 
of Colorado cover tuition costs for the first year of college!   

In order to qualify, students must complete nine college credit hours by the end of their senior year and 
meet GPA and test score requirements.   

Those who meet these requirements are able to attend CMU as a “5th year senior”, and the State covers the 
cost of tuition.  Students are able to walk with their class at graduation in May, however they earn their offi-
cial diploma at the end of their ASCENT year in May 2024.   

 

Counselor’s Corner  

http://www.FAFSA.gov
http://www.FAFSA.com
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Scholarship Brochure 

Seniors, please bring a copy of any scholarships awarded or offered from ALL colleges (even if you do not 
plan to attend that school) to the counseling office before the April 21st deadline. 

 

Spring Financial Aid Workshop-Thursday, March 3rd  6-8 PM at CMU, Dominguez Hall 

CMU is hosting a FAFSA completion workshop and information night for all D51 seniors and their families.  
Families are invited to complete their FAFSA, ask questions about next steps such as verification, under-
standing financial aid, and accepting financial aid.  Families are welcome to stop in anytime between 6-8 pm!   
Food and beverages are provided. 

 

Concurrent Enrollment at CMU/WCCC for Fall 2023 March 29 @ 11:15 in the PHS Library 

Wednesday, March 29th we will be visiting with students interested in taking concurrent classes at CMU or 
WCCC in the fall.  Students need to let their counselor know they are interested in the program, and we will 
include them on the interest list.  We will visit with students March 29th about the process, qualifications, 
and details!   

Concurrent enrollment is a great way for students to take challenging courses and earn college and high 
school credit, all while having their tuition covered by the District!       

NHS ANNOUCMENT FOR SENIORS  
 

If you are wanting to receive the Service Learning Cord,  you will 
need to turn in the paperwork by March 15th, 2023.  
 Paperwork can be found on the PHS Homepage! 

Once there, go to Student Handbook—> General Info—> Service Learning Cord  
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The Booster Club meetings will be the 2nd Tuesday of each month in 

the Library at PHS 6pm-7pm Anyone interested in learning about 

Booster Club, who we are, and what we do as well as upcoming 

events & volunteer needs can join.  

 

Parents, student and faculty can also reach Booster Club members 

by emailing palisadebooster@gmail.com with any  

questions, concerns or comments.   

 

Information from the PHS Booster Club  

mailto:palisadebooster@gmail.com
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Are you interested in advertising in our newsletter? 
 

It goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families as well as  

to some of our Palisade Community members! 

Call 254-4800 ext. 25247 for pricing and more  

information today!  
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