Writing about Literature

LA 1

Glassband/Gasper

When responding to literature through writing, you should think about the elements of the piece:

What are the attributes of the main character?

How does the setting affect the story?

What is the story’s central conflict?

What is the main theme or central idea?

For the summer reading essay, your prompt may reflect any one of those ideas.  For example, if you were writing an essay on Big Mouth, Ugly Girl, the following prompts are potential questions for an essay about that book:
1. How do Matt and Ursula change through the course of the novel?

2. In what ways are the people of Rocky River victims of their society?

3. What does the novel tell us about the danger of rumors?

4. In what way is Big Mouth, Ugly Girl a “coming of age” novel?

So, what do you do next?  You prepare to respond to ONE particular question with sufficient evidence from the novel.

What you MUST include:

1. An introduction which is one paragraph and contains three things:

a. The author and title of the story – your readers need to know what you’re writing about.  Tell them in the first sentence, e.g. 

“In Joyce Carol Oates’s Big Mouth, Ugly Girl, the two main characters go through a great deal of changes.

b. A brief summary of the story – just enough to help the reader

prepare for the rest of your essay

               c.  The thesis statement – this should be the last sentence of your 

introduction and should represent your essay’s main idea, e.g. 
“Throughout the course of the novel, Matt and Ursula let down their guard and become their true selves.”

2. The body, which is where you include all of your “evidence.”  These are specific details from the text that prove your thesis.  When possible, include direct quotations.

3. The conclusion, which is where you bring your ideas together and reinforce your thesis statement.  

What you should NEVER include:

1. “The book I read this summer was…” (Don’t even think about it!)

2. “This was the best book ever and I would recommend it to anyone.”

3. A PLOT SUMMARY

4. Every single possible detail in order to convince my teacher that I did, indeed, read the book.

*** Length doesn’t matter; what does matter is that your essay includes no fewer than four paragraphs:  one intro, AT LEAST two body paragraphs, and one concluding paragraph. Often, the prompt you are given will suggest how many details should be included in your essay, and thus, how many paragraphs you will need.

*** The thesis statement controls your entire essay.  Every sentence in your paper should relate to your thesis.  If you have included any details which stray from your thesis, get rid of them!
*** Your summer reading essay is timed; therefore, you may not have the opportunity to revise appropriately.  You should plan your essay, so you can produce one acceptable draft.  We will grade somewhat leniently because of this.

***Write your literary essay in present tense!!

