College Preparatory 10 Honors:  Course Syllabus 

Mrs. Michelle O’Brien

E-mail:  mobrien@hershey.k12.pa.us   School Phone:  531-2244 (ext. 1119)

Website: http://hershey.k12.pa.us/560820731143034243/default.asp
OR: go to District homepage (http://www.hershey.k12.pa.us), click on High School homepage (under Schools), click on Teacher Websites, click on Michelle O’Brien

“This course is designed for those who have shown proficiency in the use of the English language and who read with facility. Students who elect to pursue the Honors curriculum must complete one assigned literary work over the summer. Students should read closely and for comprehension, not just for pleasure. This work will be assessed  . . . upon return to school in August and will count as a first marking period grade. The course includes a more advanced study of grammar fundamentals and composition. Composition skills are developed through the writing process method and awareness of audience. Writing experiences may include journals, essays, poetry, stories, and do include a research paper. Since the literature component of this class covers the British Literature course, these honor students will not be eligible to take British Literature Survey during their junior or senior years.” Educational Planning Guide (Hershey High School, 2009-2010).

Texts:  

Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes: British Literature.  (Prentice Hall, 2002/2005). 

       Various novels and plays.

Grammar, Usage, and Writing:  Writing and Grammar:  Communication in Action.  Platinum Level.  

(Prentice Hall, 2002).  

Vocabulary:  Vocabulary Workshop.  (2005).

Required and Recommended Materials:

· English Notebook:  Required. A separate English notebook is required for this course.  It must be a three ring binder, kept separate from any other class.  It will fill over the course of the year, so I suggest 1 1/2 inch binder.  Spiral notebooks and paper folders are unacceptable for use for this requirement and will not be accepted for grading.  The notebook should be divided into the following sections: reference, literature, vocabulary, grammar, writing, DLP/journal, and objectives.  Other sections may be added if the need arises.  This notebook should be brought to class everyday, should be kept organized, and will be evaluated each marking period.

· Book Covers: Required. They may be store bought or homemade. Please avoid self-adhesive covers.
· Writing Utensils: Required.

· Notebook Paper: Required.

· Colored Highlighters: Recommended.
Weighted Course Grade Calculation:  





Tests/Types 3-5 Writing Assignments/Projects: 



50%





Quizzes (including Type 2 writing):




25%





Vocabulary assessments, reading checks, cooperative learning

15%





Homework/independent classwork (including Type 1 writing):

10%

Literature: 
Literature will be studied by examining period pieces in the context of culture and historical influences.  Genres will include nonfiction, short story, drama, poetry, and novel.  You should be prepared to read extensively outside of class and come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings.

Vocabulary:  
Formal, independent vocabulary study will be emphasized through the use of Vocabulary Workshop. Homework assignments, which will be checked but not counted for points, will be assigned to prepare students for unit and multi-unit assessments. 

Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 
This aspect of English will be studied both in formal units and in conjunction with writing.  Emphasis will be placed upon recognizing word units (such as phrases, clauses and sentence structures).  The history of English language usage will also be examined. Evidence of learning will be assessed in student writing in addition to traditional tests and quizzes.

Composition:  
Composition study will be taught through the Collins writing model and the process style of writing.  A variety of writing assignments will include essays, essay examinations, reader response and other types of journal entries, letters, and research paper format and documentation.  Peer review, self-editing, deep revision, and conferencing will also be part of composition study.

Participation: 

      Because this is an honors level course for students who have previously demonstrated a facility in grasping English concepts, this course will move at an accelerated pace. This pace will require you to come to class prepared, specifically pertaining to literature. With each new body of work, you will be required to read the majority of it outside of class by a specified due date. In order to get credit for completing the reading assignment, you must be able to demonstrate that you have read and comprehend the text. You will be provided with various opportunities to demonstrate your understanding of the required reading. 

Verbal Discussions: 

       During an in-class discussion, your objective is to convey that you have not only read an assignment, but also that you understand the assignment and are able to communicate your understanding in terms of an analytical discussion. This discussion should not be descriptive (personal opinions of like/dislike or summary of text), but rather should portray your interpretation of the text (analysis supported with quotations and details from the text).
Preliminary Remarks: 
Much of what is presented will be new to most of you, and many of the readings reflect assumptions and ideas that appear strange to a 21st-century audience. For these reasons, several remarks are in order.

1) Honors English 10 is a READING-INTENSIVE COURSE. The material covered is unfamiliar, complex and challenging, and the pace brisk. One week or another there will probably be a topic/author which you find difficult or simply do not enjoy. If and when this occurs, remember that we will soon move on to something else! Because Honors English 10 is a survey, you are not expected to master the material presented in the depth you would in a college-level course with a narrower focus.  So while you will need to keep up with the readings and should read carefully (using notes, double entry journals, study guides), don't torture yourself if the details of a given text prove difficult to grasp. We are looking for the broad picture, not the close-up; the idea is to provide you with a sense of the way in which English literature -- and English perceptions of what literature is -- evolved during the course of the Anglo-Saxon period to the 21st Century. Readings will be considered as contextual evidence reflecting the "world view" of the author and period when they were written.

2) Because literary production in the Great Britain was largely controlled by the (Catholic) Church, many of the readings deal with Christian themes. We will approach these readings as cultural artifacts rather than as articles of faith, attempting to understand the society which produced them and the world view which they represent. While students familiar with portions of the Old and New Testaments may find this background useful, no prior knowledge of Judeo-Christian tradition is assumed or required. If something puzzles you, try the following (in this order!): a) check the footnotes and/or introduction to see if an explanation is provided; b) consult a dictionary or encyclopedia; and c) ask about it in class. (Chances are, someone else is just as puzzled as you are!)

3) Due to the time constraints under which we will be working, classes will focus on interpretation rather than description. Familiarity with the assigned readings (both background information and primary texts) will be assumed. Readings will NOT be summarized for you in class (which ideally should involve discussion as well as lecture). For these reasons, the success of the course depends largely on you. Please make a personal commitment to come to class regularly, punctually, and prepared. Without these preconditions, Honors English 10 will be of little or no use to you -- and no fun for any of us! SO: be prepared for an intense year. But also remember: Honors English 10 SHOULD be -- and usually is -- a lot of fun!

Date due with all signatures:   ____Tuesday, September 8, 2009_______

I have read the course syllabus and the classroom procedures and expectations for Ms. O’Brien’s class.  I have especially closely examined and understand the English Department’s Late Work Policies, Make Up Policies, the Early Dismissal/Late Arrival Policies and Academic Integrity Policies.  I understand what is expected of me and the consequences of not following the classroom procedures described here.

_____________________________

Student Name (please print)

______________________________                                      ________________

Student Signature                                                                              Date

I have read and understand the classroom expectations for Mrs. O’Brien’s class, including the consequences for my student if he/she does not comply. I have especially closely examined and understand the English Department’s Late Work Policies, Make Up Policies, and the Early Dismissal/Late Arrival Policies.
_______________________________                                    ________________

Parent Signature                                                                                Date

