Holocaust & Genocide Literature
Instructor Information












Instructor:




Mrs. Carrie McCallum

Academic Degrees & Certificates:

Bachelor of Arts in English, Southern Oregon University
Master of Arts in Teaching, Southern Oregon University

Master’s Certificate in Holocaust & Genocide Studies, 
Georgetown University
Location:




St. Helens High School, Room B-32

Work Phone:




(503)366-7468

Work Email:




carriem@sthelens.k12.or.us
Teacher Website:



https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us//Domain/176
Work Hours:




8:00am-4:00pm

Course Description












In this interdisciplinary course, students will examine the Holocaust in an intense study of literature related to the time period and supplemented by primary sources, photographic images, newspapers, film, music and art. Students will explore the underlying causes of the Holocaust, view clips of and read personal memoirs and testimonies of those who experienced this period in history, and research topics ranging from prewar Jewish life to liberation. They will also study other genocides of the 20th Century such as Darfur, Cambodia, Bosnia and/or Rwanda in order to evaluate genocide in its larger context. In addition, students will examine how the concepts of tolerance and acceptance relate to students in high school and how the lack of tolerance and acceptance can lead to harassment, bullying, and hate crimes.
Course Objectives and Standards










This course is aligned with the Common Core Assessment standards for English Language Arts and History. The specific standards to be covered and assessed are listed in the space below.
	Describe various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them.
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.

Read and comprehend literary nonfiction proficiently..

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.



Course Grading and Assessment Plan









Assessments: 90% of Course Grade

Students will be assessed on each of the identified standards listed previously to gauge their proficiency.  Proficiency is demonstrated on multiple assessments. These assessments will vary and may take the form of projects, essays, class discussions, speeches, or other assignments.  Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their level of proficiency for each standard.  If a paper is submitted late, no written teacher comments will be given and the chance to revise may be forfeited.

Practice: 10% of Course Grade

In order to master most any skill in life, practice is necessary.  Practice will be assigned in the course; these activities are designed to help build student understanding and provide practice of concepts and skills necessary to pass assessments.  These assignments will be assessed on completion and/or the quality of completion. 

Grading Scale
Grades are cumulative for the semester and do not reset after each nine week grading period. Proficiency on the standards will be assigned a point total using the following scale (1-4):




1 (40%) 
Not Proficient




2 (60%)
Working Toward Proficiency




3 (80%)
Proficient




4 (100%)
Advanced Proficiency
Assignments are always to be turned in on time and may be typed or handwritten in pencil or blue or black ink.  Put your full name on all assignments.  Papers with no names on them will be automatically recycled!  Assignments should be turned in to the appropriate basket next to my desk.  You may pick up your graded assignments from the black trays in the front left corner of the room.  If they are not picked up by the end of the grading period, they will be placed in the recycling.  
Late work/Retakes and Revisions
While it is important that students complete their practice work on time so that they can build their skills, there will not be an academic penalty for turning this work in late.  All late work, however, must be completed prior to scheduling a retake on a given standard and before the end of the current 9-week grading period. No late practice work will be accepted during the last 10 days of the semester.  Students are expected to take the course assessments on the day they are given.  If a student is absent on the day an assessment is given in class, he or she will be responsible for arranging an appropriate time to take the assessment with the teacher.  If a student wishes to retake an assessment or revise a paper, all qualifiers or practice work for that standard must be turned in before the retake or revision will be granted. Students who fail to meet major paper deadlines may lose the chance to revise their paper for a better score.  Assessments turned in after the due date will not be available for teacher comment or revision but will still be assessed. 
Make-Up Work

The school’s make-up work policy will be followed in this course. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details.

Grade Updates

Parents and students can expect updated grades to be available online approximately every two weeks. Major papers and projects may take longer to assess. 
Conferences

Any questions or concerns about the class should be directed to the teacher. Students are also encouraged to seek out the teacher for help on assignments, when needed, and may come in before school, after school, or during Academic Achievement period to receive assistance.  Note: Please let me know, whenever possible, if and when you will be coming in to see me.

Final Assessment

A final assessment will be administered to students at the end of the semester and will be included in the Assessment category of student grades.

Course Materials













· Literature: Students will be exposed to various novels, short stories, and memoirs related to the Holocaust and genocide, including but not limited to Night, In the Shadow of Death, The Sunflower, From a Name to a Number, Tapestry of Hope, In My Hands, We Are Witnesses, Hitler Youth, and All But My Life.  These works will be used in whole or in part along with newspaper and magazine articles, primary source documents, and official reports.  
· Independent reading: Each student will be responsible for reading one book related to the Holocaust and/or genocide each nine weeks and will complete a project related to the book.  Books read will be determined by each individual student and must to be cleared with the teacher at least two weeks prior to the end of the quarter. Many selections are available in the classroom and the library and a list will be provided to students who have a desire to read about a specific topic.  Students must choose books that are appropriate for their reading level and needs and are encouraged to discuss selections with their parents/guardians and teacher.  Students are responsible for bringing a free reading book to class each day for independent, silent reading time.  If a student does not bring a book to class, he or she will have to choose a book from the collection available in the classroom.  This time is for reading only, not homework or talking.
· Journal:  For this class, you will be required to purchase/bring in a spiral bound college ruled notebook.  This notebook will be used only for this class and will be left in the classroom in a drawer at all times.  It will be used for journal writing. Writings must be dated and will be graded at least once each quarter.

· Films: Students will be watching all or part of several documentaries and movies that relate to topics and selections we will be reading in class.  Films include but are not limited to: The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, One Survivor Remembers, Freedom Writers, Into the Arms of Strangers, The Last Days, Sometimes in April, Darfur Now, Innocence in an Age of Infamy, and Defiance.
Classroom Conduct and Expectations










Students will:
· Show respect for themselves, each other, and the classroom through their actions and words. Students will not swear or use putdowns or derogatory comments about race, gender, physical appearance, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or ability levels. This language creates a climate that is not conducive to learning and will not be tolerated. 
· Arrive prepared to class with all of their materials and be ready to work from bell to bell.

· Complete the current assigned task before doing anything else (such as talking to a neighbor or working on assignments for other classes).

· Work diligently to complete assignments and ask for help when they need assistance.
· Keep all electronic devices off and out of sight during class, in order to avoid being distracted or the possibility of having items stolen or confiscated.  See the student handbook for further information.
· Obtain written consent from the teacher if a need to leave the classroom arises. 
*Any violations of the above expectations will result in a reflection form, a detention or a referral to the office.  I reserve the right, as your teacher, to make changes if I see a problem arise.  See the student handbook for further information on behavior expectations and consequences.
Dear Parent or Guardian,

    I would like to welcome you and your student to Holocaust, Genocide and Tolerance Literature.  This specialized elective class is an in-depth study of the Holocaust and other genocides through literature supplemented by a study of primary sources, newspapers, photographic images, and films.  Students will explore the underlying causes of the Holocaust and other twentieth century genocides and will read personal memoirs and testimonies written by those who experienced those events.  It is my hope that this class will challenge your student and expose them to events and ideas that they may have only briefly studied previously.  During this class, students may read descriptions of or see images of events that may disturb them or which are of a graphic nature.  Please encourage your student to talk to me if he or she is disturbed by anything we study in this class.  

    In the hopes of encouraging open communication between you and myself, I would appreciate it if you would provide an email address and phone number where I can reach you.  Email is the easiest way to communicate with me about your student because all grading and attendance information is readily available when I need to relay information to you.  I have included my email address below and hope you will use it if you need to get in touch with me.   

    Please read the attached expectations and procedures, sign this paper, and have your student return the slip to me.  If you have a special concern, you can contact me at the high school, 366-7468, or you can email me at the following address: carriem@sthelens.k12.or.us   Thank you.

Carrie McCallum

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the attached rules and procedures for Holocaust, Genocide, and Tolerance Literature and understand the course requirements, policies, and expectations.
Student Name:__________________________________________________________________
Student Signature:_______________________________________________________________

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the attached rules and procedures for Holocaust, Genocide, and Tolerance Literature and understand the course requirements, policies, and expectations.

Parent Name:___________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:_______________________________________________________________
Parent email:___________________________________________________________________

Parent phone number:___________________________________________________________
