English III: American Literature and Composition Syllabus

Monroe County High School, 2014-2015
Dr. Carr-Back/Mr. Rippy
Course Information


English III is a continuation of the reading and writing skills you have mastered so far. This class will involve reading informational texts as well as literary texts, and practicing writing creatively as well as analytical essays. Outside reading is required, and vocabulary work is extensive. You are expected to learn how to take responsibility for your own learning.

Materials Needed

· 3-ring binder

· Loose-leaf paper (no spiral paper!!)

· 6 dividers

Objectives, Expectations, and Grading Policies


Objectives
· To improve your reading ability for comprehension, interpretation, and evaluation

· To improve your vocabulary

· To promote your discussion and writing about literature

· To improve your thinking skills through critical thinking and discussion

· To develop your ability to use literary terminology correctly

· To critically examine the genres of fiction, drama, and poetry

· To improve your writing style through analysis and evaluation

· To acquaint you with major American writers to further your appreciation of diverse authors’ styles and techniques

· To review, as needed, problems with writing mechanics, usage, and grammar

· To improve test-taking skills through timed drills of multiple choice and essay questions, like those found on the AP test, SAT, and ACT.
Expectations
All English III students are expected to:

Turn in assignments on time: Assignments must be turned in on the due date to receive full credit.

Participate in class discussion: Class participation is required. It is expected that you attend class regularly, that you are prepared and that you have read the material for the day, and that you contribute to the class discussion.

Keep class work organized: All work must be kept neatly in a 3-ring binder. Do not throw anything away.

Follow the Honor Policy: Do not cheat on homework assignments, quizzes, tests, projects, essays, or any assignment. If you are caught, you will receive an automatic zero and a call to your home. Cheating can take many guises, but it generally consists of the following activities: copying another student’s work, allowing another student to copy your work, taking or providing assistance during an exam, and plagiarism (copying another’s work without citation). Do not plagiarize by “copying” segments of text from the Internet and “pasting” them into your work.
Attend class regularly: Come to class every day. If you miss, it is your responsibility to make up your work within 5 regular school days of your absence.
Complete a Writing Portfolio: You must complete a working writing portfolio that includes a memoir, a short story, 3 poems or songs, an opinion essay, a feature article, and a book review. You will be asked to write a number of on-demand writings to prepare for the ACT and state testing. You will also complete a research project. If you do not submit a portfolio and complete a research project by the deadline, you cannot pass the course regardless of grades accumulated on other assignments.
Independent Reading: You will be expected to complete a novel of your choice each 9-weeks and write an essay in response to an assigned question. 
Grading
Your performance on assessment matters. You will complete a variety of graded formative and summative assessments, including a 9-weeks test at the end of each quarter. Your semester summative assessment will count as 20% of your cumulative grade.

Grading Scale

A  100—90

B   89—80 

C   79—70 

D   69—60

Below 60 F
Course Outline
First Quarter

Novel: Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
I. From the Earliest Days

Beginning and Change—Puritanism (to 1760)
· Anne Bradstreet’s “Upon the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666” and “To My Dear and Loving Husband”

· Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
II. A New Nation

Breaking Free—Classicism/Rationalism (1760-1800)
· Patrick Henry’s “Speech to the Second Virginia Convention”
· From Thomas Paine’s The Crisis, No. 1”

· Thomas Jefferson’s The Declaration of Independence
Gaining Insight—American Romanticism (1800-1840)
· Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker”
· William Cullen Bryant’s “Thanatopsis”

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s “The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls” and “The Cross of Snow”
· Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” and “The Pit and the Pendulum”

Second Quarter

Gaining Insight—Transcendentalism and the Tragic Vision (1840-1860)
· From Henry David Thoreau’s Walden
· Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil
Two New American Voices—(1860-1890)
· Walt Whitman’s poetry

· Emily Dickinson’s poetry

Third Quarter
III. The Civil War and its Aftermath
The Union is Tested—(1860-1890)
· Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”
· Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
IV. Regionalism and Realism

The Energy of the Everyday—Realism and Naturalism (1890-1914)
· Jack London’s “To Build a Fire”
· Kate Chopin’s “Story of an Hour”

· Edwin Arlington Robinson’s poetry

· Edgar Lee Master’s poetry

V. Beginnings of the Modern Age

New Directions and the Harlem Renaissance—Modernism (1915-1930)
· Carl Sandburg’s poetry

· Robert Frost’s poetry

Fourth Quarter

Novel: F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby
VI. Midcentury Voices and Toward the 21st Century

Literature in Modern America—Post-Modernism (1930-Present)
· William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily”
· Eudora Welty’s “A Worn Path”

