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Identity: Socratic Seminar Questions
Directions: to prepare for our Socratic seminar, do ALL of the questions labeled as GUIDING QUESTIONS in Part I. 
These will be in a dialectic journal format, as usual, with at least TWO textual support quotations PER question. (You may want to use the information from previous assignments or borrow the text out of the library.)
Then, you write FIVE (5) of your own questions. This time, you will need to answer the questions in your dialectic journal with textual evidence. See Part II for directions. 

These responses will be written in a dialectic journal ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER to hand in.  

You will use your responses during the seminar, and you earn more points if you use appropriate textual evidence to support your answers.  When you write your responses, make sure that you refer back to the text for textual evidence to use in the seminar. 
The Socratic Seminar will be worth 100 points test grade, and your written responses in the dialectic journal form will be 100 test grade points. 
Together, the dialectic journal AND participation in the Socratic Seminar is YOUR FINAL EXAM worth 200 assessment points. Neither of these are optional.

When you write your responses, you will create a dialectic journal entry for each question:


Left side will contain: Packet; Question and Question #; Textual Evidence: 

“…” Page #


Right side will contain: Your Response and Analysis

Your dialectic journal will thus contain 5 (FIVE) entries from Part I, and 5 (FIVE) entries from Part II.

If you are absent:

The makeup for the Socratic Seminar will be to write a 750 word essay on Identity. 
You may use your own questions that you have written, or the questions from Part I to structure your essay. 
You are required to use in-text citations for this essay, with proper essay structure including introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs. 
You will also need to hand in the dialectic journal for the credit as well.

Part I:

Guiding Question 1: A True Self?
To what extent are our identities something solid and centered within ourselves?  In other words, is there such a thing as an authentic or true inner self or are our identities conditional upon the people and circumstances around us, therefore invalidating the notion of a true self?  (Are we born as our true self, or are we shaped into our true self by the people around us?) Explain your reasoning.
Supporting Quote 1, Page #____________________

Supporting Quote 2, Page #____________________

Guiding Question 2: Relationships
2A: How and why are relationships important to the formation of our personal and cultural identity?  
Supporting Quote 1, Page #____________________

Supporting Quote 2, Page #____________________
2B:  So often we define ourselves by what we are and what we are not in comparison to others.  Is our identity something created and defined by relationships?  Put another way, can you have a personal and cultural identity without being in relationship with others?  
Supporting Quote 1, Page #____________________

Supporting Quote 2, Page #____________________

Guiding Question 3: Ethical Dilemmas
How and why do ethical dilemmas challenge and develop personal and cultural identity?  More broadly, can we develop our identities without facing adversity and ethical dilemmas or are the dilemmas and conflicts we face our best teachers in discovering who we are?  Explain your reasoning.    
Supporting Quote 1, Page #____________________

Supporting Quote 2, Page #____________________

Guiding Question 4: Belonging 
Given the all the dimensions of one’s identity, how do you know where you belong in the larger world(s)?  Explain your reasoning.
Supporting Quote 1, Page #____________________

Supporting Quote 2, Page #____________________

Part II:

You will need to write questions, and your own responses to them, based on the main texts we have read this year. You will need to develop at least 5 high level questions about our shared theme of identity through some common texts. 

All questions must represent quality discussion questions. The four characteristics of quality discussion questions are the following:


1.
Open-ended

2.
Relevant

3.
Clearly stated

4.
Thought-provoking
Use the following topics to develop your questions in your dialectic journal. 
I. Identity and Stereotypes

Our essential questions for the identity theme of the year are the following:
1.
How do we form and shape our identities?

2.
How does one form an identity that remains true and authentic for her/himself?

3.
How do we define ‘identity’?

4.
What shapes our view of ourselves? What shapes how others view us?
Don’t just rewrite these questions – connect them to some of the common texts we’ve read so far this year. Also, consider our discussion on stereotypes and how they play a part in “Learning to Read and Write,” “Superman and Me,” Anthem, and Romeo and Juliet and the way it shapes our perception of identity.
II. “Learning to Read and Write,” “Superman and Me,” Anthem, and Romeo and Juliet
Develop questions related to “Learning to Read and Write,” “Superman and Me,” Anthem, and Romeo and Juliet. Consider how the characters change, how the setting affects the story, what lessons can be learned from events in the book, what would happen with characters after the book ends, how the title of the novels are significant, and more!
III. Connections
Write questions that ask the rest of the group to consider connections between the identity theme and main ideas from current events, teenage issues, and other cultural connections to the theme of identity.
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