Mrs. Tuckett

Language Arts 10----Room 200 

Tamaqua Area High School

jtuckett@tamaqua.k12.pa.us
Welcome to American Literature!

Course Texts:

   Literature: The American Experience—Prentice Hall


   Assigned novels
Units of Study:

The New Land (Natives and Explorers)





Colonial Literature (Puritans and The Crucible)


 

Revolutionary War Literature



American Romanticism


American Classic Literature (Of Mice and Men)

American Drama and Short Stories (Twelve Angry Men)



American Poetry 

*Writing, Research Skills, Keystone Preparation, Grammar, and Vocabulary throughout all units

Grading:

Grades are based on an accumulation of points.  Points are earned from tests and quizzes, writing assignments, homework, and projects. An important part of class is being accountable for having work completed on time.  It is your responsibility to finish your work by the due date.

**Even if you are unsure how to complete an assignment, you have to try.  Points will not be given if you give an excuse; points are given for effort!

Essays:

Essays must be typed and follow the proper formatting.  One rewrite for grades below a 93% will be accepted for each formal essay unless otherwise announced by the teacher. Any student choosing to do a rewrite of an essay must resubmit the essay on the assigned date. No late rewrites will be accepted. Students will receive the better of the two grades; however, the maximum grade that can be achieved is a 93%. Essays handed in late will lose 10 points per day. If an essay is turned in late, a rewrite will not be granted. PLEASE NOTE: You are required to write 4 essays in order to pass 10th grade Language Arts. If you do not hand in an essay, I will assign academic detentions with me after school until they are completed. If you take a bus, you will be required to make other arrangements with me. (Failure to show up will result in a formal write-up). What this means is: EVERYBODY will be turning in the 4 required essays this year!
Exams:

Teacher-constructed tests will be used throughout the units of study.  Exams will be a combination of multiple choice (Keystone-style questioning) and short answer or essay. Because all exams will be pre-announced, all students will be expected to take the exam on the assigned day. Students who are absent on the day of a test will make up the exam immediately upon return. Arrangements will be made with lengthy absences.

Homework:

All homework assigned in this class will be counted towards your grade. No late homework assignments will be accepted after the teacher has collected it at the beginning of class. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to look in the homework folder or ask the teacher for missed assignments or handouts the day upon your return. Any work missed due to absence will be due the day after your return. Remember to check the class website to see what you are missing on the day of your absence!

Quizzes:

Quizzes will be used to check for comprehension.  Both pre-announced and unannounced quizzes may be given to ensure students are keeping up with reading assignments. Students who are absent the day of an unannounced quiz will be required to take a make-up quiz within one day of his or her return.

Participation:

I expect students to be prepared for class so that class discussions can be utilized.  All students are expected to be active participants on a daily basis. At the end of each quarter, students will have the opportunity to have points added to their grades based on their level of participation throughout the quarter. These points will be given at the discretion of the teacher and are not disputable. The points will be given on the following scale:

2 points:  Given to students who participate every day, are always prepared for class, have a positive attitude, are always on-task, and stick out in my mind as being an active member of class on a daily basis.

1 point: Given to students who participate often, are always paying attention, are always prepared for class, are always on-task, and have a positive attitude. These students are not discipline problems in any way. 

O points: Students will not receive additional points on their final grade each quarter if they never participate, are frequently unprepared for class, are frequently off-task, display a negative attitude, or are absent for extended periods of time and cannot participate. Simply, these students will get the grade they earn and nothing else.

Notebook:

Students are required to keep a three-ring binder of all handouts and information for the class.  Students must bring their notebooks every class period. Random notebook checks may be done at the discretion of the teacher. Failure to bring your notebook and class materials to class will result in a deduction from your participation grade. 
Cheating:

Cheating will not be tolerated in this class. Any student who is caught cheating on a test or a quiz will be given an automatic zero and will not be permitted to retake the assessment. Additionally, parents will be notified. In the event that a student is caught cheating a second time, he or she will be referred to the principal for further disciplinary action. Cheating on homework will result in a zero for all guilty parties. Please consider yourself warned!

Plagiarism:

Any student who is caught plagiarizing from any source (including other students!) will be given a zero and will not be permitted to resubmit the essay. If a student is caught plagiarizing another student’s paper, both students will receive zeros. Any act of plagiarism is also a guaranteed write-up. 

Classroom Rules:

1. Arrive to class on time.  Repeated failure to do so will result in a discipline referral.

2. Be in your seats with all necessary materials out on your desk by the time the bell rings. Do not make me have to repeat this!
3. Be respectful. This includes respecting your teacher and fellow classmates, as well as respecting rules of both the class and the school.

4. Raise your hand. Do not call out or make unnecessary comments.

5. The use of inappropriate language and gestures is offensive and will not be tolerated.

6. Do not pack up until the bell rings or the teacher ends the class. We are not finished with class until I say we are. I always think about this when it is time for me to grade participation! 

7. Remain seated until the bell rings.

8. Books and other school property should be respected. You will be charged for school items that are damaged or lost.

9. Bring all needed materials for class; you will not be permitted to go to your locker.

10. Do not touch anything on the teacher’s desks without permission.

*All school rules outlined in the handbook must be respected and followed at all times in this classroom!

Please sign below after reading all rules and regulations. Your signature signifies that you understand all the information stated above and your agreement to follow all rules. Students will keep these rules in the front of their binders. 

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________Date:____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ____________________________________________________________________Date:____________________
