AP English IV Literature Summer Reading Assignment – Class of 2020




                         Deborah Pasli  
AP English is a course for lovers of language, reading and writing.  These assignments will give you a preview of the expectations the AP English teacher has.  Complete each assignment thoughtfully and completely.

All of the following assignments are due on the first day of class –August 26 “A” Day/August 27 “B” Day---- No exceptions, so plan out your work. You are responsible for each section of the assignment. 
REQUIRED: 
TEXT:  Mythology by Edith Hamilton (ISBN 978-0-316-22333-1). Read the preface and Sections 1-6 inclusive. 

TEXT: Medea by Euripides (ISBN 13- 978-0-226-20345-4).
TEXT: The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (ISBN 978-1-59308-025-9).  

Assignments:

· Answer the study questions below briefly in short paragraphs.   

· Read the poem “Ithaka” and relate it to your own life.  (See Page 2)

· Read the following poems (Charon’s Cosmology, Odysseus, and Separation) which contain mythic allusions and answer the questions following each (a paragraph for each question).  (See P. 2 & 3)
· Write an essay “This is Who I Am”.  (See Page 3)

· Read Medea and complete diary assignments. (see Page 3)

· Read The Picture of Dorian Gray and complete the essay assignment. (see page 3)

· Complete one of the artistic projects for a myth you have rewritten from this assignment.  (See Page 4)

                   (Rewrite the myth and represent it artistically).
Study Questions (Answer in brief paragraphs after you have read the assignment)

1. What were the gods like before the awakening of the Greeks?

2. Why did the Greeks laugh at their Gods even though they could be dangerous?

3. How were priests and artists treated in Greece?  Why is that important?

4. Were the Greek gods beautiful or ugly?  What does Hamilton say about this?

5. What were the ethics of the gods like, at least in the beginning?

6. What has science to do with mythology according to Edith Hamilton?

7. How are the Greek deities different from our modern concept of “God”?

8. What purpose do these myths serve for human beings confronting the mystery of the world?

9. What qualities do the heroes in these stories share?

10. How do the concepts of family, fate, loyalty, and justice figure in these stories and legends?

Poems to Read and Write About
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Ithaka















By Constantine Peter Kavafy       (Translated by Edmund Keeley and Phillip Sherrard)
As you set out for Ithaka



Keep Ithaka always in your mind.

Hope your road is a long one,


Arriving there is what you’re destined for.

Full of adventure, full of discovery,


But don’t hurry the journey at all.

Laistrygonians, Cyclops, 



Better if it lasts for years,

Angry Poseidon – don’t be afraid of them:

so you’re old by the time you reach the island,

You’ll never find things like that on your way
wealthy with all you’ve gained on the way,

As long as you keep your thoughts raised high,
not expecting Ithaka to make you rich.

As long as a rare excitement



Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey.

Stirs your spirit and your body.


Without her you wouldn’t have set out.

Laistrygonians, Cyclops,



She has nothing left to give you now.

Wild Poseidon – you won’t encounter them            And if you find her poor, Ithaka won’t have fooled you,

Unless you bring them along inside your soul,       Wise as you will have become, so full of experience,

Unless your soul sets them up in front of you.         You’ll have understood by then what these Ithakas mean.

Hope your road is a long one,



Assignment

May there be many summer mornings when,
    In a couple of paragraphs, relate Ithaka to your own life.

With what pleasure, what joy,





You enter harbors you’re seeing for the first time;
    NOTES:  Ithaka:  island kingdom ruled by Odysseus        

May you stop at Phoenician trading stations
    (Ulysses) to which Odysseus attempts to return after
To buy fine things,




    the Trojan War. His journey is lengthened by numerous
Mother of pearl, and coral, amber and ebony,
    adventures..  Laistrygonians, Cyclops,Poseidon, …
Sensual perfume of every kind –


    The Laistrygonians are cannibal giants who destroy
As many sensual perfumes as you can;

    eleven of Odysseus's twelve ships; Cyclops is the one-eyed
And may you visit many Egyptian cities                     giant whom Odysseus blinds; Poseidon, father of Polyphemus

To learn and go on learnng from their scholars
     and the god of the sea, raises a storm to shipwreck Odysseus.
Charon's Cosmology
by Charles Simic (1938-    )

With only his feeble lantern



I'd say it doesn't matter

To tell him where he is



No one complains he's got

And every time a mountain



Their pockets to go through

Of fresh corpses to load up



In one a crust of bread in another a sausage

Take them to the other side



Once in a long while a mirror

Where there are plenty more



Or a book which he throws

I'd say by now he must be confused

Overboard into the dark river

As to which side is which



Swift cold and deep         …………………………………………….                                                                                                                        

· Why do you think Charles Simic uses no punctuation?  Does it have anything to do with the tone of the speaker towards the topic? 

· In the third stanza, the speaker says, "No one complains.” Who does he mean? Who are the possible complainers? 

· Why do you think Charon throws the mirror or book overboard? What do they represent? What do they indicate about Charon? What do they indicate about the people who took them to the grave? Or about the people who buried the dead with these objects? 

Odysseus – W. S. Merwin
(1927 - )
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For George Kirstein

Always the setting forth was the same,

Same sea, same dangers waiting for him

As though he had got nowhere but older.

Behind him on the receding shore











Identical reproaches, and somewhere

Out before him, the unraveling patience

He was wedded to. There were the islands

Each with its woman and twining welcome

To be navigated, and one to call "home."

The knowledge of all that he betrayed

Grew till it was the same whether he stayed

Or went. Therefore he went. And what wonder

If sometimes he could not remember

Which was the one who wished on his departure

Perils that he could never sail through,

And which, improbable, remote, and true,

Was the one he kept sailing home to?

· Who was "the unravelling patience/He was wedded to"? 

· Who were the women who were on each island? 

· Who wished ill for Odysseus and who was "improbable, remote, and true"? 

· What does it mean that Odysseus could not remember at times who wished him ill and who was loyal? Is this a fault with Odysseus or with the women or with life itself? 

· This poem is not just about Odysseus. Who or what does Odysseus represent? What does he symbolize? Is Odysseus a positive or negative symbol or is the answer more complex than that? 

Separation














W. S. Merwin ( 1927-    )

Your absence has gone through me

Like thread though a needle.

Everything I do is stitched with its color.

· "Separation" is a poem that complements "Odysseus" though that may not have been intentional on the poet's part. In what way can this poem be considered a complement to     W. S. Merwin's first poem? 
	THE  ARTISTIC  PROJECT

Using Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, choose ONE myth you have read and WRITE a modern

day version of it.  For instance, if you have chosen the myth of Apollo and his son driving across the sky in the phaethon you might want to transfer that myth to an adolescent taking the family car with disastrous consequences.



	You have a choice here – choose A or B.
 A.  Illustrate your modern day myth (see above).

       Draw, paint, or create a piece of sculpture to illustrate your myth.   Other options include using

       live actors to make a video illustration of the myth.  You could also make a collage  illustrating 

       the myth or even draw a cartoon.

B. Write a musical composition for your modern day myth (see above).

      Make a recording of musical accompaniment which enhances or recreates a musical story or   theme.  

      If, for instance, you are talking about the myth of Cronos eating his children, you might create 

       thunderous music using gongs and drums or other timpani.  If you have musical training, you 

       might choose to write your own melody.

	


Medea assignment:  
From Medea’s point of view, write five diary entries (one page each) as she might have written them after the coming of Jason.
The Picture of Dorian Gray Assignment:

Allusions made to historical events or figures, to places or times, to other literary works,  often provide the richness of a literary text. The meaning of some literary works is often enhanced by sustained allusions to myths. Study of these references, in fact, determines the difference between understanding a text on a superficial level and understanding it on a more academic one. Upon completion of the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde and of Mythology by Edith Hamilton, write a well-argued essay (250 words) in which you explain the allusion in The Picture of Dorian Gray to the Narcissus myth.

  Essay:  This is Who I Am

Choose one mythological character and discuss how this character is a reflection of who you are today. Which god, or hero, or character is most like you?  What characteristics do you share?  
Your essay should be 250 words.
All assignments must be typed in Times New Roman size 12.
If you have any questions about the assignment, please email me.
deborahb.pasli@cms.k12.nc.us
No Notebooks, no folders. Do not share your assignment. Hard copy first day of class. No exceptions.
