English 12 CP – British Literature - Unit Plans

THE ANGLO SAXONS

Objectives: 

· Explain and utilize terminology and writing trends specific to the time period

· Discuss the significance historical context has in understanding a text’s implications

· Utilize different routes to analyze a story’s structure and themes, including but not limited to, diction, imagery, details, language, title

· Utilize all senior-level writing standards (format, process, coherence) in a formal essay and in creative fiction writing

· State Standards: Reading Literature: Key Ideas and Details 1-3, Craft and Structure 5, Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 10, Informational Text: Key Ideas and Details: 1-3, Range of Reading 10, Writing: Text Types and Purposes 1-3, Production and Distribution of Writing 4-6, Range of Writing 11, Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration 1, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 4, Language: Conventions of English 1-2, Knowledge of Language 3

Activities:

· Preview the VHS Anglo-Saxon Intro for 5 minutes, having students jot down any inferences they can make about what life was like in the Anglo Saxon time period.  Discuss.

· Have students use the note-taking guide to take notes on the history, language and literature of the time period from the assigned pages in the textbook.  Go over as a class, having students come up with stock epithets and kennings for themselves, etc. along the way.  Then have pairs determine a set of 3-5 overall, defining characteristics of the time period.  Discuss as a class, coming up with 5 class-made characteristics.

· Introduce significance of the pagans and Christians of the times:  Collect class background knowledge of Christianity.  Then use the Runes packet to introduce what pagan beliefs, namely regarding fate, are, and discuss similarities and differences with the students’ beliefs today.

· BEOWULF:

· Begin by reading the Build Background section on p. 31, discuss.

· Read the Grendel intro aloud, finding examples of a kenning, stock epithet, alliteration, Christian beliefs, and pagan beliefs along the way.  At the end, discuss the examples’ purposes and what kind of monster/theme they develop.

· Have the students do the same for the Beowulf intro on their own to turn in.

· Read (and act?) the Battle with Grendel Scene.  Complete a sticky note activity: Students find an interesting phrase/kenning/description, etc., put it on a sticky note with a quick explanation of why they chose it.  They then stick up their note and walk around, commenting on at least 4 other notes.  Then students share out with all of the responses from their own, original comment.

· Predict how Grendel’s Mother will feel about all of this.  Also predict how the Anglo-Saxons will react to a woman with revenge.  Read the intro to Grendel’s Mother and the Battle with Grendel’s Mother.  As they read, students write down 3 more inferences about Anglo-Saxon life/beliefs and highlight 3 differences from the first battle.

· Look back to the Epic notes, and evaluate how well the story fits the characteristics so far.  Do this by completing a resume for Beowulf’s character.

· Have students read the Last Battle, completing Wiglaf’s resume as they read.

· Read the Death and Mourning of Beowulf, and refer back to the “Found” questions from the course introduction.

· Review

· Take the Beowulf Quiz

· Introduce the Beowulf essay prompts, discuss, and have a workshop time for students to begin the essay.  Final essays will be due in a week from the introduction date.

· Epic Story-Write:  Have students get into groups of 3-4.  Review the characteristics of an epic on the board.  Then outline the plot progression of Beowulf on the board.  Now groups each write one paragraph of their own, made-up epic.  Highlight the characteristics/literary techniques along the way (you can determine a class-color coding method).  After students have 5-10 minutes to write the first paragraph, groups switch stories clockwise and add a second paragraph to their newly received story.  Repeat until each story has the basic villain, hero, and battle scenes.  Have groups get their original story back, and give a short time to double check that they have all of the epic characteristics within.  Then groups will read their epics aloud in a scop-in-a-meadhall fashion.  If desired, class can vote for the best Anglo-Saxon epic and the best modern-inspired epic.

· Watch a clip of the character Achilles in the film Troy and complete a comparison-contrast of the two epic heroes (worksheet).

· Read an excerpt from Bede and evaluate it as historical non-fiction.  Analyze the use of the life-simile, and have students write one of their own.  Compare and contrast the time period’s views of life – quality, duration, etc.

· Have students get into groups of three.  Each group is assigned one of the textbook’s 3 isolation/lyric poems.  Groups complete the analysis worksheet on their poem.  Students analyze the poem and how it fits in the context of the historical era.  Then groups switch, so that each group of three has one person, each with a different poem.  Students then take the time to read the other two poems, and teach each other about them.  Then students individually take the Isolation Poem Quiz, using only their textbook copies of the poems themselves.

· On the review day for unit, also introduce students to the purposes and social format of the Anglo-Saxon riddles.  Show students a riddle in its original Old English.  Then have students get in a circle and pass around 8 AS riddles, noting down their guesses for answers.  Then review the possible answers.

· If desired, as another review/synthesis day, complete a song analysis day.  Students bring in heir own songs and lyrics, and in a meadhall-fashion, the class listens and analyzes what the songs reveal about our culture, just as the epics, lyrics, and riddles did for the AS.  Also use to practice poem close-reading skills.

· Anglo Saxon Unit Test (and Beowulf essays should be collected by now).

