Summer Reading Assignments – AP Literature and Composition (12th Grade)

You should plan to read the following books over the summer.

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster

2. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

3. King Lear by William Shakespeare

4. Choose one of the following for your 4th book

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton

or

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Assignment #1

Read the book How to Read Literature Like a Professor before reading the other books.  You will need to keep a chapter log for this book as you read it.  Each log should contain the chapter name and number.  You should have a concise entry for each chapter.  It should include a summary statement for each paragraph.  This means read a paragraph and write a one-sentence summary of the paragraph.  If you have a chapter with ten paragraphs, then you would have ten summary statements for that chapter.  These statements should be written in your own words and should not just be a sentence from the paragraph in the book.  You should then plan to apply Foster’s information and suggestions to your other reading assignments.   All assignments are due on the first day of class in August.  

Assignment #2

For all books except How to Read Literature Like a Professor, complete a Major Works Detail Sheet.  Each Detail Sheet must contain the following categories.  The way you put this information together is totally up to you.  

These are the areas that should be covered for each book.

1. Historical information

2. Biographical information

3. Characteristics of the genre

4. Plot summary

5. Author’s style with examples

6. Memorable quotes (at least 12 quotes from all parts of the novel) Include page numbers for all quotes and be sure to include reasoning, explanation, etc.

7. Characters and significance

8. Setting

9. Symbols

10. Themes

11. Significance of the opening scene/event 

12. Significance of the closing scene/event

Assignment #3

The last assignment is one that you will present when you return to school in August.  You will select two of your chosen books -Invisible Man, King Lear, Ethan Frome, or Heart of Darkness.  Your assignment is to make connections between the two books you choose using Thomas Foster’s ideas within How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  Create a presentation to show the connections.  This presentation can take any form you choose.  It should include information from your two chosen books using Foster’s ideas to connect.  You are welcome to use other books, movies, articles, television shows, songs, or other works to add to your presentation, as long as you can establish the connections in a logical way that we as your audience can see and understand.  Please make sure to give credit where credit is due.  Use MLA format for any item or items you submit as documentation.  This is required to avoid plagiarism.  You should be ready to show your presentation from day one of school. 

Please email me from the school website with any questions, or comments.  My email address is   halstel@pitt.k12.nc.us   

I will always check my email at least once a day over the summer.  Please make sure to include your name (first and last) in any email correspondence.  Please use your Pitt County Schools email when you email me.  This is so your email will not go to the spam account.  
Again remember that all assignments are due on the first day of school.  This means first semester and second semester students should have all assignments turned in to me on the first day of school.  

