PRESENT LEVEL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (Description of Child Section of IEP)

Strengths/Current Status section: This section describes how the student is presently performing in the classroom and is written in objective, measurable terms. Current (recently completed) evaluation/test information should be included.  Do not include detailed information from prior years. For an initial or reevaluation, the Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP bridges the evaluation results with the other IEP components. However, it is not sufficient to report only on test scores and class titles. It also must address how the student’s disability is impacts functioning in the general education curriculum or in age appropriate activities.
ECSE: For students Birth to three the IEP must address Physical/Motor Development; Basic Senses including Hearing and Vision; Self-Help Skills; Academic Performance/Cognitive Development/ Intellectual Functioning; Social/Emotional/ Behavioral Development; Communication and Current Health and Medical Status.  It may also address Adaptive Development; Community Access/ Use or Participation; and Legal Representation. For students ages three to five, the IEP should address all areas of concern and provide a clear picture of the student’s functioning. 

For children in EIP or ECSE programs the PLAAFP must address how their disability impacts their participation in age appropriate activities.

Elementary And Middle School: For Elementary and Middle School students the PLAAFP must address Progress/Participation in General Education and any area of student concerns (academic, cognitive, behavioral, communication, motor, sensory, health/physical and functional). It is helpful, but not required, to briefly address the student’s present level in all areas. 

Transition Age: (For all students grade nine or older) The PLAAFP must address the Progress/Participation in General Education Curriculum as well as all five areas of transition:  Jobs and Training, Recreation and Leisure, Home Living, Community Participation and Post-Secondary Training. 

Concerns/Needs section: Educational needs are identified as a result of both formal and informal evaluation.  A new case manager or team member reading the Description of Child section should be able to identify the educational needs of the student. 

A well-written Description of Child section must include the following components.

· Current testing/evaluation results in general terms such as below average/average/above average.

· Current formal evaluation (WISC III, Woodcock-Johnson R, other)

· Informal evaluation (teacher or parent observation, checklists, student work, other)

· Classroom performance in the areas of concern that will be the basis for the special education goals and objectives

· Grades 

· History of testing if appropriate. Information about student performance on the MCAs and District test is critical to understanding the student’s present level.

· Pertinent comments by parents and teachers

· Comments that could lead to classroom modification/adaptations
· Progress on goals and objectives as well as any other changes since the last IEP
Common Mistakes

· Including eligibility or placement statements

· Using jargon or vocabulary that is not easily understood

· Identifying a need for a service (i.e. “needs speech services)

· Forgetting to discuss progress on IEP goals

· Having vague statements that do not describe the child

Remember- a teacher who has not met the student should be able to plan for the child after reading the IEP if the PLAAFP and Needs are well written!

Examples of Well Written Present Levels and Needs

ECSE: Academic Performance / Cognitive Development / Intellectual Functioning Strengths/Current Status: Billy has shown nice progress since the last IEP in several of the pre-academic areas. He demonstrates the following skills both in a 1:1 setting and during small group activities. In the areas of basic concepts, Billy demonstrates object permanence, cause and effect relationships. He matches objects and pictures. He recognizes many body parts and can identify many common animals such as cow, pig, duck, etc.  Billy is able to sort by object and color (field of 4). He matches shapes from a field of six. He recognizes the circle and star shape most consistently. Billy can match by color (field of 6) and sort items by colors (field of 4). He recognizes the majority of the 10 basic colors, having difficulty with pink and yellow. He is beginning to use signs for the colors when he sees them. (There is much more- but this is good sampling of information..)
Billy’s classroom performance has improved since he began preschool. He continues to demonstrate a

shorter attention span compared to his peers for several activities however overall it has greatly improved.

It is difficult for him to start, remain, and finish a (non-preferred) activity. He will engage in activities for

longer periods of time but can be easily distracted as many children his age are. He participates in small and large groups, with occasional reinforcer/motivators such as M&Ms, Skittles, affection, tickles, and praise. He continues

to show good problem solving skills such as moving a chair to get to the counter and clearing his bookshelf

to get a set of keys that was out of his reach at home. 

Concerns/Needs: Billy needs to continue to develop pre-academic skills in the areas of number concepts and shape

recognition to a more consistent level. He continues to need to increase his ability to stay on task despite distractions.
Elementary School: Academic Functioning Strengths/Current Status: Chris scored in the below average range in reading when re-evaluated in October. On recent MAP testing in fall of 2006 he scored 206 in reading, which is in the low range. Chris is currently reading at a DRA Level 20 at the second grade level, significantly higher than his testing last year (DRA of 14). (Note that this is a hypothetical case and the numbers presented may not be close to what they should be- this is just an example!) This was his first MAP testing. 
He is making progress in his goal to read more fluently and to use more expression in reading. Comprehension is improving but it may also be a language problem since he does have Autism. Chris scored in the average range for math on re-eval done in October. He was able to do calculations involving addition and subtraction with and without regrouping but was unable to do multiplication and division facts. He takes a long time to solve problems and counts up and down to complete the task, not demonstrating an automatic recall of facts. Although showing progress and putting in a great deal of effort, it is difficult for Chris to keep up with his peers in math. 

Chris scored in the low average range in written language. He knows many of the mechanics rules. He correctly capitalizes and uses appropriate ending punctuation. However, in a recent writing sample he had difficulty writing complete sentences and was unable to spell a number of sight words.
Concerns/Needs: Chris needs to improve reading skills in fluency and comprehension. He needs to improve his ability to apply using reading strategies. He also need also needs to increase basic math skills and needs support for math in the mainstream classroom. Chris needs to increase written language skills in the area of spelling and needs to expand his written language skills beyond simple sentences to paragraph writing.
Middle School: Academic Area: Steven participates in Resource Independent Living Integrated Language Arts class (reading and writing). The class has been working on literal and inferential reading comprehension skills, vocabulary acquisition, reading strategies, spelling, and the mechanics of sentence and paragraph writing.  Although Steven takes a little longer to process things than his peers, he always works hard and tries his best in class. In the school MAP test in 7th grade, Steven improved the most in his comprehension of information (improved by 32 points). Steven has neatly written up to 10 simple sentences each week with few mistakes. Steven does struggle with creating sentences and appears to lack confidence in his own ideas. While he should continue to work on his sentences writing, Steven will need to vary the types of sentences he writes and continue to work on the format for a basic paragraph.
Steven currently participates in a Resource Independent Living Math class. The class has been working on addition and subtraction with and without regrouping. Steven is able to add with re-grouping, but struggles with subtraction. He is usually off by one number with his answer. After working with him, it was found that he was including the starting number to be subtracted as he was counting down to get the answer. Steven has been shown a variety of ways to use charts, manipulatives and his fingers to aid in solving equations. He is reluctant to show that he needs to use them, his teacher is working on letting him know that it is ok to use other sources, to help him solve problems.

Steven participates in a RIL Science (with 7th grade Life Science curriculum) and a RIL Social Studies (with 7th grade US History curriculum) class during his 8th grade year. He follows the class discussion with para assistance to complete many of the assignments. He seems to be enjoying the classes and is willing to do an activity when asked by the teacher. He keeps his work binders neat and organized. He usually remembers to turn in his Social Studies weekly assignments. He often is the first student to raise a hand at the beginning of class to remind his peers to be quiet and direct their attention to the teacher. Steven is hard working and participates in class. He is not very sure of himself when solving problems on the board. His teacher often tells him "the worst thing that can happen is you will be wrong and I will help you get the answer right".  The class is currently working on place value and will be moving into, adding money and making change, telling time, reading and creating simple graphs and some simple measurement to the 1/2 inch.
Concerns/Needs: Steven needs to continue to work on writing sentences, varying the types of sentences and writing basic paragraphs. He needs to improve his skills in subtraction and using strategies to assist him in solving equations. 

High School: Transition Employment- Description of Child: Linda has been working for Ajax Cleaning Service. She has been employed there for four months approximately 15 hours per week. She found the job on her own and reports that she really does enjoy it but would like to work more hours. She does realize this would be difficult for her with her classes. She has expressed an interest in joining the work program next year. Linda has passed her MBST requirements. She has good attendance and punctuality. She has realistic work goals and is able to describe what it would take to live on her own. She consistently shows good work habits but does not do well in remembering assignments and pacing herself in extended assignments. Although she does have a savings account, she does not have a checking account. She has not done any budgeting on her own. She has not had goals in this area during the past year.

Concerns/Needs: Linda is a good worker, yet still needs reminders to keep her on task. Linda does excellent with short-term expectations but needs multiple reminders on long-term expectations. Part of the concern of needing reminders could be addressed by encouraging Linda to use a planner to keep track of dates and times she works. Linda needs to learn the aspects of budgeting and managing a checkbook.
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