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Title: Where in the US am I?

 

Subject Matter Emphasis and Level: this will be for grades 4th –8th (I teach at Plainview Colony).  Subjects covered will be math, science, geography, art, and writing, Social Studies.

 Brief Description of the Unit:  Each student will choose a state, research it, and create a travel brochure promoting it. 

 Goals:  My goals for this unit are:
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The students will know the difference between a country and a state.
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The students will learn more about other states and what they have to offer.
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The students will compare the similarities and differences between the states.
 Content:  I will use:
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Math - make graphs to compare weather, size, and population
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Science - research land formations and weather
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Social Studies - find geographical location & state history.
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Language Arts – present reports to the school.
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Art – design state quarters, maps, and a travel brochure.

The standards I will be covering are:

4th Grade Math – statistics and probability 

1. develop survey questions and systematically collect appropriate data. 
2. use appropriate scales to represent data in various forms. 

3. interpret and analyze data from graphical representations and draw justifiable conclusions. 

4. use mode, mean, median, and range to describe results and support predictions. 

5. predict and represent possible outcomes for a simple probability situation in an organized manner. (example: tables, grids, tree diagrams) 

4th Grade Science (Life Science)

5.   explain how the size of a population is dependent upon the available resources within its community. 
4th Grade Science (Earth and Space)

7.  identify the positive and negative impact of weather on the environment.

      4th Grade Writing
2. Maintaining a personal journal.

3. Using various references to support personal ideas and viewpoints.

10. Write using correct grammar.

11. determine appropriate style and format for published work.

17. edit final copies for capitalization, punctuation,, and spelling.

18.  use technology for revising and editing. (example: spell/grammar check) 
19. revise selected drafts by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging sentences. 

20. use technology to share writing with others and to receive feedback. 

21. confer with others to revise writing coherence and logic

     4th Grade Geography:

1. differentiate between state and national boundaries. 
2. define regions as categorized by geographic location. 

3. use appropriate maps for a specific purpose, including elevation, land use-resource, road maps and mileage tables, time zones, and migration/movement patterns. 

4th Grade Civic

3.  analyze the design and purpose of various patriotic celebrations, traditions, customs, and symbols, such as the flag, the Great Seal, Statue of Liberty, Uncle Sam, Mount Rushmore, and Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

Prior, Learning, Interests, Misconceptions, and Conceptual Difficulties:  The students will need to know what a state is and what the names of the states are.  They will need to know how to use a computer.  They will also need to know how to research information. 

Major Learning Activities:  My unit will proceed as follows:
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Lesson 1: US Bingo.  Each student will have a map of the US and a list of 10 states.  If a state is called that is on their list they will find it on he/she will find it on his/her map and color it in.  (This activity will help you assess if the students know the states.  I am going to provide a key map for them to refer to at first)
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Lesson 2:  Discussion of climates.  The students will collect data on climates in different seasons.  They will keep a daily journal of the weather in their state.  In groups of three (3) they will compare their information and create a graph.  (They will need to look up the daily weather information on the Internet).
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Lesson 3: Discuss the land formation and how that effects population and industry.  Make salt maps.  The maps will have keys and a flag indicating the state capital.
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Lesson 4:  Research the history of your state.  Each student will look up information on the history of his/her state.  Using a checklist will assess this activity.  They will need to know when the state came into the Union, its order of statehood, state motto, and something else unique about it.  They will then create a state quarter showing the information they have researched.
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Lesson 5:  Research their state flag and recreate it.
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Lesson 6:  The students will create a travel brochure using PowerPoint, WORD, Publisher, or on a tag board.  This will be a cumulative activity that will reflect the information they have researched throughout the unit.  This activity will be assessed by using a rubric (listed below).

 Materials and Resources:  

	United States
	http://www.50states.com/

	Geography
	http://www.geobop.com/World/NA/US/SD/Flag.htm

	Maps
	http://maps.excite.com/ 

	Historic sites
	http://www.theus50.com/ 

	World & US
	http://www.yahooligans.com/ 

	US Mint
	http://www.usmint.gov/kids/index.html 


  Books and Other Familiar Resources:
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Encyclopedia
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Atlas and maps
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National Geographic Magazine

 Community Resources:

 Technology Resources:

[image: image18.png]



Internet
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Word
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Excel
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PowerPoint or Publisher

 Assessment: Lessons 2, 3, 4, and 5 will be assessed using a checklist. Lesson 6 will be assessed using a rubric.

Management: Each student  will choose a state.  They will work in groups of three members  to encourage each other and work on the computer.  They will design their own brochures.  I only have one room for everything.  Scheduled time will be set-aside for computer time.  After the students complete their brochures, they will present their information to the school.  Then, they will invite their parents to school and they will present to them.
Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: I’m not sure if our school is going to be wired for Internet access.  If not, the students will need to get their information from books and newspapers.  I also want them to write letters to state departments of tourism for information.

Timeline: I plan on teaching this unit in late September or early October.  I anticipate it will take 4 to 6 weeks.  I plan on spending 1 hour for the lessons that need instruction and an afternoon on activities that require longer time.  I am also scheduling time for the students to research, write, type, and design.

Rubric:

	               
	Excellent
4
	Good
3
	Needs Improvement
2
	Unacceptable
1

	Layout
	Well-laid out

Eye catching 

Very neat
	Well-laid out 

Neat
	Somewhat unattractive

Confusing
	Sloppy

Unattractive 

	Mechanics
punctuation
spelling
capitalization
	Very few or no errors 
(3 or less)
	Few errors

(4 to 6)
	Several errors

(7 to 9)
	Many errors

(10 or more)

	Word Use
	Good choice of words.

Words flow together.

Easy to understand
	Most words flow together

Somewhat understandable
	Lack of detail and information

Makes little sense
	Words misused

Hard to follow

	Timeliness
	Handed in on time
	1 day late
	2 days late
	3 or more days late

	Summary
	Shows similarities and differences between your state and South Dakota

(3 or more of each)
	Shows similarities and differences between your state and South Dakota

(2 of each)
	Shows similarities and differences between your state and South Dakota

(1 of each)
	Does not show similarities and differences between your state and South Dakota
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