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SUMMARY
The non-fiction informational book, Frogs, photographed and written by Nic Bishop is a feast for the eyes.  The colorful photographs catch frogs at their daily task of leaping, climbing, sitting, eating, and swimming. The text provides the reader with both general and specific information about frogs.  Nic Bishop also includes some pictures and information about the difference in toads and frogs in this pictorial resource.    

Nic Bishop’s photographs show all different kinds of frogs, big ones, very tiny ones, frogs with beautiful colors of skin, and one frog you can see inside of.  http://lccn.loc.gov/2007008699  Source of 2nd summary: Library of Congress Catalog
AWARDS
Horn Book Non-Fiction Honor Book 2008

School Library Journal Best Book 2008

American Library Association Notable Book 2009
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Nic started taking photographs when he was nine-years-old at the time he lived in Khartoum in the Sudan. When he was fourteen-years-old, his family moved to the Highlands of New Guinea. Nic received a graduate degree in biology in London. He then traveled from London to Bangladesh, and ultimately ended up in New Zealand, where he lived for 17 years.  Nick spent almost every spare moment hiking and exploring alpine wilderness of New Zealand’s Southern Alps.  Nic Bishop currently lives with his wife in Michigan, where he raised the insects, arachnids, and animals he photographs. 
Author information from the Scholastic web page: http://www2.scholastic.com/  
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
Art

· The teacher could instruct students on how to make frogs out of clay. The Crayola web site gives suggestions on types of Crayola clay to use to create frogs and dragonflies for pond scenes.  
Crayola

http://www.crayola.com/coloringcraft/craft/printer.cfm?id=478
· The teacher could instruct students to choose one of three different web sites that provide examples for making Origami Frogs available through the 42 Explore pathfinder.  Then the teacher could have the class vote to choose one method or vote to decide which method/instructions to follow first.  
http://42explore.com/frogs.htm 

Vocabulary

· Frog themed crossword puzzles and word searches are available at the DLTK web site. The teacher could create his/her own crossword puzzles or word searches using vocabulary words from the book Frogs. 
DLTK-Kids 

www.dltk-kids.com/animals/frogs.htm 

Language Arts
· A lesson plan is available at Read Write Think that pairs fiction and non-fiction books about animals. Even though this lesson is centered on ants it could be adapted to be used with the informational book Frogs along with a pairing with fictional books about frogs. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/animal-study-from-fiction-286.html 

· The Frog Beyond the Fairy Tale lesson would be a great resource to use after students read a fictional book about frogs and before they read the non-fiction book Frogs. The lesson is taught in three 30 minute sessions and it is for use with grades K-2. However, the lesson would be appropriate for use with grades 3-4 as well.  
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/frog-beyond-fairy-tale-7.html 
· Another good language arts lesson that uses picture books to teach science is found under the 3-5 grade lessons at Read Write Think. The lesson suggests using picture books on the rainforest to teach students but the lesson could be modified to be used with picture books on frogs. The lesson plan gives ideas for pre-reading, during reading, post reading activities and the lesson will be taught in five forty-five minute sessions.   
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-science-through-picture-31.html 

Read Write Think
 http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
Science

3rd Grade

· The 42 Explore pathfinder has a web page that provides access to multiple sites on different frog and toad species. Teachers will find web sites “For Kids By Kids” and web sites “For Teachers” with information and activities concerning frogs. Web quests are among the many web based listings related to frogs available through 42 Explore. The main objective in using this pathfinder is to have students compare similarities and differences of body structures of different types of frogs. Compare structures (parts of the body) and a variety of animals (e.g., fish,mammals, reptiles,amphibians,birds,insects) GLE 35 LS-E-A3 
http://42explore.com/frogs.htm 

4th Grade

· The student will describe how parts of animals’ bodies are related to their functions and survival (examples: wing/flying, web feet/swimming). The teacher could have students complete a brace thinking map on the parts of the body of a frog. Then the students could add a summary on how different part of frogs bodies relate to that body parts functions and aide in the survival of the frog. Example a pond frog’s web feet help it swim, whereas, a tree frog’s feet help it climb. Describe how parts of animals’ bodies are related to their functions and survival (e.g., wings/fly, web feet/swimming) GLE 41. LS-E-A3 
http://www.mapthemind.com/thinkingmaps/themaps/brace/index.html 
5th Grade

· The student will describe the metamorphosis of an amphibian. The student will construct food chains that could be found in ponds, marshes, or forests. The Enchanted Learning and the Lantern Fish web sites have printable worksheets to aide teachers in teaching students about the metamorphosis of frogs and constructing food chains. Describe the metamorphosis of an amphibian (e.g., frog) GLE 18. LS-M-A3  Construct food chains that could be found in ponds, marshes, oceans, forests, or meadows.  GLE 23. LS-M-C2  
Enchanted Learning

http://www.zoomschool.com/subjects/rainforest/ 

Enchanted Learning has printable worksheets on the life cycle of frogs.

Lantern Fish

http://bogglesworldesl.com/ 

Lantern Fish has printable worksheets concerning a food chain. 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations

LS=Life Science

Source Louisiana Department of Education http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Where do frogs live? List the different habitats in which frogs live.
2. What is the biggest frog and where does it live?
3. What physical characteristics make frogs easy to recognize?

4. Are frogs’ reptiles or amphibians?

5. How are toads different from frogs?

6. How do frogs breathe?  Why does their skin need to stay moist?

7. How many bones do frogs have in their body?

8. How do frogs that live near water and tree frogs feet differ?

9. Why are many frogs camouflaged in colors of green or brown? 

10. How far can the gliding frog glide in the Southeast Asia rain forest?

11. Does each frog have a special call?

12. Why are strawberry dart poison frogs the hardest working parents of all?

WEB SITES
National Geographic http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/american-bullfrog.html 
The national geographic web site provides pictures and information on frogs under the animals and then the amphibian links.  Along with pictures of various frogs including Bull Frogs the site provides information on each frog species. 

PBS
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/ 
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/7012/preview/ 

First, click  DFTV then Episodes next click Living Things and scroll to find the video on Malformed Frogs. The PBS web site link provides a video of two sisters that gathered frogs in their neighborhood to determine why the frogs were malformed.  

Nic Bishop 
http://www.nicbishop.com/ 
The Nic Bishop web site is the author’s own site that displays his work and personal life information.  

Enchanted Learning

http://www.zoomschool.com/subjects/rainforest/ 
Enchanted Learning has links to information and printables about amphibians and frogs. Teachers should click on the animals live in rainforests link or the animal printouts link to locate printable sheets including the frog life cycle sheet.
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center-USGS

http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/ 

http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/herps/amphibid/index.htm
The Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center web site has links for a checklist of amphibian species and identification guide in North America north of Mexico.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/experience/lawildlife/reptileandamphibian/LAMP/calls/ 
 This web site has calls of frogs and toads of Louisiana that the teacher can click on so the students can hear firsthand the sound of different species.  
School Express 
http://www.schoolexpress.com/fws/worksheet.php?id=56482 

The School Express web site has 15,000 plus worksheets to choose from in different content and subject areas. The sheet that would go with this lesson for the book Frogs is a worksheet for research on the largest frog in the world.  

Sites for Teachers
http://www.sitesforteachers.com/index.html 

Sites for Teachers, is a web site that has a listing of hundreds of educational websites rated by popularity.
Lantern Fish

http://bogglesworldesl.com/ 

Lantern Fish is a web site geared toward ESL and TEFL students and teachers. The link to food chain worksheets has some great printable resources for teachers.  

Science Class.Net
http://www.science-class.net/Teachers_Graphic_Organizers.htm 

Under the teachers resources links the graphic organizers on this page could be very useful for science lessons. Look under links for Ecology for graphic organizers regarding: Ecosystems Vocabulary, Biomes Web, and Food Chains.
Crayola

http://www.crayola.com/coloringcraft/craft/printer.cfm?id=478 

The Crayola web site has links to coloring pages, craft ideas, games, and products.
DLTK-Kids 
www.dltk-kids.com/animals/frogs.htm 

The DLTK-Kids web site has lots of good ideas for frog crafts and crossword puzzles or word searches. 
Solcomhouse

http://www.solcomhouse.com/frogs.htm 

The Solcomhouse web site talks about amphibians and specifically about frogs.  The web site has information on the frog life cycle and number of frog species in different countries. Also information about the causes of malformations in frogs is shown and listed on this web site as well. 

42 Explore

http://42explore.com/frogs.htm 
The 42 Explore pathfinder has wonderful links to web sites pertaining to information and activities concerning frogs. Web quests are among the many web based listings related to frogs available here. 

Read Write Think
 http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grade bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 

Read Write Think Lesson Links Below:
Animal Study: From Fiction to Facts Lesson Link
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/animal-study-from-fiction-286.html 
Frog Beyond the Fairy Tale Character: Searching Informational Texts Lesson Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/frog-beyond-fairy-tale-7.html 

Teaching Science Through Picture Books: A Rainforest Lesson Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-science-through-picture-31.html 

7

