6TH GRADE SCIENCE
Teacher: Mr. Zemke   Room: 126
Telephone: 374-3916
Email: jzemke@hanover.k12.in.us
General Information: Each student will receive a copy of the textbook and a workbook that can be taken home when necessary, but should be brought back for class daily.  Your child will also be able to access the textbook online at the following website 
www.connectED.mcgraw-hill.com. This website also contains study materials and quizzes to help your child study the subject matter.  Your child will also have a composition book and various worksheets that will be used.

Daily Activities: Your child will have homework, quizzes, chapter tests, and various other activities. All of these will be listed on a weekly basis on the Hanover website. You simply go to the site, choose Hanover Central Middle School from a dropdown of schools, then click on Teachers and find my name. Finally, click on my name and it will take you to my page. I will usually have the work listed on Friday for the upcoming week.  I will also encourage your child to view my page and write down daily assignments in their agenda.

Grading: Your child’s grade will be determined by averaging points from 5 categories. The Homework category (30%) will be an average of all daily assignments and notes that are graded. Some daily assignments may not be graded because they are for the purpose of reinforcement or practice.  The next category is Tests (25%) which include chapter tests and semester final exams. Projects (20%) are the next category which includes any class or individual project. We will have at least 1 project each quarter. The next category is Quizzes (15%) which include all shorter assessments over lessons. Finally, Labs (10%) will be done periodically to illustrate and extend what is studied in our textbook. Please check your child’s grades on Power School frequently. This is the best way to keep up with your child’s progress. You should also ask to see the graded papers because I will return them to your child. 

Science Content: The 6th grade science content is a mixture of 4 main areas; Scientific Inquiry and Processes, Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science. Students will spend 1 quarter with each of these areas. The specific topics studied within these areas will follow the State of Indiana Standards. Topics will be taught using a variety of methods and tools. There will be reading of the text, lecture and discussion, audio-visuals, lab activities, computer generated labs and research, worksheets, question and answer sessions, classroom games, and opportunities to write in the area of science. All instruction will help your child to be successful in 6th grade science and ISTEP.
Homework Policy: All work should be turned in on time. Work that is 1 day late will lose 25% of the total credit. Work that is 2 days late will lose 35% of the total credit. Work that is more than 2 days late will be given the grade of “0”, and it will be marked as a missing assignment on Power School. Finally, there will be a 10% grade reduction for a lost worksheet that has to be replaced. If a student is absent then he/she must make up the work that was missed during the time of absence. The student will have 1 day to make up the work for each day that he/she was absent.
