
By Brian Patrick
Federal Programs Director

Whiteriver Unified School District #20

WHITERIVER UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT:
SEPTEMBER 12, 2012

I. ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW
II. RESULTS
III.A-F LETTER GRADES
IV. WHAT NEXT?



I. ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW:
ARIZONA'S ASSESSMENTS

• AIMS High School
• Standards based
• Grades 10th-12th 
• Grades 3rd-8th 

• Stanford 10
• Norm referenced
• Grades 2nd-9th

• AIMS-A (for students with significant cognitive disabilities)
• Grades 2nd-12th



AIMS HIGH SCHOOL

• Students must pass Writing, Reading and Mathematics 
content areas of AIMS to graduate from high school.

• Students have at least five chances to pass AIMS
• Science is not included in the graduation requirement.



AIMS HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE

• Administered in the Spring
• 10th graders (based on cohort)
• 9th graders who are currently taking a life science course 

may opt to take in 9th grade
• No retests on Science



AIMS
• Administered in the Spring

• All students in grades 3rd-8th & 10th are tested on the AIMS:
• Writing (grades 5, 6, 7 only)
• Reading
• Mathematics 
• Science (grade 4 and 8 only)

• Nationally Standardized Test - Stanford 10
• Reading Comprehension
• Language
• Math



AIMS
3RD THROUGH 8TH GRADES AND 10TH

• AIMS portion scored using the FAME scale

• StandFord 10 Portion scored using percentile

-Exceeds the standard
-Meets the standard

          Passing

-Approaches the standard
-Falls Far Below the standard

          Failing



TEST SUPPORT MATERIALS
• Sources on the IDEAL website

• http://www.ideal.azed.gov
• Performance objective snapshots (PDF)
• Strand & Concept level quizzes (PDF)
• Formative assessment for learning item bank

• Grades 1st-10th

• Mathematics
• Reading
• Language Arts
• Science
• Social Studies

http://www.ideal.azed.gov/


TEST SUPPORT MATERIALS

• Sources on ADE website:
• http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/aims/Administering
• AIMS Student Guides
• AIMS Sample Tests
• AIMS Writing
• AIMS High School Released Items
• AIMS Science

http://www.ade.az.gov/standards/aims/Administering


AIMS  FALL HIGH SCHOOL (Jr./Sr. Retakes)
• October 23  Writing  
• October 24  Reading  
• October 25  Math 
 
SPRING AIMS 3-8 and AHS
• Feb. 25  Writing (10th grade and retakes 

11/12th)
• Feb. 26  Reading (10th grade and retakes 

11/12th)
• April 9  Math  (10th grade and retakes 

11/12th)
• April 10 Science    

WES, SME, CBE, CDJH:

•  April 15 Writing  (Grades 5, 6, 7)

             ”       Science   (Grades 4, 8)

• April 16  Reading/Math Part 1  (Grades 3-
8)

• April 17  Reading/Math Part 2  (Grades 3-
8) 

• April 18  Reading/Math Part 3  (Grades 3-
8)

 

• STANFORD 10   (2ND AND 9TH)

•  April 9   AHS (Reading, Math, Lang. Arts) 

• April 15  ELEMENTARY (Reading

• April 16  ELEMENTARY (Math, Lang. Arts)

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
2012-2013 DISTRICT TEST SCHEDULE
FALL—SPRING  



ANNUAL MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES
(OLD AMOS)



ANNUAL MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES (NEW AMOS)
• Reading and Math Proficiency



II. RESULTS: 

Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed) 



Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed) 



Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed)



Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed)



Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed)



Percent Proficient (Meet or Exceed)



WUSD District Comparison to Arizona Schools
Percent Proficient Reading/Math 2011-2012









 Title I Accountability
 Required by federal law
 One-year snapshot of 

student performance
 Components of evaluation
 AIMS scores
 Percent students assessed
 Attendance/Graduation 

rates

 Title III Accountability
 Required by federal law
 One-year snapshot of student 

performance and analysis of 
student growth

 Components of evaluation
 Percent of students 

reclassified
 Percent of students making 

English Language proficiency 
Progress

 Labels schools on a yes/no 
system

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION ACT (ESEA FEDERAL) 
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS



AZ LEARNS Overview
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III. A-F LETTER GRADES: 
FEDERAL AND STATE SCHOOL LABELS AND 
DESIGNATIONS

ESEA Status

• Tier I = Priority

• Tier II = Focus

• Tier III = Pre-Intervention 

• Reward
• Highly Progressing
• Highly Performing

AZ Learns New Labels
• A

• B

• C

• D

• F



RESULTS OF FILTERING OUR SCHOOLS THROUGH 
THE ARIZONA/FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS:

 Canyon Day Junior High School
 AZLEARNS…. *Grade F
 ESEA status…Tier I

 Alchesay High School
 AZLEARNS… Grade D
 ESEA status…Tier I

 LEA District
 ELL… Met 30% Reclass; Met Increased 

Grad Rate
 AZLEARNS…Grade D

 Seven Mile Elementary School 
 AZLEARNS… Grade D
 ESEA status…Tier I

 Cradleboard Elementary School
 AZLEARNS… Grade C
 ESEA status…Tier I

 Whiteriver Elementary School
 AZLEARNS… Grade D
 ESEA status…Tier III

*Canyon Day Junior High had a Grade D, Arizona Department of Education 
changed the grade to an F August 12, 2012

Tier I = Priority
Tier III = Pre-Intervention







2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE



2012 A-F LETTER GRADE









IV. WHAT NEXT?
 Continue to strengthen core classroom instruction through embedded 

professional development and transition to the new Arizona Standards
 Implement a Response to Intervention and Instruction (RTI²)model…identify 

students that would benefit from the model that; 
 Is a Tiered instructional approach
 Is conducive to Job embedded professional development
 Is Math and Reading focused
 Is Data driven 
 Is focused on instructional effectiveness
 Is parent friendly

 Develop tools to evaluate for effective instruction
 Implement a positive school culture through the Kids At Hope program.
 Prepare for Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC) 2014-2015


