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You’ve just passed fourth grade and school’s out for summer! Congratulations! Before you know it, you’ll be walking into our classes to begin your last year of elementary school. With that in mind, we’ve made a list of summer suggestions to help you prepare for your fifth grade year.

At Ward, we believe that teaching goes far beyond the classroom.  A student’s success requires a shared responsibility by students, teachers, parents, and the community.  We expect students to arrive at school prepared to learn each and every day.  Being prepared means having a positive attitude, self-discipline, homework completed, and the necessary school supplies. 
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Parent Communication:


Each night, students will be bringing home an agenda book with their assignments written down.  You will be responsible for signing this and their “Ward Log” daily.  Teachers will send graded papers home weekly or biweekly.  You will need to sign and return the graded papers report and keep the graded papers in a safe spot for SOL review later in the year.





Homework: Students will be assigned daily homework and studying. You should expect about 60 min of nightly homework that includes reading, math, science, social studies, and writing. Students are also expected to study nightly to reinforce concepts taught in class.





Math:  In mathematics, the key to your success will be whether or not you have mastered multiplication and division facts. Students are expected to know their multiplication and division facts coming into the fifth grade. 


We will continue with multiplication & division, place value through millions, decimals, fractions, measurement, elapsed time, and a lot more!  Please check out the VDOE website for a complete list of SOL’s.





Writing:  Suffice to say, you will be doing a lot of writing in fifth grade! Students are required to write in complete sentences using correct capitalization and punctuation. 





Science:  Science content in fifth grade includes physical science, life science, and earth science, plus a review of the fourth grade science curriculum. Our advice for summer science prep is simple: be curious. Science is all about asking questions and making discoveries.





Social Studies:  Fifth grade social studies focuses are Henrico County history and U.S. Geography. When you travel this summer, be sure to look around you and take in the changing landscape. Think about what makes your vacation spot different than Richmond, Virginia.





Important Reminders


-Keep reading every day!


-Make sure to practice multiplication and Division facts daily!!!


-Take advantage of opportunities at the local library.


-Explore Richmond’s fine museums, such as the Children’s Museum of Richmond or the Science Museum of Virginia! 


-Please arrive with ALL SUPPLIES the first week of school.  We will use them immediately and they are necessary for success!


-Please keep a good work ethic and a great attitude!  











