Vocabulary Warm-Up (Lesson 2)

Analogous (adj.): two or more items that are similar

Audacious (adj.): bold or daring; not restrained

Fortitude (noun): strength to face adversity

Resilient (adj.):  able to survive and rebound from difficult circumstances 

Conviction (noun): belief

Adversity (noun): misfortune or hard luck

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary.  Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. 

1. Never once did her __________ waver during the long battle with cancer.

2. Throughout an individual’s life, he or she must learn how to successfully cope with the ___________ that are encountered.

3. The priest had an unwavering ____________ for the words found in the Bible.

4. Race care drivers are ___________; they drive in close proximity to one another at very high speeds. 

5. Because both can be used to problem solve, a human brain and a computer are ___________. 

6. College students must be ___________ in their quest for a college degree. 

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

IC ; IC      Independent clause followed by a semi-colon followed by an independent clause. 

Example: The famous actor was audacious in doing his own stunts; he was also conceited about doing them, too. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Vocabulary Warm-up (Lesson 3)

Anecdote (noun): a short narrative of an interesting, amusing, or biographical incident

Malevolent (adj.): wishing evil to others; hostile, marked by desire to cause pain or distress to another

Precocious (adj.): exceptionally early in development –esp. in maturity

Plethora (noun): over-fullness; superabundance; a lot 

Gesticulate (verb): use gestures (movement of limbs) instead of or to reinforce speech

Discern (verb): to detect or recognize; make out

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary. Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. You may need to adjust the form of the word to make it grammatically fit the sentence.

1. Maybe it was nerves, or maybe it was just a habit, but the way the speaker ___________throughout the entire speech began to make me nervous.

2. Vampires are thought to be ____________creatures, but in the book series I’m reading right now, so far it looks like some species can be quite harmless to humans.

3. Although she never spoke a word, I could __________from the silent treatment my best friend was giving me that I had offended her.

4. “Don’t these teachers understand?” When they give us a___________of homework night after night, causing us to forfeit precious sleep, they shouldn’t be surprised when we doze off during class.”

5. Vera’s abilities to concoct a story so quickly—something others of her age never would have been able to do—demonstrates that she was a _____________child.

6. Mr. Nuttel wrote to his sister about his encounter with Vera and her crazy aunt, relating to his sister the frightening _____________ about the uncles and their fateful hunting trip.

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Sub. + Independent clause followed by a comma followed by an independent clause. 

Example: Although the author made many great comments in his essay, his poor use of grammar made them hard to discern. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view lesson 4

Vocabulary Warm-up (Lesson 4)

Condone (verb): to excuse or overlook an offense, usually a serious 
                             one, without  criticism

Imperative (adj.): absolutely necessary

Zealous (adj.): very eager; enthusiastic

Dire (adj.): dreadful; terrible

Fervent (adj.): having or showing great intensity of feeling,
                         passionate

Parsimony (noun): parsimonious; stinginess, stingy

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary. Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. You may need to adjust the form of the word to make it grammatically fit the sentence.

1. When faced with adversity, it is ____________to maintain a positive attitude if you want to stay happy and optimistic despite your misfortunes.

2. Although Della’s ____________ might have embarrassed her a little, the haggling over every penny did lead to $1.87 more than she would have had.

3. The young princess’s _________ love for the young man should prove to anyone that she would not have sent her lover to the door of the tiger!

4. The young princess’s father was almost too ____________ in his ruling of the kingdom because it caused him to be very narrow-minded in his thinking quite often.

5. It was partially due to her semi-barbaric ancestry and partially due to her personal interest in the outcome that allowed the princess to be in attendance at such a __________ event as the trial of her young lover.

6. Under no circumstances do I ____________the behavior of malevolent students who cause trouble in class, so I send them to Rausa.

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

IC: IC    Independent clause followed by a colon followed by an independent clause. (general to specific) 

Example: I believe it is imperative that you follow these directions: read the article, take notes, and write the essay. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view lesson 5 

Vocabulary Warm-up (Lesson 5)

Instigate (verb): to stir up or cause to happen

Prudence (noun): cautious, good judgment

Coveted (verb): desired strongly, wished for longingly

Impunity (noun): freedom from punishment, harm, or bad consequences

Infallibility (noun): the state of being incapable of making an error

Precariously (adverb): dangerously; insecurely

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary. Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. You may need to adjust the form of the word to make it grammatically fit the sentence.

1.  Never getting caught, the student cheated time and time again 
     with__________, until one day he got what he deserved. 

2.  Overcome by the sleek lines and flashy metallic paint job, the man 
     __________ his  neighbor’s sports car every time he saw it in the 
     driveway.

3.  Because of the tremendous fluctuations in the stock market, the 
     people understandably exercised ____________ before investing 
     their money.

4.  The expert was known for her apparent _______________because 
     she had never been known to make a mistake in her work.

5.  The mountain climber ascended the steep slope, 
      ____________________ walking on loose rocks along a narrow path 
      with a sheer drop to the canyon far below.

6.  Discontent with the present conditions, the people tried to 
      ______________ reforms by contacting their representatives in 
      Sacramento.

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Prepositional phrase followed by a comma followed by  an  Independent clause  or reverse it by beginning with an independent clause and ending with a prepositional phrase. (no comma between them).

Example: Inside the shadow-filled treasure chest of wonders, Brandon grabbed the coveted amulet. 

Or 

 Brandon grabbed the coveted amulet inside the shadow-filled treasure chest of wonders.

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Vocabulary Warm-up (Lesson 6)

Week 6

Oppress (verb): keep in subservience; govern; control; treat cruelly

Bigot (noun):   one who is intolerant of others

Nostalgia (noun): a sentimental yearning to return to the past 

Impartial (adjective): not biased; treating all equally

Impervious (adjective): not able to be affected or disturbed

Implausible (adjective): not believable; provoking disbelief

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary. Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. You may need to adjust the form of the word to make it grammatically fit the sentence.

1.  Everyone on trial is entitled to an __________________ jury to hear and evaluate the evidence fairly.

2.  In an effort to maintain power and increase his wealth, the dictator was often  known to ______________ his subjects, confining them to crowded camps and  taking huge portions of their wages.

3.  Entrenched in his own beliefs,  the ____________ became angry with everyone who disagreed with him.

4.  The flimsy excuse the student gave for not doing the homework seemed ______________ to the teacher.

5.  The elderly couple looked at their photographs with great ______________ because the pictures brought back so many wonderful memories of their youth.

6.  The huge line of our football team seemed _________ to any attack the opposing  team offered.

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Independent clause with an appositive phrase. 

Example:  Lucille Ball, the comedic actress from I Love Lucy, creates wonderful nostalgia for those who lived in the decades in which the show was aired. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 

Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view the next lesson.

Vocabulary Warm-Up (Lesson 7)

Disingenuous (adjective): crafty, not straightforward, sneaky

Solace (noun): comfort during a time of sorrow or disease

Unpretentious (adjective): modest; lacking pretention

Melancholy (Adjective): sadness, depression, gloom; thoughtful 
                                           reflection

Irresolute (adjective): unsure of how to act, undecided; indecisive

Malicious (adjective): with evil intent

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary.  Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. 

1. The _____________student misrepresented his grades and was thus given a chance to run for an ASB office when he should not have had that opportunity.

2. The killer looked at his victim with a __________gleam in his eye. 

3. After killing Tybalt, Romeo seeks ___________ in the church with Friar Lawrence. 

4. Growing more ________every hour, Janice wondered how she would ever be able to smile again after learning that her best friend would be moving to another state. 

5. When witnessing his best friend cheating on an assignment, Ken was ___________ about which course of action he should take to address the situation. 

6. The room was quiet and _____________; nothing like the location Barbara Walters expected the King of Siam to choose to give his interview. 

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Begin with an Adverb
Example:  Wisely, the old man spoke with a humble attitude to keep the malicious warrior from attacking the defenseless village. 
Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view the next lesson. 

Vocabulary Warm-Up (Lesson 8)

Tenacious (Adjective): that which holds together with strength

Pernicious (Adjective): causing insidious harm or ruin, hurtful or 
                                        fatal

Avarice (Noun): greed for riches, miserly desire to gain and hoard 
                           money

Contemptuous (Adjective): showing or expressing disdain, scornful

Petulant (Adjective): moved to or showing sudden, impatient,   

                                   irritation                                     

Ebullience (Noun): high spirits, exhilaration, exuberance

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary.  Based on the definitions given above, please identify which word to use in order to best complete the sentence. 

1. Because I have a _____________memory, I can tell you the birthdays and phone numbers of all my friends from the first grade to the present. 

2. The ______________ actress refused to sign a child’s autograph after he dared to sneeze in her presence, and when asked, couldn’t remember the title of her most recent movie. 

3. With a __________jingle of the car keys, the chauffer indicated the time had come to end the political conversation and drive the mayor to his home. 

4. A ____________rage causes Romeo to attack and kill Tybalt on the streets of Verona. 

5. The singer’s _______________was clearly seen by all when she was awarded her first Grammy on live T.V. 

6. King Midas, known for his extreme _____________, suffered when given the ability to turn all he touched to gold as he could no longer eat, drink, or embrace his family. 

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

The verb precedes the subject.

Example:  Underneath the brick bridge, lay the contemptuous troll. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view the next lesson.

Vocabulary Warm-Up (Lesson 9)

Impalpable (adjective): incapable of being perceived by the sense of 

                     touch; difficult for the mind to grasp easily
Taut (adjective): tense; emotionally or mentally strained 
Incredulity (noun): inability or unwillingness to believe

Cynicism (noun): distrusting or disparaging the motives of others; showing

                             contempt for accepted standards of honesty and morality
Skepticism (noun): inclined to doubt or question accepted opinions, ideas, 

                                 beliefs, etc.

Derision (noun): ridicule or mockery
The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary.  Based on the definitions given above, identify which word best completes the sentence. 

1. Because she was so angered by her daughter’s

_____________concerning the need to listen to rules and do well in school, she informed her daughter that she needn’t even think of planning for the prom. 

2. The relationship between the daughter and mother became even more ______________ after the daughter was grounded from the prom. 

3. The ____________ she received from her friends angered her even more, for she had never enjoyed being at the center of everyone else’s joke. 

4. All day she dwelled on her behavior and grades, but the thought of staying home on prom night was so ____________that she pushed it from her thoughts.

5. The prom date approached, and her _______________ grew so much that she decided to buy a prom dress anyway.  After all, it was her senior year.  How could her mom ground her from her last prom? 
6. Nevertheless, _______________ began to build in regards to her prom plans when her mother informed her that they would be flying out of state the weekend of the prom. 

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Use an appositive 

Example:  The purpose of life, an often impalpable question, is sought out by many people. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

Scroll down to view the next lesson. 
Vocabulary Warm-Up (Lesson 10)

Propitiate (verb): to make favorably inclined; appease; conciliate

Beguiled (verb): to influence by trickery; to take away from by cheating or 
                            deceiving

Rancor (noun): bitter resentment or ill will; hatred

Suppress (verb): to put an end to, especially forcibly; prevent from being 
                             done, seen, heard or known

Marginalize (verb): to make or treat as insignificant; minority cultures have 
                            often been marginalized by majority cultures  
     


Philanthropy (noun): concern for fellow humans, especially through gifts 
                           that encourage and promote social welfare

The following sentences will test your knowledge of contextual vocabulary.  Based on the definitions given above, identify which word best completes the sentence. 

1. The Montague and Capulet family’s ____________ goes back for so many generations that neither family even knows why they hate the other.
2. The Bill Gates’ Foundation is an example of ________________ as it helps and benefits humankind.
3. Although the Prince tried to _____________ the constant feuding between the Montague and Capulet families, it took the deaths of Romeo and Juliet to finally do it.
4. In The Pearl, the native culture was ________________ by their conquerors, the Spanish.
5. After Odysseus’s men killed the sacred cattle on Helios’s island, they tried to ____________ by offering Helios a sacrifice of his best cow 
     and a promise to build a shrine for his cattle when they returned home.
6. The Sirens _____________ men on passing ships with their beautiful voices and singing.

Sentence Pattern:  Write one sentence for each vocabulary word following the sentence pattern below. 

Begin with an adjective.  

Example:  Amused, the emperor decided to suppress the dissident’s sad attempts to silence his reign of terror. 

Write synonyms and antonyms for each vocabulary word. 
Synonyms: 

Antonyms:  

