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GRADE 3

Is Seeing Believing?

Why do people alter digital photos and videos?

OVERVIEW

The web is full of photos, and even videos, that are digitally altered. And it's often hard to tell the difference between

what's real and what's fake. Help your students ask critical questions about why someone might alter a photo or video

in the first place.

Students will be able to:

Lesson Snapshot Estimated time: 45 mins.

Warm Up: Rainbow Lemons 10 mins.

Analyze: Photo Fakes 20 mins.

Watch & Discuss: Unbelievable Videos 10 mins.

Wrap Up: Final Thoughts 5 mins.

Key Standards Supported

Recognize that photos and videos can be altered digitally.-

Identify different reasons why someone might alter a photo or video.-

Analyze altered photos and videos to try to determine why.-
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What You’ll Need

Spanish-language student and family resources available soon!

Take-home resources

LESSON PLAN

Key Vocabulary:

advertising

messages or photos that are made to persuade someone to buy a certain product

alter

to change the way something looks, sometimes using a computer or other digital tools

persuade

to cause someone to believe something

photo retouching

digital alteration of a photo to enhance the way someone looks (removing of wrinkles, clearing of skin, changing their

body, etc.)

Warm Up: Rainbow Lemons 10 mins.

1. Project the colorful lemon image on Slide 4 and say: Imagine that someone posted this photo of a lemon online.

Do you think the lemon is real or fake?

2. Hold a vote in your classroom on whether students think the photo is real or fake. Invite students from both sides

(real and fake) to explain their reasoning.

3. Say: This photo was indeed altered on a computer. Alter means to change the way something looks, sometimes

using a computer or other digital tools. Even if you added food coloring, a lemon wouldn't look like this. Another

way to say this is that it was "digitally altered." (Slide 5)

Lesson Slides-

Student Handout: Photo Fake, Example 1-

Student Version-

Teacher Version-

Lesson Quiz-

Student Version-

Teacher Version-

Family Tips-

Family Activities-

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3bec52efc7_0_11
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3bec52efc7_0_119
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tNb-Q7CSrkDxRBGG0ZHOCrbFJl4n0XsHkjJnsVylMEw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11llhta_2aONfsJIeEFYu7d5J4TJjZJowg52kFQVgXm4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PLwO8p6IOtkOqToRIMRUvWSC1KTwZnQOYzEtIWqrZX4/copy
https://www.commonsense.org/education/node/4649226
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-news-and-media-literacy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yldihO3NSv3h1FGoQ0Sjrh1RVlKiY7cSjWnHOnR0ye4/edit?usp=sharing
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4. Say: Why do you think this photo was altered this way? What was the person who altered it trying to accomplish?

Take turns sharing your idea with your partner. (Slide 6)

Invite students to share out their responses. Example responses might be to get your attention, to be creative, or to

make you believe something that isn't true.

5. Say: There are many reasons why someone might alter a photo or video. Sometimes people alter photos just to be

creative and to have fun. Other times, it's to make people believe something. This is called persuading. (Slide 7)

Show Slide 8 and say: One way to figure out why an alteration was made is to see how obvious the alteration is.

Sometimes, when it's really obvious, the goal is to entertain or to be creative, like this tiger-parrot on the left. When

it's not so obvious, sometimes the intention is more to persuade, like this image on the right. This isn't always the

case, but it can be a clue.

Analyze: Photo Fakes 20 mins.

1. Project Slide 9 and ask: What was altered in these photos? Why do you think they were altered?

Invite students to answer. Follow up by explaining to students that image 1 is an example of photo retouching,

which is when a photo is digitally altered to enhance the way someone or something looks.

2. Say: Photo retouching is often used in advertising, where photos of people are altered to make them look skinnier,

have clearer skin, or look younger. Advertisements are messages or photos that are made to persuade someone to

buy a certain product.

Consider following up by asking: Why would an advertiser make these types of alterations to an image?

3. Assemble students into groups of three to four and distribute a different Photo Fake Example handout to each.

It's OK for multiple groups to work on the same handout. Read the directions from one of the handouts aloud.

(Slide 10)

4. Explain to students that they'll have 10 minutes to work together, discuss the questions, and answer them. If

students are using handouts and having trouble seeing the photos, you can use slides 11-14 to project them.

5. Invite as many groups as time allows to share their answers and ideas with the class. Use the responses in the

teacher versions to support students in identifying what the alterations were and why they might have been done.

Watch & Discuss: Unbelievable Videos 10 mins.

Note: This activity includes two (very short) YouTube videos. If your classroom's access to YouTube is restricted,

consider downloading the videos beforehand so that you're able to show them easily during the lesson.

1. Ask: Now that we know that images can be digitally altered, have you ever seen a video that's been altered to

seem like it's something that it's not?

Invite students to share out responses.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3e1e8cd321_1_23
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3e1e8cd321_1_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3e1e8cd321_1_31
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3e1e8cd321_1_44
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3e1e8cd321_1_8
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3bec52efc7_0_213
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2. Show students the short video: How to Change Your Shirt by Zach King on YouTube. This video is very short -- less

than 10 seconds long. Be ready to pause and/or show the video multiple times to help students process what

they're seeing. (Slide 15)

3. Ask: How was this video altered? Why do you think Zach King created this video? Take turns sharing your ideas

with your partner.

Invite students to share out their answers.

4. Show students another video by Zach King, How to Hitchhike. This video is also very short. Offer students multiple

viewings to help them process what's happening. (Slide 16)

5. Ask: How was this video altered? Why do you think Zach King created this video? Take turns sharing your ideas

with your partner.

Call on students to share out their answers.

Wrap Up: Final Thoughts 5 mins.

1. Ask: We just saw lots of examples of photos and videos that were altered. And there were many different reasons

for those alterations. What do you think about altering photos? Is it OK to do? Does it depend on the type of

alteration? How so? Take turns sharing your ideas with your partner.

Invite students to share out their responses. Follow up by prompting them to include specific examples in their

responses, including how obvious the alteration is and what the end goal of the person doing the alteration is.

2. Have students complete the Lesson Quiz. Send home the Family Activity and Family Tips sheets.

Extension Activity:

Have students use Facetune or another airbrushing app to edit one of their selfies. Prompt them to reflect on what

alterations they made and why.

© Common Sense Media 2018. Lessons are shareable with attribution for noncommercial use

only. No remixing permitted. View detailed license information at creativecommons.org.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLcKDq5FpFk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3bec52efc7_0_260
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TttDafkNzWA
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16suGZ7CEG93IwcxSfieau_Q-yFwVGkmVXSyRgcPo7nI/edit#slide=id.g3bec52efc7_0_359
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PLwO8p6IOtkOqToRIMRUvWSC1KTwZnQOYzEtIWqrZX4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yldihO3NSv3h1FGoQ0Sjrh1RVlKiY7cSjWnHOnR0ye4/edit
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-news-and-media-literacy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

