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           Date

“Recognizing that children are our most important natural resource, Lee County Schools will strive to maintain a climate that promotes and nurtures educational excellence and creativity by inspiring high poverty, low-achieving students to meet challenging academic achievement standards.”  

Development of Plan

(A) Lee County Schools Title I Plan is developed in consultation with teachers, principals, administrators, other appropriate personnel and with parents of children in schools served under this part. Information is collected from each school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program, annual  parent, teacher and program surveys, SACS committee reviews, school advisory councils, input from the central office, and information from the system-wide Federal Programs Advisory Council. 
(B)  The Title I Plan will be reviewed and revised, as appropriate, on an annual basis by the system-wide Federal Programs Advisory Council. The plan, with all revisions will be authorized by the superintendent and approved by the Lee County Board of Education.
(C) Lee County Schools Title I Plan is available for review at each Title I school site, the central office, and the Lee County Schools webpage. The plan is also reviewed at each Title I school’s annual Title I meeting. 
Low Achieving Students Shall Meet Challenging Achievement and Academic Standards
(A) Lee County participates in all state assessments—Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy (DIBELS), SAT 10, Alabama Reading and Mathematics Test (ARMT), Alabama Direct Assessment of Writing (ADAW), Alabama Science Assessment (ASA), and the Alabama High School Graduation Exam (AHSGE).  Additionally, the district administers the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) to students in fourth and eighth grades in reading and/or math. Student progress is reported to parents describing basic, proficient and advanced levels of achievement.
Grades K-3 are assessed in DIBELS three times a year and are progress monitored according to the student’s needs.  Results from DIBELS are used to group students based on identified instructional needs.  Parents are informed of the progress of their children based on DIBELS results through conferences with classroom teachers and the principal, and the school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program.  Classroom teachers disaggregate DIBELS results and compare these results with SAT 10 disaggregated data for a comprehensive picture of subgroup populations within each class.  DIBELS results are used to group students within the classroom to meet their instructional needs in reading.  Students in fourth and fifth grades are given Running Reading Records or the S.T.A.R. test to assess student’s progress in reading in these grades.

Students in grades 3-8 are administered the SAT 10 assessment.  SAT 10 is a norm-referenced assessment that measures the progress of our students with the overall population.  In conjunction with SAT 10, Lee County Schools will also administer   criterion referenced assessments entitled the Alabama Reading and Math Test (ARMT) and the Alabama Science Assessment (ASA) that correlates with our courses of study and assesses students through open-ended questions.  This assessment will be administered to students in grades 3-8 (as designated by each individual assessment’s grade span).  SAT 10 and ARMT results are disaggregated by subgroup populations for the State, county, and each school and grade.  The results are used by classroom teachers and principals to identify instructional areas for improvement by grade, class, and individual student.  The results of SAT 10/ARMT and ASA (as appropriate) are shared with parents through the student report, at the Title I meeting at the beginning of each year, and through the school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program. 
The Alabama Direct Assessment of Writing is administered to students in 5th, 7th and 10th grade.  The ADAW measures students’ proficiency in different writing modes as well as grammar and mechanic usage.  This data is disaggregated into subgroup populations with the goal of closing existing gaps among the subgroup populations.  Results of this assessment are shared with parents through each school’s report card, at the beginning of the year Title I meeting, programs where each school discusses results of State assessments, and each school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program.    

The AHSGE is a criterion-referenced assessment based on 11th grade content course of study material.  Students in 10-12 grades are assessed with this instrument.  Results of this assessment are shared with students and parents shortly after each administration and through each school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program.  Results are disaggregated within subgroup populations in order to close the achievement gaps that exist within each

Results are used to give identified students additional intensive instruction in identified sub tests to ensure 90% passing rate for 12th grade students. 

Students with special educational needs participate in the State assessment program as directed by their IEP. Students either participate in state assessments with accommodations, without accommodations, or by completing the Alabama Alternate Assessment. Psychometrists conduct any other assessments needed for eligibility purposes.  

At the end of each nine week grading period, each student is reviewed for basic, proficient or advanced level of achievement status. An intervention plan for all students below grade level is required, implemented and monitored for the next nine week grading period. Students must receive a minimum of ninety minutes of reading instruction. Below level students must receive an additional thirty minutes of intervention strategies (TIER II) in the general education classroom. Students may receive additional intervention (TIER III) through additional research-based intervention programs. Current list available for review upon request.
(B) Another assessment used is S.T.A.R.  Accelerated Reader and Math assessments are used extensively in the elementary grades giving students the chance to read at their recreational level and thus practice reading.  Nine week and end of semester tests are administered in the secondary schools to measure student success and knowledge of content taught. Students in after-school tutorial programs, experience limited parental involvement, have numerous discipline referrals, have a disability, a Response to Instruction (RtI) plan, a Section 504 plan, a LEP/ELL plan, or have excessive absences or tardies are indicators reviewed by the school each nine week period to identify and assist low-achieving students to meet challenging achievement standards. 
(C) The district provides additional educational assistance to individual students assessed as needing help in meeting the State’s challenging student academic achievement standards by using Title I and Title II funds to reduce class size, allowing teachers more individual time with students.  After school programs are available to assist students with homework and to provide additional tutoring in specific skills.  Remediation teachers are employed through Title funds to provide additional reading instruction to students identified as struggling or intervention students. Intervention plans are developed, implemented and monitored for all students functioning below grade level. A Response to Intervention (RtI) team has been established at each school to assist students with behavior needs to become successful in an academic setting. Students have intervention plans, Section 504 plans, IEPs and LEP/ELL plans for implementation and monitoring. Teachers are provided with Curriculum Maps that pace instruction and provide instructional resources and teaching strategies to address students assessed as needing help in meeting academic achievement standards. Additional local funds are provided to schools through their Continuous Improvement Plans (CIP) program..
(D) Lee County Schools will coordinate programs for low-achieving students to meet challenging academic achievement standards with programs under Title II to provide professional development for teachers, principals and others through the Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program at each school. Annual survey, program evaluations, system report cards, state assessment information, personnel evaluations, and the Superintendent’s advisory groups assist in the identification of areas of focus that can be addressed by specific professional development activities. The school’s needs through the Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program drive professional development needs at the school and system level. Title II allocations are provided as either a district initiative or to each Title I school for research-based, on-going professional development inservice programs as determined by recommendations from the surveys and Federal Programs Advisory Council. Mentor classroom teachers located at each school also bridge the gap between student standards and professional development for teachers, school staff and central office personnel. Lee County Schools will be in compliance with Sections 1118 and 1119 of NCLB.
(E) Each school’s Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program will coordinate and integrate services with all agencies and stakeholders. A partnership has been developed between HeadStart and Lee County Schools to provide services to preschool students on the campus of Loachapoka Elementary School. Each school’s plan must describe how it will address Put Reading First, LEP/ELL students, Section 504 students, students with a disability, at-risk students, students below grade level, migratory children, neglected or delinquent youth, homeless and immigrant students. The Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program must describe how it will integrate various budgets to address needs of low-achieving students. The Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program requires each school to train faculty and staff (also parents) on the services to be provided. The program is reviewed at least three times a year for implementation and revision as needed. Monthly grade level/pod/departmental meetings help to ensure coordination and integration of services. Central Office representatives conduct periodic reviews with grade level/pod/departmental chairmen to discuss successes, areas of concern, coordination and integration of services, intervention strategies, instructional practices that are successful for all students, etc. 
(F) Lee County Schools will participate, if selected, in the State National Assessment of Education Progress in 4th and 8th grade reading and mathematics carried out under Section 411(b)(2) of the National Education Statistics Act of 1994.
(G) The poverty criteria used to select school attendance areas under Section 113 is the Free/Reduced lunch count, taken 20 days after September 1st,  

(H) Teachers, in consultation with parents, administrators, and pupil services personnel will identify eligible children most in need of services in targeted assistance schools under Section 1115. Students will be identified for Title I service based on a comprehensive review of numerous data sources (all state assessments, curriculum assessments, teacher assessments, observations, teacher recommendations, parent recommendations, administrator recommendations, attendance, tardies, discipline referrals, intervention plans (504, IEP, RtI, LEP/ELL), and report cards/progress reports). Students will be rank ordered according to review of indicators from highly at-risk to low incidence of at-risk. Services will be provided according to rank status.
(I) Lee County Schools will assure that schoolwide and targeted-assistance schools  provide various programs to their students. Counseling services, Health services and general pupil services are required. Teachers are assigned a mentor at the school and some teachers receive an additional mentor from the central office. University lab students and interns provide additional support to students throughout the school year. High schools include college and career awareness opportunities as well as career/technical programs. Extended day programs (before and after school) are provided as well as summer enrichment, tutorial programs and a summer Pre-K program. Enrichment programs are provided in second grade. Gifted Services are provided for grades 3-6. Software programs are provided for integration into the curriculum and community education programs. Student and staff recognition programs are implemented as well as partnerships with various community programs, institutions and businesses. Lee County Schools will be in compliance with Sections 1114 and 1115 of NCLB.
(J) Lee County Schools will ensure that migratory students and formerly migratory students, who are eligible to receive services under this part, will be selected to receive such services on the same basis as other children who are selected to receive services. All parents, upon registration of their children in Lee County Schools, complete an Alabama Employment Survey. The survey is reviewed by the Director of Federal Programs and forwarded to the State Department: Federal Programs Section, Migrant Program to determine eligibility In schoolwide programs, all students are assessed to determine a baseline of academic knowledge. Then, an aim-line is drawn to the grade level expectation for the end of the school year. Students receive intervention services if they plot below the aim-line or below grade level as reviewed at the end of every nine weeks. Intervention plans are written for all students, based on individual needs (which would include migratory or formally migratory needs), by either the classroom teacher or grade level/pod/department and implemented for a minimum of 4 ½ weeks before review. 
(K) Lee County Schools uses “in-kind” services to support Head Start with speech language and early childhood special education teacher intervention. Title I funds are available to support a summer Pre-K program by paying teacher salaries and/or providing transportation to and from school during the program. Loachapoka Elementary has a preschool classroom that contains non-disabled and disabled students from HeadStart and other community daycares/homes. Lee County Schools provides a teacher, aide, classroom space, and transportation for these students. 
(L)  Lee County Schools will assist low-achieving schools identified as in need of improvement by assisting school staff in the development of a school improvement plan. The school will also receive an instructional mentor from the central office to provide support in the development of the school’s CIP, review of data, facilitate data driven decision making, and support the use of research-based programs to fidelity (core and intervention). Additional funds will be allocated to the school for professional development. The central office will notify parents of school choice and supplemental services options. Instructional “walk-throughs” by central officer personnel will increase. Additional support will be provided to increase parental involvement in the school process. Provide incentives for voluntary transfers, provision of professional development, recruitment programs and other strategies that low-income students and minority students will be taught at higher rates than other students by highly qualified, experienced teachers. Support an increase in teacher and student attendance and maximize the use of instructional days. Lee County Schools will be in compliance with Section1116 of NCLB.
(M) Lee County Schools will implement public school choice and supplemental services by notifying the parents of all students in a school in need of improvement the schools academic status, and their options before the first day of school. The parents will be given a specific amount of time, a nine week grading period, to make a decision regarding school choice and supplemental services. In providing students the option to transfer to another public school, Lee County Schools will give priority to the lowest achieving children from low-income families. 
(N) Lee County Schools will meet the requirements for highly qualified teachers and paraprofessionals by setting aside an allocation to reimburse teachers and paraprofessionals who take and pass a college level course or assessment (ex. PRAXIS) to become highly qualified. Lee County Schools will not hire new teachers or paraprofessionals at Title I schools who are not already highly qualified unless the superintendent has requested, and received permission from the state department prior to employment.
(O) The Lee County Schools will provide services to homeless students. Transportation will be provided to school according to attendance areas. The school will work with the family to support the academic achievement progress of the student through the school counselor, parental involvement liaison, peer buddy, school nurse and student support team. The school will make sure the parents have assistance in completing a free/reduced lunch form application. Title I funds may be used to purchase school supplies or pay fees for students. Homeless students may enroll without proof of residency. Community agencies will be contacted to assist the family with physical needs and the school’s Adopt-A-School partners will be contacted to assist with job placement opportunities. Gina Ivey, system-wide social worker will assist the family unit in achieving permanent shelter arrangements. 

(P) Lee County Schools will maintain and implement a board approved Parental Involvement Policy/Plan (see copy of plan). Each school will have at least one parent educator to plan inservice sessions, coordinate volunteer programs, and involve parents on various school and system-wide committees. Lee County Schools provides parents with STI/Home and a webpage for easy access to information and their child’s academic progress. System-wide parent trainings are also offered throughout the school year. Lee County Schools provides a “set-aside” from our Title I allocation for parental involvement.(see Appendix A for Title I Parental Involvement Plan)
(Q) Implementation of Parents Right-to-Know provisions under Section 1111(h)(6) is completed by including a letter and request form in the student handbook, and registration packet. The information is also posted on the school webpage and sent home after the first week of school. (See Appendix B for parent letter and form).
(R) Lee County Schools will funds to after- and before-school programs, summer tutorial and enrichment programs, and summer pre=k programs by paying for teacher salaries, purchasing materials and supplies and providing transportation as appropriate. Each  program will be based on the unique, individual school climate needs and described in the Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP).
Statement of Support

The Lee County Schools Title I Plan supports the development, implementation, monitoring and revision of local schools’ Title I plans under the Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program.

APPENDIX

A

Lee County Schools

Districtwide Parental Involvement Policy

[Section 1118(a)(2), ESEA]
PART I: GENERAL EXPECTATIONS

The Lee County School System agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:

1. The school district will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of parents in all its schools with Title I, Part A programs, consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Those programs, activities and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.

2. Consistent with section 1118, the school district will work with its schools to ensure that the required school-level parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA.

3. The school district will incorporate this district wide parental involvement policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA.

4. In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, the school district and its schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extend practicable, in a language parents understand.

5. If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school district submits the plan to the State Department of Education.

6. The school district will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the one percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental involvement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 95 percent of the one percent reserved goes directly to the schools.

7. The school district will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition:

Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities: including ensuring-

a. that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning:

b. that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school:

c. that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;

d. the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA. 
PART II: DESCRIPTION OF HOW LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS WILL 

     IMPLEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS
1. The Lee County School System will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its district wide parental involvement plan under section 1112 of the ESEA:

· Involve parents on the System-wide Federal Programs Advisory Council

· Provide school PTO officers the opportunity to obtain input for policy from members

· Provide  parent educators the opportunity to obtain input from families in Title I, Part A attendance areas
· Provide  continuous opportunity for parental and community written  feedback and suggestions for annual review and revision

· Provide copy to ARISE foundation for suggestions and input for annual review and revision

· Provide copy to Adopt-A-School members for suggestions and input for annual review and revision

· SACS Parent & Community Advisory Council for Planning
2. The Lee County School System will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA:

· Participation on the Continuous Improvement Plan Committee that includes an opportunity to participate in monitoring a Continuous Improvement Program  a minimum of three times a year.

· Every parent in a Title I, Part A school will have the opportunity to complete an Evaluation for Schools checklist, based on the National PTA Standards for Parent/Family Involvement Quality Indicators, on an annual basis.

· Every parent in a Title I, Part A school will have an opportunity to complete a Parent Survey on an annual basis.
3. The Lee County School System may provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance:

· Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) program  with instructions and requirements for 

planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities

· Provide Title I, Part A schools with a copy of book entitled: Building Successful Partnerships: A    
              Guide for Developing Parent and Family Involvement Programs
· Designate and Support a Parental Involvement designee at Title I, Part A Schools
· Provide resources for parent use: books, videos, games, materials for Make-and-Take, etc.

· Support the development of Parent Resource Centers at Title I, Part A schools made available during the school day, through the extended day program and summer programs

· School/Parent Compacts
· Provide Title I, Part A schools with a copy of the following documents:

Teacher’s Guide to Parent and Family Involvement

Building Successful Partnerships: Overcoming Barriers

Building Successful Partnerships: Communicating

Building Successful Partnerships: Parenting

Building Successful Partnerships: Student Learning

Building Successful Partnerships: Volunteering

Building Successful Partnerships: School Decision Making and Advocacy

Building Successful Partnerships: Collaborating with Community

Faculty Survey
4. The Lee County School System will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies in Part A with parental involvement strategies under the following other programs: Head Start, Pre-K Summer Program, and Preschool transition by:

· Providing two inservice programs to parents a year on how to work with their  

               preschooler (ages 3 & 4) at home and prepare for a successful transition to school

· Opening the school Library/Media services to parents of preschool children

· Conducting a transition visit to the school in the spring of each year

· Assist parents in preparation for kindergarten enrollment in the spring of each  

              Year.
· Parental Involvement school designee serves as a liaison between parents and school
5. The Lee County School System will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of parents) its parental involvement policies.

· Annual review of school implementation of district wide policy at System wide   

              Federal Programs Advisory Council

· Review of parent and school survey results
· Input from Parental Involvement school designees
· School/Parent Compacts 
· Information from Parent Resource Centers
6. The Lee County School System will build the schools’ and parent’s capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically described below:

A. The school district will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A schools, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in this paragraphs:

· The State’s academic content standards

· The State’s student academic achievement standards

· The State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments

· The requirements of Part A,

· How to monitor their child’s progress, and 

· How to work with educators

  Provide Title I, Part A schools with a PowerPoint presentation and handouts to address all items listed above. Train a school designee to present the information during the school day, as part of a PTO/PTA program, Parental Involvement meeting, and during Statewide Parenting Day programs. Utilize outside agencies for parent training throughout the school year (ex., SEAC) as available. 
B. The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate to foster parental involvement by:

· Materials and training on strategies from Reading First

· Materials and training on strategies to improve five areas of DIBELS, AHSGE, ACT, etc.
· Materials and training on the Lee County Schools system-wide webpage and STI/Home
· Materials and training on general strategies to help improve achievement

· Materials and training on general ways parents can be more involved in their child’s school experiences.
C. The school district will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by:

· Providing annual training to teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff

· Providing materials on developing programs and overcoming barriers to developing stronger parental involvement programs

D. The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resources centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, by:

· Providing two inservice programs to parents a year on how to work with their  

                      preschooler (ages 3 & 4) at home and prepare for a successful transition to school

· Opening the school Library/Media services to parents of preschool children

· Conducting a transition visit to the school in the spring of each year

· Assist parents in preparation for kindergarten enrollment in the spring of each  

              year
E. The school district will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school and parent- programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand:

· All information will be translated in native language for any parent whose child qualifies under our system’s ESL/ELL program (optional for parents of students who list a language other than English as the primary language spoken in the home but have children who do not qualify for ESL/ELL services)

· Lee County Schools system wide and school webpage designs

· School Attestation
PART III:  ADOPTION
This Districtwide Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by input obtained from schools, parents and community by members of the Federal Programs Advisory Council.

This policy was adopted by the Lee County School System on August 9, 2005 and will be in effect until revised. The school district will distribute this policy to all parents in participating Title I, Part A children no later than the first day of each school year. 
This policy was revised by the Lee County School System on June 9, 2009 and will be in effect until the next revision. The school district will distribute this policy to all parents in participating Title I, Part A children no later than the first day of each school year. 

______________________________________________      __________________________

Signature of Authorized Official (Superintendent)

Date

APPENDIX

B

LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS
FOR PARENTS TO REQUEST THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THEIR CHILD’S TEACHER

(PRINTED ON LOCAL SCHOOL STATIONERY/LETTERHEAD)

Date

Dear Parents,
We are pleased to notify you that in accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, you have the right to request information regarding the professional qualifications of your child’s teacher.  Specifically, you may request the following:

●
Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

●
Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or licensing criteria has been waived.

●
The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree.

●
Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

If you would like to receive this information, please complete the top portion of the enclosed form, and return the form to your child’s school.  Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me and I will be happy to assist you.
Sincerely,

_________________________

Principal

LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Parents Right-To-Know ● Request Teacher Qualifications
 Title I, Part A, Section 1111(h)(6), No Child Let Behind Act of 2001, Public Law 107-110 

I am requesting the professional qualifications of  ____________________________________________

who teaches my child,  _________________________________  at  _____________________________
                                                               Child’s Name (Please Print)                                               School (Please Print)

My mailing address is __________________________________________________________________

                                                    Street (Please Print)                                          City                                            Zip

My telephone number is _________________________________________.

My name is ___________________________________________________.

                                         Name (Please Print)

__________________________________________________          _____________________________

                                              Signature                                                                                                       Date

This Section to be Completed by School/Central Office

Date Form Received:   ____________________________  Received by:  __________________________
Teacher’s Name:  ___________________________________   Subject: ___________________________
Has the teacher met state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which 
he/she teaches?

Yes



 No




Is the teacher teaching under emergency or other provisional status?








 Yes



 No


Undergraduate Degree     _____________________________________________
(University/College)
         Major Discipline     _____________________________________________
Graduate Degree
            _____________________________________________
(University/College)

         Major Discipline     _____________________________________________  


Does a paraprofessional provide instructional services to the student?






      __________
 Yes

     __________ No

If yes, what are the qualifications of the paraprofessional?

High School Graduate
  
    
      (Year)

Undergraduate Degree
___________________________________  (University/College)   
   

      Major/Discipline     ___________________________________

College/University Credit
  ______________  (Hours)

Major/Discipline            ___________________________________
________________________________________________________            ______________________

                                   Signature of Person Completing Form                                                                  Date Returned to Parent

LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS

NOTIFYING PARENTS THAT THEIR CHILD’S TEACHER IS NOT HIGHLY QUALIFIED

(TO BE PRINTED ON LOCAL SCHOOL STATIONERY/LETTERHEAD)

Date

Dear 

_______________ School is proud to provide your child the best possible educational experiences.  To that end, we seek to employ the most qualified, competent, and caring professional and support staff to work with your child all day, every day of the school year.

All of our teachers graduated from colleges or universities that were accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or a comparable regional accrediting agency in another part of the United States.  Further, all of our teachers participate in a rigorous teacher evaluation program approved by the Alabama Department of Education.  After each evaluation, all teachers are required to participate in annual professional development activities that include enhancing their teaching skills, course knowledge, and may include other topics such as child/adolescent development or classroom management skills.

On January 8, 2002, President George Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and made the law applicable to both experienced and new teachers.  The law contained a revised definition of teachers who are “highly qualified.”  This law placed additional emphasis on subject-matter or content knowledge of the teacher as demonstrated to the state and local departments of education.  The law requires all teachers to meet the revised federal definition of “highly qualified,” and it also requires that we notify you if your child’s teacher has not yet met this revised definition. 

As of the date of this letter, your child’s teacher, Mr./Ms. ____________, has yet to complete every requirement of the revised federal definition of “highly qualified.”  He/She is, however, currently working to meet the requirements, and we have full confidence in his/her ability to teach effectively in the current assignment.  
If you have any questions regarding the qualifications of Mr./Ms. ___________, please feel free to contact Michelle Washington, Director of Personnel at 334.745.9770.  For additional information about the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 or any other public school-related matters, please visit the Alabama Department of Education’s Web site at www.alsde.edu.
Sincerely,

___________________________________
Principal

