
 
Language Arts: 

We completed our first unit in our Treasures curriculum and started our 
first fourth grade novel. The students started reading, Because of Winn 
Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. All students are reading this text. I have included 
a link about the story and the author below. There is also information 
about Because of Winn Dixie on Edmodo. 
 
http://www.katedicamillo.com/books/bowd.html 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure sharing this story with the kids. Winn 
Dixie has a way of making his way into everyone’s heart. The themes of 
unconditional love and acceptance are perfect for this age group.  
 
Our comprehension focus as we read is sequencing. We are using a Flow 
Map to help us organize our thinking. There are 26 chapters in this novel 
and the Flow Map helps the students keep track of what is happening in 
the beginning of the novel, the middle of the novel, and the end of the 
novel.  
 
Next week I will incorporate more group discussion with the kids. We will 
work on discussing in a structured and meaningful way. This will allow 
students to think deeply about the text and to provide evidence-based 
answers.  
 
Next week we will also review all the skills, vocabulary, grammar and 
spelling that we have learned in Unit 1. On Friday of next week we will 
take the Treasures Unit 1 assessment. We will use that data (in addition 
to MAPS and the DRA) to set Language Arts goals for your students at 
conferences.  
 
In spelling we worked with the long o vowel sound. After reviewing 
assessment data and student work, I will continue with the challenge- 
spelling contract. I asked the students what they prefer…traditional 
exercises or the contract. An overwhelming amount of students preferred 
the opportunity to have choice in their learning.  
 
In grammar we reviewed run-on sentences.   
 
In writing, we completed a student centered Imaginative Narrative. This 
next week I will teach the students how to write a Personal Narrative. 
The way I will do that is through mini-lessons and small group instruction.   



 
Math: 

WOO-HOO! 100% of Room 20 students earned an A on their chapter 3 
open-ended math assessment over adding and subtracting large 
numbers. This is great. Not only did the kids earn A’s, they did so by taking 
an open-ended math assessment. There was no multiple choice. They had 
to come up with the answer! FANTASTIC! 

 
Well, after six weeks…we are officially “flipping” the math classroom. Let 
me give you a sample schedule of what our math week will now look like. 
We have worked in small flexible math centers for the past few days and 
the kids are doing GREAT! 
 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 
Classwork: 

 
Whole group 
instruction on 
Word Problems 
 
Students create 
Educreations 
presentation 
(finish throughout 
week) 

 
Formative 
Assessment over 
4.3 
 
Based on data: 
Reteach or 
Practice WB 4.3 
 
Math Centers  

 
Formative 
Assessment 
over 4.4 
 
Based on data: 
Reteach or 
Practice WB 4.4 
 
Math Centers  

 
Formative 
Assessment 
over 4.5 
 
Based on data: 
Reteach or 
Practice WB 4.5 
 
Math Centers  

 
Assess or 
present 
Educreations 
word 
problems 
 
 

 
Homework:  

 
Flipped Lesson 
4.3, Guided 
Practice 4.3 in 
hard math book 

 
Flipped Lesson 
4.4, Guided 
Practice 4.4 in 
hard math book 

 
Flipped Lesson 
4.5, Guided 
Practice 4.4 in 
hard math book 

 
Flipped Lesson 
4.6, Guided 
Practice 4.6 in 
hard math book 

 
NO 
HOMEWORK! 

 
Social Studies: 

This week we shared our travel brochures. I know that was a difficult 
project for some of the kids. The first time you introduce a rubric to a 
student and their family can be difficult. They can seem confusing and 
vague.  
 
I can promise you that the hardest part is behind the kids and you . The 
beauty of a rubric versus just awarding an A or a B is that I can give 
specific feedback to a student and let them know why they earned a certain 
grade.  
 
Our next unit of study is titled, “The First Californians.” Students will 
be assessed using an i-Movie Project. They chose that over a traditional 
assessment. I am very proud of their decision. It shows that they are 
valuing the opportunity to create and evaluate above fill in the blanks or 
matching. Go Room 20! 
 
I am in the process of creating that rubric…making sure that I take into 
account the technology and allowing for planning checklists and 
technology mini-lessons. As soon as I have that rubric finalized, I will pass 
it out to the students with a due date.  
 



Please remember that I will give a copy of this assessment far in advance of 
the initial teaching. It is part of my “backwards planning”-thinking with 
the end in mind. So, “YES” the first week they are working with this 
content the i-Movie will seem confusing. Every day we work with the first 
Californians will be easier for the students.  
 

Science 
This week we worked with food webs and microorganisms. Next week we 
will participate in review activities about Living Things. I AM MOVING 
OUR ASSESSMENT DATE FROM NEXT FRIDAY TO THE FOLLOWING 
THURSDAY (October 10, 2013). Although we are scheduled to assess, I 
am uncomfortable with the students taking a district Treasures Unit 1 
assessment in the morning and then having to take the Science 
assessment in the afternoon. I would rather postpone a week and give the 
students the opportunity to be successful. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
o We continue to work with the character trait: respect 
o VOLUNTEERS: I know many of you have been waiting for more 

information about volunteering. I will be contacting you this next 
week with more information. Now that we have reading and math 
centers in full swing, we can really use you and your expertise! 
Thank you for your patience! 

o 10-8-13   School Pictures in the pm 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
Parents, so many of you have contacted me wondering what has happened 
to the sweet child you dropped off to kindergarten several years ago. 
Those of you who have older children realize fourth grade is a time of 
change. And to be a fourth grade at the top of the school can make for even 
more changes. I thought I would add a link that might give you a little more 
perspective as to what your kiddos are going through.  
 
Take it or leave it. Just wanted to share: 
http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/sites/default/files/et4intro.pdf 
 
 

KUDOS: 
o Congratulations to ROOM 20! Their achievement is correlated to 

how much effort they are putting into their schoolwork! 
 

Have a restful weekend! 
Mrs. Dart 
 
 


