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English-Language Development in Transitional 
Kindergarten: 

Listening and Speaking 
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Objectives 
• Gain understanding of key concepts from the California 

Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1  and the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 1—
English Language Development domain, Listening and 
Speaking strands.

• Observe, read, and discuss the developmental 
continuum for listening and speaking to guide instruction 
and learning in transitional kindergarten (TK).

• Practice using the Preschool Learning Foundations and 
Preschool Curriculum Framework to intentionally plan 
developmentally appropriate, cultural, and inclusive 
strategies that promote the development of skills, 
knowledge, and behaviors related to language and 
literacy development.
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When I Return to the 
Classroom…
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Who Are 
English Learners?

• “Children whose families 
use a language other 
than English at home

• Children whose primary 
or first language is a 
language other than 
English”
(PLF, Vol. 1, p.103).
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What Does This Mean for Us?
 “…[We] must take into 
consideration how young 
children whose home 
language is not English 
negotiate learning in all 
content and curricular 
areas” (PLF, Vol. 1, p. 103).
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“Teachers of TK 
students recognize 
the value of 
diversity and show 
respect for each 
child’s home culture
and language…” 
(TK Guide, p. 55).
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Recognizing, Valuing, and Respecting
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CDE Publications and Resources that 
Support TK Implementation
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• Preschool Learning Foundations
• California Common Core State Standards
• English–Language Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools 
• Preschool Curriculum Frameworks
• English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework
• DRDP Specific to TK and K
• Preschool Alignment Document
• Preschool English Learners Guide
• Transitional Kindergarten Implementation Guide

Preschool Learning 
Foundations

Preschool Alignment 
Document

California Common Core 
State Standards

English-Language Arts 
Content Standards for 

California Public Schools

Preschool Curriculum 
Framework

English Language 
Arts/English Language 

Development Framework

Transitional Kindergarten 
Implementation Guide

DRDP Specific to TK and K

Preschool English 
Learners Guide
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A Little Advice from Yogi Berra:

“The expert in anything was once a 
beginner.”

Yogi Berra
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Two Truths and a Myth: 
English Learner Edition

•Find Handout 2: Two Truths and a Myth.
•Choose a “Hello” language card from the middle 
of the table.

•Seek out someone with the same “Hello” 
language card. (This is your partner.)

•Work through the handout with your partner.  
•Return to table groups with completed handout.  
•Compare handout answers with groupmates and 
come to a consensus. We will go over the correct 
answers when all table groups are ready.
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Three Guiding Questions

What are the 
developmental 
progressions of 

English-
language 

development for 
listening and 

speaking?

What are the 
developmentally

appropriate 
strategies that 

support English-
language 

development?

How can I 
incorporate 

these strategies 
into my existing 

classroom?
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English-Language Development: 
 Listening and Speaking
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Why Use the Preschool Learning
Foundations for TK?

CA Law (EC 48000):
• Transitional kindergarten is the first year of a 

two-year kindergarten program that uses a 
modified kindergarten curriculum that is age and 
developmentally appropriate.

• Transitional kindergarten programs are intended,
by legislative action, to be aligned to the 
California Preschool Learning Foundations 
developed by the California Department of 
Education.



Foundations and Framework, Volume 1
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Preschool Learning Foundations

• Describe what 
children should be 
able to do at around 
48 and 60 months

• Assumes children 
have access to 
appropriate support 
and high quality 
programs
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Map of the Foundations
English-Language Development
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Domain

Strand

Substrand

Foundation 
Focus

Examples

Level
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Based on Language Development: 
Beginning, Middle, and Later

18



©2017 California Department of Education

 Foundations

Listening
• 1.0 - Children listen with 

understanding.

Speaking
• 1.0 - Children use 

nonverbal strategies to 
communicate with others.

• 2.0 - Children begin to 
understand and use 
social conventions.

• 3.0 - Children use 
language to create oral 
narratives about their 
personal experiences.
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English Learner Support
20

English-
Language 
Development 
Foundations

Language and 
Literacy  
Foundations

Home Language
Development

English-
Language 
Development
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Language and Literacy Development Is Integrated 
with English-Language Development in the 

ELA/ELD Framework
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Focused Video Viewing: Part 1

• Read the level descriptions on pages 107-108 of
the Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1.

• Notice the developmental shifts between the 
stages.

• Identify your table tent level: beginning, middle, 
or later.  
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Focused Video Viewing
Watch the video and note details about your 

developmental level.
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Video Debrief

• Come to a group consensus on what key 
points and types of skills were illustrated in
the video for your level. 

• Be prepared to share-out.
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Stages and Levels
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Key Features of the DRDP-K (2015)

• An observation-based assessment tool, 
not a test

• Individual child assessment
• Completed by each child’s teacher
• Based on developmental research and theory
• Includes developmental sequences of behaviors 

along a continuum
• Spans the developmental continuum of children in a 

two-year kindergarten program
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DRDP-K (2015) English-Language 
Development Measures

• ELD 1: Comprehension of English (Receptive
English) 

• ELD 2: Self -Expression in English 
(Expressive English) 

• ELD 3: Understanding and Response to 
English Literacy Activities 

• ELD 4: Symbol, Letter, and Print Knowledge 
in English 
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ELD 1: Comprehension of 
English (Receptive English) 

• Consider the later level of
the foundation. 

• If a child is at that level, 
how do you know what 
their next steps will be?

• The DRDP-K can provide
the developmental 
continuum between the 
latest foundation and the 
end of the TK year.
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Assessment Approaches

• Observe over time in 
multiple settings

• Utilize a team approach
• Focus observations 

based on curricular goals 
and expectations

• Include family members 
to understand a child’s 
language experience and 
usage
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Code Switching
“Accept code switching as 
normal” 
   (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 181).
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Code Switching Quiz
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Focused Video Viewing: 
Foundation Later Level, ELD 2.1
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Focused Video Viewing 
Reflection

• What behaviors did you notice that you 
see in your TK Classroom?
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ELD Continuum

Extent of Linguistic Support
Substantial                                 Moderate                                    Light

English Language Development Standards: 
ELD Proficiency Levels

Use appropriate scaffolding strategies for each level of
the ELD continuum to help English learners.

34

Emerging Expanding    Bridging
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Let’s Look at What We Have so 
Far

1. Think about what is resonating with you 
today. 

2. What can you do with the information you
have garnered so far? 

3. Partner with someone you have not yet 
talked with today and exchange thoughts 
about this prompt. 
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When I Return to the Classroom…
36



©2017 California Department of Education

Three Guiding Questions

What are the 
developmental 
progressions of 

English-
language 

development for 
listening and 

speaking?

What are the 
developmentally

appropriate 
strategies that 

support English-
language 

development?

How can I 
incorporate 

these strategies 
into my existing 

classroom?
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Focused Video Viewing: 
What Developmentally Appropriate Strategies 

Did You Observe?
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Focused Video Viewing 
Reflection

• What developmentally appropriate 
strategies did you observe?

• Look again at Handout 7: English-
Language Development Strategies and 
check off any strategy used by a teacher 
in the video. 
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Resources to Support 
English-Language Development in TK
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Curriculum Framework:
Strategies to Enrich Learning Opportunities

• Planned learning 
opportunities 

• Routines, environments, 
and materials

• Building on children’s 
knowledge, skills, and 
interests

• Linguistically appropriate 
and culturally meaningful
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ELD Guiding 
Principles

The guiding 
principles are 
overarching values 
and beliefs 
developed to assist 
teachers in their 
work with students 
who are English-
language learners.

42

©2017 California Department of Education



©2017 California Department of Education

Foundations and Framework 
Alignment
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Interactions and Strategies: Children
Listen with Understanding
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Interactions and Strategies for 
Speaking
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Environment and Materials

“The learning 
environment allows 
English learners to feel 
safe, and secure while 
acquiring a new language
and promotes enriched 
language interactions” 
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 181-182).
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Creating Supportive 
Environments
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Provide Space
“Provide space where 
teachers and other 
adults can interact 
individually…”                
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 183).
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Small Groups
 

“[Small groups 
enable]
individualized 
responsive 
language 
interactions in 
both English and 
their home 
language” 
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 183).
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Print

“Make clear 
signs and 
explicit picture 
cues for 
interest areas” 
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 183).
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Interactions and Strategies for 
Listening and Speaking
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Snapshot 3.2. Goldilocks and the Three Bears: 
Integrated ELA and ELD in Transitional 

Kindergarten 
1. Find and read 

Snapshot 3.2.
2. Underline the ideas 

you may want to 
replicate.

3. Be ready to share.
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 Transitional Kindergarten 
Implementation Guide

The TK Implementation Guide
is a resource for California 
public school district 
administrators and teachers 
to support implementation of 
comprehensive TK programs.
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Bringing It All Together:
Engaging Families

“When the home 
language and culture
are viewed as assets
and resources, it 
becomes the 
foundation for 
enhanced learning”
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 185).
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Three Guiding Questions

What are the 
developmental 
progressions of 

English-
language 

development for 
listening and 
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When I return to the classroom…
• What do you want to remember?
• What new strategies do you plan to use to 

support students English-language 
development? 

• What changes or additions will you make 
to your classroom environment?

• What new resources can you use to 
support your work in TK?
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When I Return to the Classroom…
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Barking Fish
58

Barking Fish

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9p1hYnFYME
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Thank you for coming!
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Remaining slides are optional
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Make 
and Take
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Digging Deeper into Strategies
62



©2017 California Department of Education

Cultural Context of Learning

“When the home 
language and culture
are viewed as assets
and resources, it 
becomes the 
foundation for 
enhanced learning”
(PCF, Vol. 1, p. 185).
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Let’s Sing 
Tortillitas Para Mama!

Tortillitas para Mamá 
Tortillitas para Papá

Calentitas para Mamá
Duraditos para Papá
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Talk and Teach

• Talk and come up with a similar activity 
using these strategies. Double check that 
it has: 
– Repetitive refrain 
– Movement
– Meaningful vocabulary

• Join another group and teach them the 
activity.
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