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Room
403






Class Website: http://vrms-tvusd-ca.schoolloop.com/
Text: McGraw Hill California Studysync (consumable textbook)
Website:  https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com
Materials:  

· 1 Black Composition Book– college Rule, 100 sheets
· Scissors 
· Highlighters  - (yellow, pink, blue, green)

· Glue sticks (at least 2)

· Small Post-its for annotations (1 3/8 x 1 7/8)
· Student ID (Replacement in office for $5)

· To borrow a supply, you must leave your student ID
Technology:

We are using a 21st century book that is technology based.  Students will need computer access.  Computers are available in the school library that they may use before school, break, lunch, and after school.  It is open Monday-Friday 7:45-3:45.
· A working printer (They are also available in the library)
· Apps/programs needed  INFINITE CAMPUS, GOOGLE CLASSROOM, REMIND, STUDYSYNC
Units of Study Which Includes Writing Pieces: 
             Unit 1 –Suspense!  (Narrative) August-October

Unit 2 – In a Time of War (Argument) October - December
             Unit 3 – A Moral Compass  (Literary Analysis)  January - March
             Unit 4 – Civil War (Explanatory)  March - June 
Core Literature:  
Lord of the Flies by William Golding (August-October)
The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett (October-December)
Nothing but the Truth by Avi
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave by Fredrick Douglass
Independent Reading Books: Students are expected to read independent novels (in a particular genre). The novel must be 200 pages or more (unless otherwise approved) and at their reading level.  The 8th grade lexile level is 820L to 1140L.  
Grading Scale:

40% Writing Assessment 40% Reading Assessment 10% Language/Speaking 10%Homework 
Retake Policy: 
Students will be allowed the opportunity to improve their score on some assessments and essays (end of unit assessments, semester finals, and final essays cannot be redone).  Any student not showing proficiency in an assessment or essay, will be asked to redo it by the teacher.  Students MUST complete a retake sheet and complete within 2 weeks.
1. Go to the office and take the pink slip with you

Retakes are    Tuesday and Friday   7:15 (before school) or 2:24 (after school) OR Tuesday and Friday Both lunches
Absent Work/Make-ups:
Students will have 2 weeks to make up absent work and tests.  Be sure to check the class website and also the board in the back of the room for what was missed.  Digital copies can be downloaded and printed.  Hard copies can be found in a file in the classroom.  Make sure you turn all work into the white drawers.  ALWAYS WRITE ABSENT ON THE TOP BEFORE TURNING IN.
Class Rewards:

Students will be given tickets for excellent behavior and accomplishments.  Each month a name will be drawn and a reward will be given.  The rewards must be used before the next raffle.  

Classroom Jobs:  

Some students will be given the incredible opportunity to hold a classroom job.  Each Friday they will be given a ticket for volunteering which will be used in the raffle.

No Name Papers: Papers turned in without a name will be placed in the “no name” area. The “no name” area may be checked before and after school but should not be checked during active learning time.  Turn it into the WHITE DRAWERS WITH NO NAME WRITTEN ON THE TOP.

Electronic Devices: Students are permitted to use their electronic devices (phones, e-readers, tablets, etc.), with teacher permission, for educational purposes.   Devices must be kept flat on the desk so that their screens are visible at all times. Otherwise, according to school policy, “if a cell phone is in view or rings during school hours it will be confiscated by an adult and turned into the front office. The cell phone must then be picked up by a parent.  Cell phone violations will result in disciplinary action.”

Academic Honesty: Students who engage in plagiarism and/or cheating will receive a zero for the assignment and face possible disciplinary action. If two or more assignments are handed in with the same answers, all involved will receive zero on that assignment. The bottom line, don’t copy and don’t cheat. Mrs. Earle will discuss with the students how to cite sources and avoid plagiarism in their writing.  Do not cut and paste and turn it in as your own, it is cheating!

Classroom Rules

There is one rule in my class.  Always live “above the line.”  Students who live “above the line” follow the 5 pillars:
· Personal Responsibility

· Respect

· Integrity

· Determination

· Excellence
Tardy Policy: Students who are not in their assigned seat and ready to work when the bell rings are considered tardy to class.  This will be marked in their attendance record.  Disciplinary action will be taken if students are habitually tardy to class (5 or more).
Bathroom Policy: Students should use the bathroom during passing period, break, and lunch. Students are encouraged to use the bathroom on their own time instead of missing classroom instruction.  Students must sign out for the bathroom and take a pass with them.
Eating, Drinking and Gum, Oh My! Vail Ranch has a huge ant problem; therefore, there is no eating, drinking or gum chewing allowed in class. Only clear, unflavored water will be permitted. Any food, beverage (other than water) or gum will be thrown away.   If gum is chewed in class, students will be reported to the front office (Vonice Hersey) and serve a “gum club”detention.  Repeat offenders will face disciplinary action.

Tutoring:  The Temecula Public Library offers tutoring through their Technology Homework Center.  
                                  Monday – Thursday:  3:00 pm – 6:00 pm                   Sunday:   1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Technology Homework Center (THC) has 24 computers available to K-12 students.  Students can access library informational databases, use Microsoft Office Applications and search the Internet. Please bring a flash drive if you need to save your work. Printing is available.Tutoring services are also provided by qualified high school student volunteers.  No prior sign up is necessary. Sessions are given in a small group setting, and are free to K-12 students. The focus is on core course subjects such as English and Mathematics. Please check the weekly schedule for tutor availability. A weekly tutoring schedule is posted at http://technologyhomeworkcenter.wikispaces.com, as well as at the Technology Homework Center. The schedule is subject to change.
