Course Syllabus 2013-2014




       Stottlemyer, Room B-3

Language Arts/Social Studies Block





    

Welcome to 7th grade and Tumwater Middle School!  This course outline offers a brief overview of curriculum and classroom expectations for Language Arts and Social Studies Block.  Please read and review it carefully, as the information is important and pertains to the entire school year.

Block Course Description
In Social Studies, we will learn about the medieval world.  The word medieval refers to the period between ancient and modern times.  Units of study include: Europe in the Middle Ages, Western Religions, The Rise of Islam, Culture and Kingdoms of West Africa, Imperial China, Japan during Medieval Times, and Civilization of the Americas (Maya, Aztec, & Inca). 

The focus in Language Arts is literacy—reading with understanding and writing with purpose and clarity.  Our literature text includes an assortment of fiction and non-fiction selections that are interesting and engaging for students of all backgrounds and learning styles.  Each story includes an assortment of related activities and assignments that teach reading strategies, improve writing, and reinforce grammar and vocabulary.  Fun!  Additionally, we will engage in a variety of writing activities almost EVERY day.  Finally, you will enjoy writing essays and stories in both language arts and social studies. Writing will be taught using the five steps of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. 

Daily Reading
Students are required to bring appropriate, parent-approved reading material to class each day. Any genre (i.e. non-fiction, fiction, biography short story, poetry, newspaper, and magazine) is acceptable.  Students will maintain a weekly reading log to document time spent outside of class reading.
Daily Required Materials
· Some type of subject organization system: Either a 1.5-3” binder w/ subject dividers labeled: language arts and socials studies (your binder, of course, can be used for classes other than block) OR use a folder system and have 2 pocket folders (one for language arts and one for social studies). Please keep in mind that any organization “system” will probably need some parent help in tweaking and re-organizing throughout the first year of middle school. (
· loose leaf paper (college rule preferred)
· pencils/pens (blue or black)
· appropriate, parent-approved reading material 
· TMS Student Planner
Helpful but Not Required Materials (Prioritized 1 most important, 8 least important. Students do not need these items to be successful!)
1. colored pencils (12+ colors)
2. highlighters ( 3 colors used in writing)

3. glue sticks (2-3 for year)
4. USB stick/jump drive (inexpensive; does not need a lot of memory)
5. scissors 
6. mechanical pencils & extra graphite
7. white out
8. tissue for shared classroom use
· PLEASE no permanent pens (

Classroom Expectations

	Students are expected to show Firewolf P.O.W.E.R. at all times. 
	If students choose not to meet these expectations, the following steps will be taken:



	              Pride
	1. warning

	              Ownership
	2. time out with reflection form

	              Warmth

              Encouragement

              Respect

	3. major/minor (office referral) 
· parents are notified by email or phone for every minor or major

	Absence

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed assignments.  Upon return to school, students should report to Opportunities teacher for an absence form.  The absence form must be completed by the student and signed by each teacher before the student may resume regular Opportunities schedule.
Helpful Resources 

· Student Planner—required for daily documentation of assignments, homework, and due dates

· Opportunities—9:50-10:20 Wednesday and Thursday.  This valuable time is designated for students to meet with teachers to receive additional help, obtain missed assignments, and catch up on or re-do class work

· Skyward Family Access—allows students and parents immediate access to grade book (i.e. current grade and missing assignments) as well as important class-related messages
· Block Website—currently being created. Should be complete by October 1, 2013.
	

	
	


Grading Procedures
· The Block curriculum is organized in a manner which allows ample class time for individual and cooperative group work as well as for teacher assistance.  Homework, test preparation, skill practice, and work not completed in class will be assigned as needed.

· 90% of the grade will consist of assessments (tests, projects, final writing drafts, CFA, benchmarks, etc.)

· 10% of the grade will consist of practice work (class work, homework, notes, etc.)

· Assignments and exams will be calculated on the Tumwater School District Secondary Grading scale as follows:
A = 93-100%

A- = 90-92.99%

B+ = 87-89.99% 

                          B = 83-86.99%

B- = 80-82.99% 

C+ = 77-9.99%

C = 73-76.99% 

C- = 70-72.99% 
D+ = 68-69.99% 

D = 60-67.99%
F = 59.99%-0%

· Students usually have the option to take retake quizzes and tests, but may have to do additional assignments as retake preparation. Occasionally, final project corrections may be allowed on a case by case basis.
· In addition, the students will receive a nonacademic grade for cooperation and work completion. My goal is to enter a weekly grade for cooperation and work completion on Fridays based on the week’s performance.  This will not be part of their class grade, but it will be reported separately on Skyward. See rubric below:
	Tumwater School District Nonacademic Indicators Rubric

	
	A

Exemplary
	B

Proficient
	C

Inconsistent
	F

Unsatisfactory

	Cooperation


	· Consistently stays focused on learning task 
· Always follows school and classroom rules
· Very self-directed; follows teacher directions
·  Always has a positive attitude
	· Focuses on learning task most of the time
· Always follows school and classroom rules
·  Works independently; follows teacher directions
· Often has a positive attitude
	· Focuses on learning task some of the time 
· Needs to be reminded to stay on-task
·  Generally follows school and classroom rules
· Usually has a positive attitude
	· Rarely focuses on learning task 
· Needs frequent reminders to perform classroom work
·  Does not follow school and/or classroom rules
·  Often has a negative attitude

	Work Completion


	· Assignments are  always submitted on time 
· Requirements/ standards are thoroughly met and/or exceeded
	· Assignments are submitted on time
· Requirements/ standards met
	· Missing or late assignments
· Minimal requirements/ standards met
	· Missing assignments

· Requirements/ standards not met


Communication
It is important for students, parents, and teachers to work together to achieve success.  To that end, please refer to Skyward Family Access regularly to stay apprised of progress/current class work.  If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by email, Amy.Stottlemyer@tumwater.k12.wa.us,   or phone, 709.7523. However, my preferred form of contact is email.
I am looking forward to sharing your success this year!


     ~Amy Stottlemyer [image: image1.jpg]



Please sign & return the next page! Thank you!

Note:  Students please return this page by Friday, September 6th.  Thanks! (
· Feel free to keep the first three pages for parent/ student reference.

· I have read and understand the course syllabus and expectations for 7th Grade Block. 
Student’s name (please print):____________________________________________________________

Student signature: _______________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Contact #1

name: ___________________________________ relationship to student: ___________________  

best contact email:________________________________________________________________

Contact #2 (if needed)
name: ___________________________________ relationship to student: ___________________  

best contact email:________________________________________________________________

· Parents/Guardians:  Please feel free to use this portion of the syllabus to share any concerns or information regarding your child.  Your input is appreciated, as the more I understand your child and his/her personality and learning needs, the better I can help him/her be successful in this class.  Thank you for taking the time to give me this valuable information. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
