
Beyond the Core Curriculum:  
Gifted Education in an 
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Key Characteristics of 
Effective Gifted Education Plans

 Systemic. Gifted education should be integrated with schoolwide 
initiatives and programming across all grade levels, K-12. 
Opportunities should be incorporated into the regular school day 
and the regular school year.

 Collaborative. Gifted education should be the responsibility of all 
staff members working in a collaborative fashion to meet student 
needs.

 Sustainable. Gifted education should be an integral part of the 
school district’s staffing and funding plans. It should not be 
dependent on any particular person or funding sources.

 Responsive. Gifted education should be responsive to local student 
demographics, curriculum, resources, and needs.

 Fluid. Gifted education should be flexible and continuously adapt to
student need. Programming will likely differ based on local needs 
and community resources.  G/T plans may vary from district to 
district and school to school.



Key Characteristics of 
Effective Gifted Education Plans

 Appropriate. Gifted education should provide opportunities 
that are in place of, not in addition to, regular classroom 
instruction and activities.

 Comprehensive. Gifted education should consider the 
“whole child” by encouraging academic, social, and personal 
growth of the students.

 Aligned. Gifted education should have goals that are clear and
aligned with state statutes, administrative rule, professional 
standards, research, and effective practice.

 Measurable. Goals in the plan should be specific enough so 
that progress toward them can be readily evaluated on an 
ongoing basis.



Response to Intervention (RtI)

RtI is a process for
achieving higher levels of academic and behavioral success for all students 

through: 

High Quality Instructional Practice

Continuous Review of Student Progress

Collaboration

RtI has implications for:  

General Education
Special Education
Gifted and Talented

Title I
English Language Learners

etc.





doing RtI well is quite 
complex.

The concept of RtI is quite 
simple



Response to Intervention

Begins with a rigorous core curriculum 
that’s differentiated to respond to 
individual differences.
Uses increasingly intense interventions as 

needed.





      Characteristics of        Characteristics of
   Effective RtI Systems    Effective Gifted Plans

 Schoolwide systems
 Staff works together to achieve 

common goals
 Respond to individual differences and

enhance learning opportunities for all
students

 Adapt knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions to meet the unique 
needs of diverse learners

 Multiple assessments work together 
to provide a complete picture of the 
student (academics, behavior, social)

 Instruction emerges from and 
supports research and evidence-
based practices

 Includes a process for decision-
making using multiple sources of data
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Some Local Examples

Ripon Area School District
Elkhorn Area School District
Oregon School District
 Janesville School District





Elkhorn
RtI Flowchart for Interventions
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instruction, 
progress 

monitoring.

Enhance 
success and 
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Options

Supplemental 
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for small groups 
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designed 
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extensions or 
acceleration
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Attendance

Math (Acceleration)

Reading 
(Intervention)

PE

Social Studies

Academic 
Strengths &
Challenges

Language Arts

Science



Peer Interaction

Attendance

Anger Management

Problem Solving

Adult 
Relationships

Cooperative Skills

Social Skills 
Strengths &
Challenges



Programming Practices for 
Gifted Education within an

RtI Framework

 Systems-based
Classroom-based



Systems-Based Practices for 
Gifted Education within an

RtI Framework
Cluster grouping
Pull-Out
Purchased Services
Mentoring
 Subject and Grade Acceleration



Classroom-Based Practices for 
Gifted Education within an

RtI Framework
• Pre-assessment
Questioning
Tiered Lessons/Assignments
Creative Thinking
Critical Thinking
Problem-Based/Project-Based Learning
Curriculum Compacting
 Flexible Grouping
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