
Transitioning to 
Common Core 

Hood River County 
School District



Transition Plans

Math and 
English Language Arts



For more information about Common Core Math go to www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore 
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Proposal for Transition to Common Core Math by 2014-15 

This year 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 
Prep K-2 
 

Implement K-2 Revise/refine K-2 K-2 Ready 

 
 

Prep 3-5 Implement 3-5 Revise 3-5 
3-5 Ready 

Prep 7-8 
 

Implement 7-8 Revise 7-8 7-8 Ready 

 
 

Prep 6 Implement 6-8 Revise 6-8 
6-8 Ready 

HS 
planning 

   

Prep 
Algebra 

Implement 
Algebra 

Revise Algebra Algebra Ready 

 Prep Geometry Implement 
Geometry 

Revise Geometry 
Geometry Ready 

 
 

 Prep Stats Implement Stats 
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Every student, Every day  A Success!  

A Message for K-12 Educators 
Theme: Awareness & Understanding 

 
Have you heard about the Common Core State Standards? 

 

Oregon is one of more than 45 states that has adopted the Common Core State Standards, or CCSS. These 
standards align instruction across our state, our country, and even internationally! The resulting materials, 
resources, and applications will be aligned, accessible, and are intended to save teachers time. The Common 
Core State Standards: 
 

Build on what works 
Not one more thing  the CCSS are supported by 
effective practices already in place in Oregon schools. 

Practices like Proficiency-based Teaching and 
Learning, the Oregon K-12 Literacy Framework, 
Response to Intervention (RTI), Positive Behavior 
Interventions & Supports (PBIS), the Oregon DATA 
Project, and instructional materials selection, are all 
aligned with the CCSS.  

 

Integrate learning  
Critical thinking, literacy across the curriculum, and 
application of skills are key points in the CCSS.  

Your trip to the grocery store requires planning, 
reading, math facts, estimation, communication, and 
critical thinking to make the right purchases. The 
CCSS require students to integrate their learning just 
as you do when you fill your shopping cart. 

Provide a common approach to learning 
on a continuum 

The CCSS fit with  vision of education from 
birth to college and career. The goal of the CCSS is to 
prepare students for a successful life after school. 

AND, whether they stay put or move often, students 
will be learning the same content.  

Offer more support than ever before 
You are now part of a planning team that includes 
most teachers in America. 

Because the CCSS have been adopted across the 
U.S., national organizations and individual teachers 
have already begun designing lessons, curriculum 
units, and materials for you to use - free of charge.  

 

These new standards will make us think differently about the way we teach. The Common Core State 
Standards raise expectations for students, rely on strong content knowledge from teachers, and require a shift 
in how and when some content is taught. Transition to these new standards will no doubt, require hard work. 
Thank you for your dedication and support for each other during the transition to a set of standards that will 
benefit you, your fellow teachers, and students across Oregon. 

Want to take a look at the Common Core State Standards? 
Your district will develop its own implementation plan and schedule. In the meantime, you can check out the 
materials available on the ODE website. 

www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore 
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Early Releases in February will address the Common Core 
State Standards. 

 Who:  ALL LICENSED STAFF  

 Where:  Wy’east Middle School Auditorium 

 When: 

o February 8th – Common Core Math presented by 
Shannon McCaw 

o February 29th – Common Core English Language 
Arts presented by  Penny Plavala 

 Times:  1:30 – 3:30. 

The Common Core State Standards will be assessed in the 
2014-15 school year.  We want ALL STAFF to be aware of 
the upcoming expectations regardless of your content area 
assignment.  The Common Core State Standards: 

o Are aligned with college and work expectations; 
o Are clear, understandable and consistent; 
o Include rigorous content and application of knowledge 

through  high-order skills; 
o Build on strengths and lessons of current state standards; 
o Are informed by other top-performing countries, so that all  

students are prepared to succeed in a global economy and  
society; and 

o Are evidence-based. 



All Certified Staff  attended presentations
by Shannon McCaw on math…



….and Penny Plavala on 
ELA



Each week, there’s more information…



Why are we doing this?
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Timeline and plan for the 
work 



!

!
!

"#$%#&!'())(*!'(+#!,-.*/.+/01112/#*-%34!
5(&#+!,-.*/.+/0!678.-90!:00#*-%.;<=!

78.-!/(!0->/#*-0!?##/!-(!@?A7!(+!B:!CBD:!EA<!

2/#*-%34!D#.+*%*F!G.+F#-0H!0->/#*-!3+%#*/;4!;.*F>.F#!

B#F%*!;%*I%*F!;#.+*%*F!-.+F#-0!-(!#J%0-%*F!
+#0(>+K#0H!'+#.-#!4#.+1;(*F!L;.*!

Drafts from each school 
integrated by Teacher 
Leaders with TOSA 
!

 Drafts from each school 
integrated by Teacher 
Leaders with TOSA 
 

 Drafts from each school 
integrated by Teacher 
Leaders with TOSA 
 

Small group of Teacher Leaders work 
with a TOSA to: 

1) Integrate plans from each school 
2) Identify curriculum resources 
3) Back-mapping from High School  

Hood River County School District Timeline 
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Staff 
Development 

Needs 
Assessments
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Standards for Mathematical Content                               Building:    HRMS       Wy’east 
 

Common Core State Standard 

* 
Unfamiliar/
need help  

! 
OK 

+ 
Good to 

go  Notes 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships  
For a more detailed explanation of these standards, click here. 
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A) Write your name at the top 
and circle your building. 

 
B) Circle any words or ideas you 

have questions about. 
 

C)  Write   * , !, +  next to 
each standard 
  



Identifying Power Standards





Unwrapping or 
Deconstructing the 

standards



 
Content Area:  

 
Grade Level:  
 
 
 

Power Standard: 
 
 
Big Idea: 
 
 

 
 

What does this standard require students to… 
Students will KNOW? (Concepts) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be able to DO?  (Skills/Reasoning) 
(Place Bloom’s Level after each verb 

phrase)!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTES to record while you work… 
What are some possible learning targets? (I can statements) 
 
 
 
 
What could a sample test item look like? 
 
 
 
 
Where does this align with our curriculum? 
 
 
 
 

 

Capistrano Unified School District 

!
Unwrapping Template (Simple) 

 
Level 6: Creating 

 

(Putting together ideas 
or elements to develop 
an original idea or 
engage in creative 
thinking). 
Common verbs: 
Generate, hypothesize, 
plan, design, produce, 
construct, formulate, 
invent, transform, 
originate 

Level 5: Evaluating 
 

(Judging the value of 
ideas, materials and 
methods by developing 
and applying standards 
and criteria). 
Common verbs: Check, 
detect, monitor, judge, 
critique, appraise, 
defend, justify, assess, 
prioritize, convince, 
discriminate, H

ig
he

r-
or

de
r t

hi
nk

in
g 

Level 4: Analyzing 
 

(Breaking information 
down into its component 
elements). 
Common verbs: 
Differentiate, determine, 
discriminate, distinguish, 
organize, integrate, 
outline, solve, 
experiment, investigate 

Level 3: Applying 
 

(Using strategies, 
concepts, principles and 
theories in new 
situations). 
Common verbs: apply, 
execute, implement, 
construct, model, 
display, illustrate, carry 
out, 
Level 2: Understanding 

 

(Understanding of given 
information). 
Common verbs: 
Summarize, clarify, 
paraphrase, represent, 
translate, exemplify, 
illustrate, categorize, 
match, distinguish, 
conclude, reorganize 

Lo
w

er
-o

rd
er

 th
in

ki
ng

 

Level 1: Remembering 
 

(Recall or recognition of 
specific information). 
Common verbs: tell, 
list, define, label, recite, 
recall, retrieve, record, 
relate, recognize, 
identify, describe, 
examine, locate, match, 
say, show, tell, write. 
 

 Power Standard:  
 

Big Idea:  
 

Essential Questions:  
   
  

 
Bloom’s Level  CONCEPTS (Nouns) 

Students will know: 
 

 SKILLS (verbs)  
And will be able to: 
(place Bloom’s level after each verb 
phrase:  See ) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Standards: 
! Math 
! ELA Rdg. Lit 
! ELA Rdg. Inf. Text 
! ELA Spk./Listen. 
! ELA Language 

Participating Collaborators: 
 
Building:     
 
Date:  
 

Capistrano Unified School District 

!
Unwrapping Template (Simple) 

 
Level 6: Creating 

 

(Putting together ideas 
or elements to develop 
an original idea or 
engage in creative 
thinking). 
Common verbs: 
Generate, hypothesize, 
plan, design, produce, 
construct, formulate, 
invent, transform, 
originate 

Level 5: Evaluating 
 

(Judging the value of 
ideas, materials and 
methods by developing 
and applying standards 
and criteria). 
Common verbs: Check, 
detect, monitor, judge, 
critique, appraise, 
defend, justify, assess, 
prioritize, convince, 
discriminate, H

ig
he

r-
or

de
r 

th
in

ki
ng

 

Level 4: Analyzing 
 

(Breaking information 
down into its component 
elements). 
Common verbs: 
Differentiate, determine, 
discriminate, distinguish, 
organize, integrate, 
outline, solve, 
experiment, investigate 

Level 3: Applying 
 

(Using strategies, 
concepts, principles and 
theories in new 
situations). 
Common verbs: apply, 
execute, implement, 
construct, model, 
display, illustrate, carry 
out, 
Level 2: Understanding 

 

(Understanding of given 
information). 
Common verbs: 
Summarize, clarify, 
paraphrase, represent, 
translate, exemplify, 
illustrate, categorize, 
match, distinguish, 
conclude, reorganize 

Lo
w

er
-o

rd
er

 th
in

ki
ng

 

Level 1: Remembering 
 

(Recall or recognition of 
specific information). 
Common verbs: tell, 
list, define, label, recite, 
recall, retrieve, record, 
relate, recognize, 
identify, describe, 
examine, locate, match, 
say, show, tell, write. 
 

 Power Standard:  
 

Big Idea:  
 

Essential Questions:  
   
  

 
Bloom’s Level  CONCEPTS (Nouns) 

Students will know: 
 

 SKILLS (verbs)  
And will be able to: 
(place Bloom’s level after each verb 
phrase:  See ) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Next steps

• Identify learning targets
• Link targets to existing resources
• Create yearlong maps and plans
• Examine how Oregon content area 
     goals (science, S.S., etc.) can be 
     supported by common core literacy 
     standards



Communication



Communication 
with parents…

Sending 
home with

report 
cards

 
 

 
 

Every student, Every day  A Success!  

A Message for Parents 
 

Theme: Awareness & Understanding 

September  2011  

What do the Common Core State Standards mean for my student?  
 

Something exciting is happening in education in Oregon, something that all parents will want to know about 
- the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). These newly adopted standards in English Language Arts 
and Math are important for ! 

 The standards are the same wherever you go. Common standards mean that students 
in Oregon are learning the same thing as students across the country. Students moving 
into or out of Oregon will have a smoother educational transition because learning goals 
will now be the same across states. 

 The Common Core State Standards are aligned to 
international standards from the highest achieving countries. This means our students will 
be well prepared to compete both nationally and internationally. 

 College and career ready is the name of the game. All students graduating college and 
career-ready is the goal of the CCSS. These standards are designed to prepare students 
for success in whatever they choose to do after graduation. 

 Real life is really important. What students learn in school should be directly related to 

emphasis on reading informational and technical texts to prepare students for the demands 
of college and the workplace. 

 College should not begin with remediation.   Too many students entering Oregon 
universities and community colleges require remedial classes in English and Math. The 
CCSS are designed to make that a problem of the past by fully preparing students for 
college-level coursework. 

 Increased access to learning resources. Common standards mean that learning 
resources and teaching and learning materials can be shared across states.  

 21st century skills for 21st century jobs. These standards will prepare our students for 
career success in the rapidly changing world of work. 

 

Find out more about the Common Core on the ODE web site at http://www.ode.state.or.us/go/commoncore  

and check out the CCSS Parent Guides from the National PTA at www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3398  
 

 
 



Sending home at end of 
the year…

This guide provides an overview of what your child will 
learn by the end of 1st grade in mathematics and English 
language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child 
will learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects 
he or she studies throughout the school year. This guide is based on the new Common Core State 
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K–12 standards are informed 
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations 
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for 2nd grade.

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? 

Academic standards are important because they 
help ensure that all students, no matter where 
they live, are prepared for success in college and 
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent 
expectations for students, parents, and teachers; 
build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set 
high goals for all students. 

Of course, high standards are not the only thing 
needed for our children’s success. But standards 
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for 
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having 
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers 
work together to ensure that students succeed. 
Standards help parents and teachers know when 
students need extra assistance or when they need 
to be challenged even more. They also will help your 
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare 
him or her for college and career.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

You should use this guide to help build a relationship 
with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to 
his or her teacher regularly about how your child is 
doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences. 

At home, you can play an important role in setting high 
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them. 
If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn 
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to 
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in 
clubs after school, or to find other resources. 

PARENTS’ GUIDE TO 
Student Success 

1ST GRADE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

■ An overview of some of the key things your child 
will learn in English/literacy and math in 1st grade

■ Ideas for activities to help your child learn at 
home

■ Topics of discussion for talking to your child’s 
teacher about his or her academic progress

PARENTS’ GUIDE TO 
Student Success 

This guide provides an overview of what your child will 
learn by the end of 6th grade in mathematics and English 
language arts/literacy. It focuses on the key skills your child 
will learn in these subjects, which will build a strong foundation for success in the other subjects 
he or she studies throughout the school year. This guide is based on the new Common Core State 
Standards, which have been adopted by more than 40 states. These K–12 standards are informed 
by the highest state standards from across the country. If your child is meeting the expectations 
outlined in these standards, he or she will be well prepared for 7th grade.

WHY ARE ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPORTANT? 

Academic standards are important because they 
help ensure that all students, no matter where 
they live, are prepared for success in college and 
the workforce. They help set clear and consistent 
expectations for students, parents, and teachers; 
build your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set 
high goals for all students. 

Of course, high standards are not the only thing 
needed for our children’s success. But standards 
provide an important first step — a clear roadmap for 
learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having 
clearly defined goals helps families and teachers 
work together to ensure that students succeed. 
Standards help parents and teachers know when 
students need extra assistance or when they need 
to be challenged even more. They also will help your 
child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare 
him or her for college and career.

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?

You should use this guide to help build a relationship 
with your child’s teacher. You can do this by talking to 
his or her teacher regularly about how your child is 
doing — beyond parent-teacher conferences. 

At home, you can play an important role in setting high 
expectations and supporting your child in meeting them. 
If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn 
more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to 
identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in 
clubs after school, or to find other resources. 

6TH GRADE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

■ An overview of some of the key things your child 
will learn in English/literacy and math in 6th grade

■ Ideas for activities to help your child learn at 
home

■ Topics of discussion for talking to your child’s 
teacher about his or her academic progress

Esta guía presenta un panorama general de lo que aprenderá su 
hijo en matemática en la escuela preparatoria. Se centra en las 
habilidades clave que su hijo aprenderá en matemática, las cuales construyen una base sólida para alcanzar 
el éxito en muchas de las otras materias que tendrá en el transcurso de la escuela preparatoria. Esta guía se 
basa en los nuevos estándares estatales comunes para las materias troncales, que han sido adoptados por 
más de 40 estados. Los estándares para K–12 se basan en los estándares estatales más altos de todo el país. 
Si su hijo cumple con las expectativas descritas en los estándares, estará bien preparado para tener éxito 
después de su graduación.

¿POR QUÉ SON IMPORTANTES LOS ESTÁNDARES ACADÉMICOS?  

Los estándares académicos son importantes porque ayudan a 
asegurarse de que todos los estudiantes, independientemente del 
lugar donde vivan, estén preparados para triunfar en la universidad 
y en el ambiente laboral. Ayudan a fijar expectativas claras y 
uniformes para los estudiantes, los padres y los maestros; a 
desarrollar el conocimiento y las habilidades de su hijo; y ayudan a 
fijar metas altas para todos los estudiantes. 

Por supuesto, estándares altos no es lo único que se necesita para 
que su hijo triunfe. Pero los estándares representan un primer 
paso importante — una hoja de ruta bien definida para guiar 
el aprendizaje que le sirve a los maestros, a los padres y a los 
estudiantes. Las metas bien definidas ayudan a que las familias 
y los maestros trabajen juntos para garantizar el éxito de los 
estudiantes. Los estándares ayudan a los padres y a los maestros 
a saber cuándo es que los estudiantes necesitan asistencia 
adicional o cuándo necesitan más exigencia. Además, ayudarán 
a su hijo a desarrollar habilidades de razonamiento crítico que lo 
prepararán para la universidad y las carreras.

¿CÓMO PUEDO AYUDAR A MI HIJO?

Puede usar esta guía para ayudar a crear una relación con 
el maestro de su hijo. Puede crearla si habla con el maestro 
periódicamente sobre el desempeño de su hijo — además de las 
reuniones entre padres y maestros. 

En su casa, usted puede tener un rol importante si fija expectativas 
altas y le brinda el respaldo que su hijo necesita para alcanzarlas. Si 
su hijo necesita un poco más de ayuda o desea aprender más sobre 
una materia, trabaje con el maestro para identificar oportunidades 
de tutorías, de participación en clubes después del horario escolar o 
para hallar otros recursos.  

GUÍA PARA PADRES PARA  

FOMENTAR EL ÉXITO ESCOLAR 
MATEMÁTICA EN LA 
ESCUELA PREPARATORIA

ESTA GUÍA INCLUYE

■ Un panorama general de algunas de las cosas clave que su hijo 
aprenderá en matemática en la escuela preparatoria

■ Temas para hablar con el maestro respecto del progreso 
académico de su hijo 

■ Consejos para ayudar a su hijo con los planes para la universidad 
y las carreras
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Visit the Hood River County 
School District webpage for 
documents and information

www.hoodriver.k12.or.us
“Common Core in Hood River 

County School District”


